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ABSTRACT 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Department  of  Community  Colleges  an 
experimental  program  of  research  in  local  history  was  initiated  in  September 
of  1972.   The  major  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  enhance  efforts  for  the 
preservation,  preparation  and  dissemination  of  data  and  materials  relevant 
to  local  history. 

The  primary  instrument  used  to  date  is  an  extension  course  oriented 
toward  laymen  interested  in  local  history  research.   Designed  to  familiarize 
participants  with  the  relevant  primary  and  secondary  sources  and  research 
techniques,  course  objectives  also  include  student  involvement  in  original 
research. 

During  the  first  24  months  of  activity,  some  1200  persons  have  enrolled 
in  59  classes  at  35  locations  scattered  across  the  state.   A  significant 
amount  of  research  activity  has  originated  because  of  the  program  and  a 
considerable  volume  of  research,  already  underway,  has  been  enhanced.   Also, 
the  program  has  been  the  indirect  cause  of  many  individuals  and  group 
activities  related  to  the  field  of  local  history. 

Current  program  problems  are  primarily  those  created  by  success. 


PREFACE 


The  Local  History  Research  Program  is  a  new  and  unique  endeavor 
oriented  toward  encouraging  lay  involvement  in  the  local  history 
field.  This  report  attempts  to  assess  the  performance  of  the  program 
during  this  experimental  period  by  a  treatment  of  individual  course 
results  where  these  are  known. 
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Purposes,  Objectives  and  Implementation 

The  Local  History  Research  Program,  activated  in  September  of  1972, 
is  offered  through  the  Adult  Education  Division  of  participating  institu- 
tions within  the  North  Carolina  Community  College  System.   The  major  purpose 
of  the  program  is  to  stimulate  a  greater  interest  in  local  history  at  the 
grass  roots  level  and  thereby  enhance  the  preservation,  preparation  and 
dissemination  of  local  historical  material. 

The  program  has  two  primary  objectives: 

(1)  To  make  citizens  more  aware  collectively  and  as 
individuals  of  the  importance  and  potential  of 
local  history  as  a  cultural,  educational  and 
civilizing  tool  and  thus  help  to  halt  the  needless 
but  constant  erosion  and  destruction  of  valuable 
historical  data  and  materials  that  could  be  saved 
through  a  wider  appreciation  of  their  value. 

(2)  To  provide  those  individuals  who  wish  to  become 
personally  involved  the  knowledge  and  skills  to 
do  research  on  local  themes  of  limited  scope  such 
as  businesses,  specific  events,  schools,  churches, 
roads,  families  and  individuals  or  to  abstract  and 
index  various  records  such  as  court  minutes,  deeds, 
wills  and  newspapers. 

Implementation  occurs  through  the  adult  education  course,  Research  in 
Local  History  and  Biography;   Materials  and  Methods,  which  usually  ranges 
from  33  to  40  contact  hours  in  length.   Specific  course  objectives  are: 


IV 


identification  of  relevant  primary  and  secondary  sources;  location  of  the 
sources;  demonstration  of  how  the  sources  can  be  used  and  practice  in 
techniques  of  correct  usage;  documentation;  research  techniques;  and 
student  involvement  in  original  research.   A  pilot  sequel  course  which 
sustains  and  advances  work  begun  in  the  above  has  proven  successful  and 
will  be  employed  in  several  locations  in  the  fall. 
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The  Courses 
INTRODUCTION 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  exclude  any  work  which  is  not  a 
result  of  the  program.   Projects  begun  prior  to  a  course  but  substantially 
improved  as  a  result  of  the  author's  participation  are  included  and  so 
identified. 

The  use  of  italics  has  been  employed  to  aid  the  reader  in  identifying 
projects  having  definite  titles  and,  except  where  indicated,  italics  are 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  indicating  published  material. 

Considerable  variation  existed  among  the  courses  and  due  to  this 
characteristic  coupled  with  the  limitations  of  time,  the  following  presen- 
tations lack  the  complete  uniformity  of  style  desirable  in  report  writing. 
These  presentations  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  county  where  the 
course(s)  took  place  with  the  exception  of  Pender  County  which  is  included 
with  New  Hanover. 


Alamance  County 

Instructor:   George  D.  Colclough         Institution:   Technical  Institute  of 

Alamance 
Classes:  1,    Spring,  1973 

Location:   Elon  College  Library 

Dr.  Durward  Stokes  who  will  conduct  a  course  for  Technical  Institute  of 
Alamance  this  fall  was  unable  to  do  so  in  72-73  due  to  prior  commitments  and 
an  unfortunate  accident.   Mr.  George  CoLclough,  an  individual  well  known  in 
Alamance  County  for  his  support  of  local  history  efforts,  offered  to  organize 
a  course  taught  by  a  variety  of  persons  with  particular  strengths.   An  elderly 
but  extremely  active  man  in  business,  civic,  and  educational  affairs,  Mr. 
Col<elough  is  away  much  of  the  time  and  it  was  agreed  at  the  outset  that  his 
would  be  a  coordinating  rather  than  an  instructional  role.   From  the  standpoint 
of  experimentation,  I  was  interested  in  determining  if  such  an  approach  had  any 
advantages  over  those  currently  in  use. 

The  class  members  enjoyed  the  presentations  and,  from  the  standpoint  of 
retaining  their  interest,  the  course  was  very  successful.   However,  in  this 
situation  no  projects  could  be  required  or  suggested  and  none  were  forthcoming. 


Beaufort  County 


Instructor:   Ysobel  Litchfield 

Classes:  1;    Spring,  1974 

Location:   Beaufort  Technical  campus 


Institution:   Beaufort  County 

Technical  Institute 


The  Beaufort  class  was  composed  of  individuals  interested  in  local  history 
but  totally  inexperienced  in  research. 

Due  to  varying  circumstances >  the  projects  generated  by  the  class  were 
turned  in  to  the  instructor  after  the  course  ended.   Mrs.  Litchfield,  who's 
interest  in  research  is  coupled  with  an  abiding  interest  in  the  area,  discussed 
these  with  class  members  individually  and  her  summary  is  quoted  verbatim  in 
interests  of  accuracy  and  relevant  detail: 


Course  Results 

1.  Mrs.  Ursula  F.  Loy,  (librarian,  Brown  Library)  "History  of  George  H.  and 
Laura  E.  Brown  Library,  1911-1912".   Mrs.  Loy  used  the  minutes  of  the 
library  files  to  begin  this  indepth  history  of  public  library  services  in 
Washington.   In  this  portion  she  listed  all  names  of  citizens  interested 
in  establishing  a  library  service  as  she  felt  these  names  were  important 
to  the  community.   Her  later  installments  will  contain  mainly  an  account 
of  the  growth  of  the  library.   Mrs.  Loy  is  keenly  interested  in  the  col- 
lection and  cataloging  of  all  aspects  of  history  in  the  area  and  enrolled 
in  the  course  principally  for  additional  information  as  to  where  and  how 
material  can  be  researched  and  obtained. 

2.  Mrs.  Carmella  E.  Hollis,  "Historical  Facts  and  Chit  Chat  of  Gilead 
Community  of  Blounts  Creek,  North  Carolina".   Mrs.  Hollis  is  very  inter- 
ested in  the  small  community  in  which  she  lives  and  since  taking  the  course 
has  located  the  grave  of  Joshua  Hill  and  is  hoping  to  promote  the  restoration 
of  an  old  church  in  the  community  of  Gilead.   The  Hollis'  have  just  opened 

a  mobile  home  estate  on  their  historic  property  and  instead  of  using  the 
usual  advertising  methods,  she  researched  and  made  her  advertisement  a 
historical  account  of  the  area.   Mrs.  Hollis  has  a  flair  for  writing  and  an 
intense  interest  in  history  and  I  feel  she  will  be  an  avid  worker  if  we  are 
able  to  reorganize  the  Beaufort  County  Historical  Association. 

3.  Mr.  Tom  Sawyer,  "Cutler  Cemetery".   Mr.  Sawyer  was  the  only  male  in  the 
class,  a  teacher  enrolled  for  recertif ication  credits.   His  project  is 


short  but  an  addition  to  our  cemetery  records.   Tom  neglected  to  give  the 
exact  location  (road  number)  of  the  property  but  I  will  check  this  with 
him  when  he  returns  from  Canada  in  the  early  fall. 

4.  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Parham  Garner,  "The  Parham  Family  Tree".   Mrs.  Garner,  a 
teacher,  enrolled  also  for  recertif ication  purposes,  is  a  member  of  one 
of  Washington's  highly  respected  negro  families.   Jackie's  family  owned 
a  number  of  original  legal  documents  and  their  family  Bible.   She  has 
become  very  interested  in  her  genealogy  but  is  now  at  a  standstill  since 
she  must  research  the  records  of  Granville  County  for  both  white  and  negro 
Parham  families  as  her  great  grandfather,  Sandy  Parham,  was  born  in  1832 

in  Oxford,  North  Carolina.   Jackie  is  28,  married,  with  two  small  children, 
so  this  research  will  probably  be  a  long  process. 

5.  Mrs.  Mildred  Taylor,  "Taylor  Genealogy"  and  "Taylor  Cemetery".   Mrs.  Taylor 
is  also  a  native  of  the  Gilead  Community  of  Chocowinity  Township  and  is 
also  very  interested  in  the  history  of  the  area.   She  and  her  husband 
actively  farm  but  she  spent  a  great  deal  of  precious  time  in  researching 
and  organizing  this  project.   She  hopes  to  further  investigate  her  husband's 
family  and  hopes  to  uncover  some  clues  as  to  her  own. 

6.  Mrs.  Jean  C.  Nelson,  also  a  teacher,  has  been  avidly  researching  her  Cayton 
family  -  in  fact  is  now  addicted  to  genealogy.   She  has  not  given  me  any  of 
her  material  but  says  she  will  when  she  "gets  to  a  good  stopping  point". 
She  has  been  careful  in  her  documentation  and  seems  to  be  thorough  in  her 
research.   She  had  always  wanted  to  begin  her  family  genealogy  but  didn't 
known  how  to  go  about  it  and  was  an  interested  and  questioning  member  of 
the  class. 

7.  Mrs.  Jean  Best  Harvey,  a  Pennsylvania  transplant,  lives  at  Bath,  has  become 
involved  in  community  and  church  life  there  and  intensely  interested  in  its 
history.   Her  project  is  the  copying  of  gravestones  of  St.  Thomas  Episcopal 
Church  cemetery  there  and  any  other  church  records  and  history  she  is  able 
to  discover.   Her  project  will  also  be  forwarded  later. 

8.  Mrs.  Vonnie  Carrington  and  her  husband  also  actively  farm  in  the  Gilead 
Community.   She  hasn't  had  time  to  start  a  project  but  later  hopes  to  locate 
and  research  the  country  schools  in  the  Blounts  Creek  area. 

9.  Mrs.  Loveada  Stein,  an  office  manager  for  a  business  supply  company,  hasn't 
a  project  and  enrolled  in  the  course  for  general  information  and  future  use. 

10.  Mrs.  Mary  Grant  and  her  husband  also  actively  farm  in  the  Gilead  Community 
and  she,  too,  took  the  course  for  general  information  and  future  use. 

11.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Andrew  is  actively  interested  in  anything  pertaining  to 
history,  is  a  working  member  of  many  historical  organizations  and  enrolled 
in  the  course  for  general  information. 

12.  Mrs.  Louise  Satterthwaite  -  ditt.   However,  she  eventually  hopes  to  begin 
research  on  the  genealogy  of  her  husband's  Satterthwaite  family. 


Mrs.  Loy's  draft  is  not  documented  and  I  plan  to  consult  with  her  on  this 
in  the  near  future. 

Spin  Offs 

Two  ideas  emerged  from  the  course:   the  re-establishment  of  the  Beaufort 
County  Historical  Association  and  a  county-wide  survey  of  family  cemeteries 
as  part  of  the  Bicentennial. 

The  local  newspaper  has  agreed  to  back  the  cemetery  project  and  the 
Bicentennial  Committee  has  agreed  to  include  it  as  part  of  their  efforts 
toward  a  county  history.   Mrs.  Litchfield  will  head  the  cemetery  committee 
responsible  for  gathering,  organizing  and  editing  the  material. 

Re-organization  of  a  county  historical  association  has  yet  to  be 
effected. 


Buncombe  County 

Instructor:   Dr.  Harley  Jolley       Institution:   Asheville-Buncombe  Technical 

Institute 
Courses:   Fundamentals  course;  Fall,  1972,  Fall,  1973;  Second  level  course, 
Spring,  1974 

Location:   Asheville-Buncombe  Technical  campus,  Asheville 

Dr.  Jolley,  Professor  of  History  at  Mars  Hill  College,  is  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  effective  supporters  of  local  history  research  in  the  state. 
Currently  involved  with  the  Appalachian  Consortium,  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Historical  Society,  The  Appalachian  Journal  and  numerous  other  organizations, 
he  will  play  a  major  role  in  hosting  the  Tenth  National  Colloquium  on  Oral 
History  to  be  held  in  Asheville  in  1975.   Dr.  Jolley  is  author  of  a  number  of 
articles  as  well  as  The  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  (1969) . 

Course  Results 
Publications  Resulting  From  The  Courses 

Ted  Carter,  a  contributing  columist  in  The  Asheville  Times  was  a  member  of 
the  fall,  1973  fundamentals  class.   His  interest  and  research  was  reflected  in  a 
brief  article  on  the  CCC  camps  which  appeared  in  the  November  11,  1973,  issue  of 
The  Asheville  Citizen-Times.   Responding  to  Dr.  Jolley' s  encouragement,  Mr.  Carter 
continued  his  work  and  the  result  was  an  article  entitled  "The  'CC  Boys'  Left 
Their  Mark"  which  appeared  in  the  February,  1974  issue  of  The  State. 

Righton  McCullum's  article  describing  the  Asheville  classes  entitled  "The 
Dead  in  Buncombe  County  Have  a  Future"  is  scheduled  to  be  carried  by  The  State 
sometime  during  the  summer.   Mrs.  McCullum  attended  the  fall,  1973  class  and  the 
sequel  course. 


Fall,  1972 

Perley  and  Crockett  Railroad  and  the  "Old  Toll  Road"  by  Kaytie  Snyder 
concerns  a  railroad  built  for  logging  purposes  which  ran  from  Black  Mountain  up 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Mitchell  and  the  automobile  toll  road  later  constructed  on 
the  railroad  bed.   The  activities  described  occurred  in  the  time  span  1910  to 
the  1930's. 

The  paper  is  based  on  original  research  by  Mrs.  Snyder  and  while  currently 
only  a  rough  draft  exists  (bibliography  very  incomplete  and  no  footnotes) .  The 
work  has  value  even  in  this  rude  form  and  is  potentially  an  excellent  article. 
(For  further  account  see  "Spin  Offs") 

A  Jury  Shall  Decide  by  Mrs.  Miles  is  still  unfinished.  The  paper  can  be 
characterized  as  original  research  in  court  records  and  other  public  documents 
to  trace  the  history  of  specific  roads  in  the  Asheville-Buncombe  area. 

Asheville  Then  and  Now  by  William  Hodge  is  unfinished  but  shows  promise 
of  completion.   Mr.  Hodge  is  using  photographs  old  and  new  to  describe  Asheville' s 
growth  patterns  and  changing  skyline  and  has  plans  for  publication.   His  is 
original  research  which  involves  gathering,  identifying,  dating  and  processing 
old  photographs  preparatory  for  use  in  conjunction  with  recent  photos  and  in 
writing  descriptive  narrative  to  accompany  the  display. 

N.  C.  Pottery  by  Robert  Conway  is  almost  finished  and  the  author  hopes  for 
publication  in  The  State  magazine  during  this  calendar  year. 

Several  students  made  significant  progress  in  genealogical  research,  but 
failed  to  submit  any  written  materials. 

Fall,  1973 
To  the  Utmost  of  My  Power:   Griffith  Rutherford  Responds  to  the  American 
Revolution  by  Andrews  is  patently  the  most  thoroughly  documented  paper  to  emerge 


from  any  course  to  date.   The  author  has  done  a  great  deal  of  research  (64 
entries  in  the  bibliography  and  104  footnotes  in  25  pages  of  narrative)  in  an 
attempt  to  "...  portray  the  kind  of  person  Griffith  Rutherford  was,  and  what 
moved  him  to  make  the  supreme  decision  of  his  life  in  the  way  he  did." 

The  paper  was  seriously  considered  for  publication  by  the  N.  C.  Historical 
Review,  rejected,  and  is  now  being  considered  by  The  Appalachian  Journal. 

The  Church  of  St.  Johns  in  the  Wilderness  by  James  Clouse  is,  in  current 
form,  a  production  rather  than  a  paper  and  must  be  experienced  in  this  vein  in 
order  to  appreciate  its  impact.   Consisting  of  a  taped  narrative  (enhanced  by 
background  music)  accompanying  a  slide  presentation  of  some  quality,  Clouse' s 
work  concerns  the  personalities,  flavor  and  color  associated  with  the  historic 
Church  of  St.  Johns  in  the  Wilderness  at  Flat  Rock. 

In  current  form,  the  written  narrative  is  undocumented  but  it  is  obvious 
that  this  defect  could  easily  be  remedied  and  Clouse  concludes  with  plans  for 
the  completion  of  the  project.   An  interesting  aside  is  the  fact  that  Clouse 
entered  the  course  to  do  genealogy  but  found  St.  John's  more  interesting. 

A  visit  to  a  Lost  Cemetery  by  Sara  Beatty  is  an  interesting  paper  about  a 
now-vanished  community  and  some  of  the  people  who  lived  there.   Part  of  an  on- 
going work  of  larger  scope,  this  well  written  paper  is  based  on  original 
research  but  is  totally  undocumented. 

The  Stringf ields:   Fathers  and  Sons  by  Huffman  is  based  on  secondary 
sources  and  while  the  author  used  footnotes,  she  did  not  furnish  a  bibliography. 
The  paper  is  a  relatively  well  written  but  brief  account  of  some  highlights  in 
the  lives  of  five  generations  of  Stringf ields. 

Warnings  from  1916  by  Busey  is  a  brief,  well  written  account  of  aspects  of 
the  1916  flood  in  Asheville  derived  from  newspaper  and  human  sources.   The  paper 
is  well  documented  and  has  value  as  a  resource  tool. 


Oldest  House  in  Asheville  located  at  283  Victoria  Road  Known  as  The  Smith 
or  McDowell  Home:   A  Brief  Sketch  by  Francis  McDowell  Is  a  little  paper  which 
went  a  long  way.   Mrs,  McDowell's  selection  of  a  class  project  was  never  in 
doubt  due  to  her  interest  in  the  property  and  her  concern  for  "...people  in 
authority  to  do  something  about  saving  this  beautiful  house." 

A  brief  account  of  the  drama  and  personalities  investing  the  home  since 
the  1840' s,  the  sketch  was  written  primarily  as  an  instrument  for  oral  presen- 
tation accompanied  by  slides   The  paper,  in  current  form,  is  actually  a  draft 
which  richly  deserves  re-working.   A  bibliography  is  included  but  Mrs.  McDowell 
did  not  employ  footnotes  to  document  the  use  of  primary  and  secondary  sources. 

Far  more  important  than  the  paper  however  is  the  impact  which  it  has  had. 
(See  "Spin  Offs.") 

My  people  and  the  Promised  Land  by  F,  Jack  Cole  contains  a  lot  of  good 
information  about  Captain  William  Moore,   In  present  form,  the  paper  is  rich  in 
information,  photographs  and  appendices,  but  needs  to  be  reorganized  with 
attention  to  placement  of  materials,  documentation  and  a  more  objective  approach 
to  the  subject,  William  Moore =   Mr.  Cole  plans  to  ask  for  a  highway  marker  for 
Moore's  grave,  a  site  he  located  only  with  considerable  difficulty. 

Dorothy  Hyde  is  doing  a  history  of  the  Best  community  which  preceeded  the 
present  Biltmore  Village  in  Asheville.   Mrs.  Hyde's  work  is  original  research 
and  shows  good  promise, 

Caroline  Taylor's  unfinished  project  is  to  be  a  complete  history  of  Acton, 
a  Buncombe  community-   She  is  using  secondary  and  primary  sources  and  her 
approach  outline  looks  very  good. 
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Sequel  Course,  Spring  1974 

Connally  House  or  "Fernlhurst" ,  329  Victoria  Road,  Asheville  -  A  Brief 
Sketch  by  Francis  McDowell  is  very  similar  in  style  and  purpose  to  her  article 
on  the  Smith-McDowell  home.   Fernihurst  shows  some  improvement  in  that  it  is 
more  thoroughly  researched  and  somewhat  better  written.   Regrettably,  Mrs. 
McDowell  again  failed  to  use  footnotes  although  her  bibliography  is  good. 

Connally  House  or  "Fernihurst"  is  located  near  the  Smith-McDowell  home. 
Both  structures  rest  on  property  which  was  acquired  by  Asheville-Buncombe 
Technical  Institute  in  the  spring  of  1974.   Both  structures  will  be  utilized 
by  the  institution.   (See  Spin  Offs) 

Mrs.  McDowell's  article  gives  a  history  of  the  ownership  of  the  land  and 
interesting  descriptions  of  John  Kerr  Connally  who  built  "Fernihurst"  and  his 
heirs  up  until  the  home  passed  from  their  hands.   The  article  is  spiced  with 
anecdotes  and  includes  a  brief  description  of  the  house. 

The  paper  is  designed  to  accompany  an  excellent  slide  presentation  and 
should  be  experienced  in  this  matter  for  full  impact. 

Both  of  Mrs.  McDowell's  articles  have  supurb  potential  for  publication. 

The  Leicester  Community  by  Sara  Beatty 
Mrs.  Beatty  was  originally  interested  in  genealogy  but,  finding  that  her 
research  included  so  much  unrecorded  history  of  several  communities  which  may 
be  flooded  by  a  proposed  dam,  she  elected  to  expand  her  topic  and  gather  data 
while  the  gathering  is  good.   Consequently  Mrs.  Beatty 's  work  has  yet  to  be  put  in 
cohesive  narrative  form.   At  the  final  meeting  of  the  sequel  class,  she  and  her 
daughter  showed  slides  of  old  homes  and  played  exerpts  of  oral  histories 
gathered  from  residents  of  the  area. 
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A  History  of  the  Newton  Academy  and  Cemetery  by  Viola  Stevens 

This  work  has  excellent  potential  for  publication.   The  current  draft  is  a 
bit  rough  and  will  require  rewriting  with  attention  to  proper  footnoting,  biblio- 
graphical form,  and  some  adjustment  in  organization.   Mrs.  Stevens  has  done  a 
rather  thorough  job  of  research  to  date  and  while  she  expresses  a  desire  for 
further  data,  the  paper  could  easily  be  prepared  for  publication  as  is.   The 
paper  was  read  as  a  narrative  -  slide  presentation  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
sequel  course. 

The  oldest  school  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  (its  cemetery  is  the  oldest  in  the 
Asheville  city  limits)  Newton  Academy  provided  educational  opportunity  for  boys 
who  were  to  become  governors,  judges,  generals  and  educators.   The  impact  of 
such  a  publication  could  lead  to  the  preservation  of  the  site  and  certainly 
toward  a  more  reasonable  and  mature  insight  into  the  history  of  educational 
development  in  the  area. 

For  his  sequel  course  presentation,  Ed.  Andrews  chose  a  topic  tangential 
to  his  research  on  Rutherford.   "The  Beloved  Woman",  taken  entirely  from 
secondary  sources,  concerns  the  Cherokees  and  their  frustrations  in  being 
caught  between  the  British  and  Americans  during  the  Revolutionary  period.   Mr. 
Andrews  was  unaware  that  the  historical  information  which  he  gathered  on  Nancy 
Ward,  Dragging  Canoe  and  other  Indian  figures  was  basically  that  used  by  Kermit 
Hunter  in  writing  the  outdoor  drama  "Horn  in  the  West". 

F.  Jack  Cole  continued  his  work  with  Captain  William  Moore  and  made  a 
narrative-side  presentation  on  "How  I  found  Captain  William  Moore's  Grave"  for 
the  conclusion  of  the  sequel  course.   The  presentation  was  interesting  and 
informative  especially  for  area  residents.   Mr.  Cole  is  now  engaged  in  an  attempt 
to  get  historic  markers  for  the  graves  of  Davidson  and  Moore. 
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Spin  Offs 

In  gathering  data  for  her  research  on  the  Perley  and  Crockett  Railroad,  Mrs. 
Snyder  learned  that  the  records  of  the  business  were  in  the  hands  of  Perley1 s 
widow.   An  attempt  to  examine  the  records  proved  fruitless  for  the  elderly 
Mrs.  Perley  became  suspicious  and  withdrawn.   Mrs.  Snyder  was  able  to  determine 
that  the  collection  lay  in  the  basement  in  a  deteriorating  condition. 
Upon  being  made  aware  of  the  existence  and  nature  of  the  records,  staff 
members  from  the  North  Carolina  Archives  engaged  in  successful  efforts  to 
acquire  the  collection. 

During  the  1973-74  academic  year,  Asheville-Buncombe  Tech  proceeded  with 
plans  to  purchase  a  large  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  campus  which  they 
had  previously  leased  with  option  to  buy.   In  the  late  spring  of  1974,  the 
final  legal  and  financial  details  settled,  the  school  acquired  title  to  the 
property. 

Two  historic  homes,  the  Smith-McDowell  house  and  "Fernihurst"  are  located 
on  the  property.   Asheville-Buncombe  Tech's  purpose  in  acquiring  the  land 
was  to  provide  acreage  for  plant  expansion  which  was  badly  needed  and 
original  plans  indicated  the  razing  of  both  structures. 

Mrs.  McDowell's  narrative-slide  presentation  on  the  Smith-McDowell  house 
was  given  before  the  Asheville-Buncombe  Tech  board  in  February  '74.   On  May 
15,  she  gave  her  narrative-slide  presentation  on  "Fernihurst"  at  the  public 
conclusion  of  the  sequel  course.   Her  research  paid  rich  dividends.   Plans 
for  unique  use  of  the  Smith-McDowell  house  by  Asheville-Buncombe  Tech,  The 
Appalachian  Consortium  and  The  Western  North  Carolina  Historical  Society  are 
already  being  made.   "Fernihurst"  will  not  be  restored  but  functional  repairs 
will  be  effected  and  the  house  will  be  used  in  a  manner  which  benefits  the 
institution  and  preserves  the  integrity  of  the  structure. 
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As  a  result  of  the  excellent  publicity  at  the  end  of  the  first  course  at 
Asheville-Buncombe  Tech  (see  Asheville  Citizen-Times,  December  27,  1972, 
page  1)  over  50  individuals  tried  to  register  for  the  fall,  1973  course. 
Dr.  Jolley  managed  an  unwieldy  class  of  over  40  individuals  during  that 
fall  -  far  too  many  for  maximum  effectiveness.   The  overall  quality  of 
research  in  both  classes  was  such  that  we  discussed,  planned  and  initiated 
a  "second  plateau"  course  in  February  of  '74.   This  effort  was  oriented 
toward  a  seminar-type  environment  in  which  Dr.  Jolley  was  to  serve  as  a 
resource  person  working  with  specific  researchers  from  the  two  fundamentals 
courses  on  a  one-to-one  basis.   He  was  to  be  available  in  Asheville  at 
Asheville-Buncombe  Tech  for  a  three-hour  evening  block  of  time  every  two 
weeks. 

In  practice  things  did  not  work  as  planned.   All  fifteen  students  who 
registered  for  the  sequel  course  attended  every  meeting  and  the  one-to-one 
approach  was  nullified.   In  retrospect,  we  were  at  least  one  phase  too  far 
ahead  of  ourselves  and  the  students.   The  fundamentals  course  had  introduced, 
infected  and  started  the  students  along  specific  paths  of  research.   What 
they  needed  at  this  time  was  instructor  guidance  and  aid  as  they  uncovered 
more  and  more  data  and  became  involved  in  research  situations  and  types  of 
sources  beyond  those  covered  in  the  fundamentals  course. 
Dr.  Jolley  quickly  realized  our  error  and  the  sequel  course  became  what  the 

students  needed  an  experience  which  took  them  to,  and  most  of  them  beyond, 

that  point  in  time  and  effort  where  they  comprehend  their  subject  as  a 
realizable  goal.   The  original  sequel  course  we  had  in  mind  can  and  should  be 
put  into  effect  but  it  must  be  done  with  individuals  who  have  crossed  that 
"line"  and  who  understand  that  preparation  for  publication  is  the  whole  point 
of  the  course. 
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The  interest,  quality  and  nature  of  the  research  in  the  sequel  course  led  us 
to  "go  public"  for  the  final  session  when  the  students  were  to  present  their 
papers.  Good  publicity  in  the  May  3,  1974  issue  of  The.  Asheville  Times  (see 
Appendix)  resulted  in  over  100  visitors  for  the  event. 

The  approach  used  to  recruit  students  for  the  sequel  course  was  a  letter  to 
those  who  had  attended  the  fundamentals  course.   Inadvertently,  notice  of  the 
sequels  course  appeared  in  the  newspaper.   The  result  of  this  fortuitous 
accident  was  the  formation  of  a  Writers  Club  in  Asheville  -  sparked  and 
organized  by  two  members  of  the  sequel  class.   Bob  Terrell's  column  in  The 
Asheville  Citizen,  February  11,  1974  carried  the  following  observation: 

Judging  from  inquiries  in  the  past,  a  club  that  can't  miss 
is  the  newly-formed  Asheville  Writers  Club  which  will  hold  its 
organizational  meeting  Tuesday,  February  19,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
administration  building's  conference  room  at  UNC-A. 

An  outgrowth  of  a  recent  series  of  classes  in  researching  local 
history,  taught  at  Asheville-Buncombe  Tech  by  Dr.  Harley  Jolley  of 
Mars  Hill  College,  the  club  will  be  open  to  anyone  interested  in 
writing  fiction,  non-fiction  or  poetry. 

It  will  serve  as  a  forum  in  which  members  may  benefit  from 
critique  of  their  work  by  fellow  writers. 

The  woods  here  are  full  of  writers,  and  not  many  know  what  they 
are  capable  of  doing.   This  club  may  give  them  a  chance  to  find  out. 
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Burke  County 

Instructor:   Miss  Carolyn  Sakowski  Institution:   Western  Piedmont 

Community  College 
Classes:  _2,  Spring,  1973,  Summer,  1973 

Location:   Western  Piedmont  Community  College  campus 

Miss  Sakowski' s  classes  were  quite  large  and  the  majority  of  the  students 
were  public  school  teachers  seeking  re-certification.   Much  of  the  research 
generated  by  these  classes  has  been  filed  with  the  Morganton-Burke  Public 
Library. 

Instructor  recruitment  at  Western  Piedmont  has  been  a  vexing  problem  from 
the  outset  and  in  the  summer  of  1973  professional  considerations  impelled  Miss 
Sakowski  to  relinquish  the  local  history  position.   Various  developments  in 
other  fields  left  Western  Piedmont  lukewarm  toward  a  Fall,  1973  course  and  I 
turned  my  attention  elsewhere.   An  instructor  vacancy  still  exists  at  Western 
Piedmont. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  selection  of  Miss  Sakowski  as  an 
instructor  need  not  be  discussed  here  but  her  youth  and  comparative  inexperience 
were  such  that  I  accepted  her  with  great  reluctance.   However  the  experience 
with  Miss  Sakowski  was  most  instructive  for  I  was  to  discover  that  she  brought 
a  freshness  and  intense  interest  to  the  classroom  and  infected  others  with  her 
enthusiasm. 

Her  success  as  an  instructor  is  made  difficult  to  assess  by  the  fact  that 
the  vast  bulk  of  papers  were  done  by  teachers  seeking  re-accreditation  who  had 
little  choice  but  to  select  and  finish  a  project.   However,  the  nature  and 
overall  quality  of  the  research  indicates  that  the  instructor  took  a  captive 
audience  and  encouraged,  directed  and  pushed  them  toward  completion  of  useful 
research. 
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The  mode  of  presentation  of  projects  was  such  that  I  could  not  be  present 

for  all  and  I  requested  summaries  from  Miss  Sakowski.   Months  later,  I  used  her 

summaries  with  other  instructors  not  as  a  model,  but  to  show  how  valuable  even 

a  brief  summary  could  be.   The  summaries  are  reproduced  here  verbatim: 

The  class  consisted  of  local  townspeople  as  well  as  several 
schoolteachers  who  were  taking  this  couse  for  credit.   These  who 
took  the  course  for  renewal  credit,  of  course,  were  the  most  pro- 
ductive.  There  is  no  way  to  force  someone  to  do  research  and  all 
of  the  other  people  in  the  class  made  some  attempt  at  research  but 
none  turned  in  an  actually  completed  product  except  the  teachers. 
I  will  divide  the  summary  of  results  into  several  categories, 
(1)  A  listing  of  oral  histories  which  were  done  and  included  a  tape 
of  the  oral  interview  as  well  as  a  written  summary  of  the  content 
of  the  interview.   (2)  Geneologies   (3)  Papers  which  were  begun  but 
uncompleted   (4)  Other  types  of  projects. 

I.   A.   Henry  Clontz  conducted  an  interview  with  a  relative  of  M. 
A.  Rudisill,  the  founder  of  the  Henry  River  cotton  mill  in 
eastern  Burke  County 

B.  Conrad  Brittain  conducted  interviews  with  several  members 

of  the  congregation  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hildebran 
to  write  his  history  of  that  church. 

C.  Mr.  Joel  Walker  was  interviewed  by  Wanda  Poteat  and  was  the 
source  for  her  paper  on  Walker's  Top  Church  in  the  Salem 
community  of  western  Burke. 

D.  Foster  Morgan  conducted  an  interview  with  Marie  and  Fred 
Acuff  to  write  his  paper  on  the  Table  Rock  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  settlement. 

E.  Derald  Hendry  conducted  an  interview  with  Mrs.  Lula  P. 
Banks  for  his  oral  history  on  the  education  of  Blacks  in 
Burke  County  from  1900-1920. 

II.   A.   The  Clark  Connellys  did  a  geneology  of  their  family  tracing 
her  ancestry  to  Hunting  John  McDowell. 

B.   Elaine  Grady  did  her  geneology  on  the  Mull  family. 

III.   A.   Iva  Boyd  began  a  paper  on  early  businesses  in  Morgantown 

and  although  not  taking  the  course  for  credit  seemed  quite 
interested  in  her  topic  before  illness  in  her  family  forced 
her  to  quit  the  class.   She  said  that  she  would  continue 
with  her  research. 

B.   Joyce  Richardson  was  writing  a  history  of  the  News-Herald 
our  local  newspaper  with  the  aid  of  her  father  who  is 
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editor.   However,  she  too  was  forced  to  discontinue  the 
class  before  completing  her  project  when  her  father  became 
critically  ill  (he  is  still  in  Chapel  Hill's  hospital  so 
no  further  work  has  been  done) . 

C.  Hazel  Crawley  began  a  paper  on  the  construction  of  Lake 
James  with  the  aid  of  oral  histories  from  her  father  who 
was  involved  in  its  construction  and  one  of  the  landowners 
who  sold  land  to  Duke  Power  for  the  building  of  the  lake. 
Hopefully  she  will  complete  her  project  this  summer  since 
she  will  not  receive  the  renewal  credit  until  this  is  done. 

D.  Ruth  Setzer  who  works  at  the  public  library  is  doing  a 
long  range  project  on  a  history  of  the  Morganton-Burke 
Library. 

E.  Eunice  Ervin  is  also  doing  a  long  range  project  on  the 
history  of  the  Indians  in  early  Burke. 

IV.   A.   Four  students  combined  to  give  a  report  on  the  area  in 

eastern  Burke  which  includes  Connelly  Springs,  Rutherford 
College  and  other  small  communities  in  that  area.   The 
group  presented  papers  giving  historical  background  on  the 
founding  of  the  Rutherford  College  Academy  and  its  history, 
futher  information  on  Connelly  Springs  and  other  communities, 
a  slide  presentation  to  point  out  some  of  the  discussed 
locations  and  a  scrapbook. 

B.  Annie  Garrison  did  a  research  paper  on  the  topic  of  the 
history  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Morganton. 

C.  Nola  Suttles  (who  owns  the  letters)  and  Barbara  Penland 
(Barbara  had  planned  to  write  a  history  of  her  own  church  in 
eastern  Burke  but  was  not  ready  to  present  her  findings  at 
the  end  of  the  class  so  combined  with  Nola  on  the  letters) . 
The  letters  were  written  by  various  members  of  the  Avery 
family  to  James  Avery  who  ventured  to  California  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  gold  rush.   Through  these  letters,  Mrs.  Suttles 
was  able  to  compose  a  good  paper  on  the  economy,  society,  etc. 
of  Burke  during  this  time. 

All  completed  papers  are  now  on  file  at  the  Burke  County  Room  of 
the  public  library  along  with  the  tapes  of  the  oral  interviews.   The 
two  students  who  have  possibilities  of  publication  in  my  opinion  are 
Nola  Suttles  and  Derald  Hendry.   Hopefully  a  follow-up  with  both 
students  will  bring  some  positive  results  in  this  area. 
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Second  Class 

Here  is  the  completed  projects  for  the  Burke  County  History  Class, 
summer  quarter,  1973.   I  need  to  have  these  papers  returned  by  August  1 
as  someone  has  requested  to  see  these  papers.   He  is  working  on  a  biblio- 
graphical sketch  of  Burke  County  and  would  like  to  consult  a  few  before  he 
begins  writing. 

I  have  divided  these  into  three  categories: 

I.   The  first  group  came  up  with  original  research  not  recorded 
elsewhere. 

II.   The  second  did  a  good  job  on  collecting  and  summarizing 
available  material. 

III.   The  third  group  more  or  less  copied  available  material. 

I.   A.   Bridgewater  -  Elizabeth  Kincaid  -  several  interviews,  very  little 
previously  recorded  on  this  once  prosperous  town. 

B.  Swan  Ponds  -  Mary  Avery  Furr  -  an  ancestor  of  Waighstill  Avery 
presently  living  at  Swan  Ponds,  she  used  nails,  screws,  etc.  from 
the  house  to  prove  the  date  it  was  built  which  had  previously  been 
debated. 

C.  The  Drowned  Communities  -  Janice  Hancock  -  as  yet  unfinished,  this 
woman  started  with  no  information  other  than  names  of  old  post 
offices.   She  did  much  research  in  surveyors  office,  Duke  Power, 
etc. ;  also  personal  interviews.   She  plans  to  further  research 
information  sent  to  local  newspaper  by  the  reporter  for  that  area. 
She  is  also  awaiting  Duke  Power  map  since  land  is  presently  under 
Lake  James. 

D.  Rev.  Robert  Logan  Patton  -  Linda  Scarlett  Patton  -  also  relative, 
used  some  private  interviews  previously  untapped. 

E.  Forney-Candace  Yount  (May  not  be  included  if  not  received  by  mailing 
she  forgot  to  bring  it  to  class.)   She  used  private  papers  and 
interviews  held  by  descendant  who  didn't  realize  their  importance  so 
they  had  not  previously  been  exposed. 

II.   A.   Maplewood  -  Billie  Bolinger  -  some  up-to-date  information  previously 
unrecorded. 

B.  Grace  Greenlee  -  Candace  Yount  -  well  written 

C.  Quaker  Meadows  Presbyterian  Church  -  Mary  A.  Furr 

D.  Magnolia  Plantation  -  Mickey  Cook 

E.  The  Burke  Tannery  -  Guylene  W.  Smith 
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F.  Swan  Ponds  -  Linda  Scarlett  Patton 

G.  Pleasant  Valley  Farm  -  Kaye  Irvin 
H.  Connelly  Springs  -  Denise  Beach 

I.  First  Baptist  Church  -  Billie  Bolinger 

J.  Charles  McDowell  -  Janice  Hancock 

K.  Gentleman  John  Perkins  -  Kaye  Irvin 

III.   A.  Joseph  McDowell  -  Guylene  Smith 

B.  Francis  Garrou  -  Rachel  Carswell 

C.  John  Perkins  -  Mary  Frances  Young 

D.  William  G.  Randall  -  Margaret  Allman 

E.  Brown  Mountain  Lights  -  Margaret  Allman 

F.  Magnolia  -  Rachel  Carswell 

G.  Creekside  -  Denise  Beach 

H.  Perkins  Home  -  Mary  Frances  Young 

I  was  pleased  with  this  summer  sessions'  productivity  -  even  the  papers 
which  were  mostly  copied  showed  effort  and  interest  on  the  students'  part.   I 
think  each  round  will  improve. 

"The  Morganton-Burke  Library"  has  been  submitted  to  the  periodical  North 
Carolina  Libraries  for  consideration  as  publishable  material. 

"Letters  from  Home,  1852"  has  excellent  potential.   At  this  time,  it  is 
being  considered  for  publication  in  The  Appalachian  Journal.   Prior  to 
submission  to  the  Journal,  Mrs.  Mitchell  of  the  Archives  publication  staff 
graciously  agreed  to  critique  the  paper  and  thus  provide  guidance  in  the 
absence  of  an  experienced  instructor  in  the  Burke  County  area. 
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Craven  County 

Instructor:   Donald  Taylor  Institution:   Craven  Community  College 

Courses:   _2;  Spring,  1974 

Location:   Craven  Community  College,  New  Bern 

Lack  of  success  in  this  history-rich  area  is  somewhat  puzzling.   Mr. 

Taylor  is  Curator  of  Education  for  Tryon  Palace  and  experienced  in  historical 

research  on  topics  relating  to  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.   No  known  research 

was  generated  by  the  first  class.   Mr.  Taylor's  summary  of  the  second  class 

indicates  that  both  enrollment  and  performance  were  minimal: 

The  class  got  off  to  a  slow  start  after  three  or  four  initial 
registration  sessions.   Although  we  had  thirteen  registered,  the 
average  attendance  was  five.   Three  projects  were  prepared;  one  of 
which  has  not  been  turned  in  to  date.   Two  teachers,  taking  the 
course  for  renewal  credit,  did  a  great  deal  of  research  trying  to 
establish  the  residence  of  Joseph  Leech.   A  couple  became  interested 
in  James  Davis,  printer.   One  lady  did  research  on  an  old  New  Bern 
home  in  which  she  had  lived.   All  of  the  students  did  some  research  - 
all  were  exposed  to  many  types  of  records.   Another  student  prepared 
her  family  history  for  presentation  to  a  family  reunion  this  summer. 
This  was  actually  a  fourth  project  although  it  was  not  in  final  form 
to  be  turned  in.   If  the  class  was  successful  at  all,  it  was  not  in 
numbers  but  in  getting  people  started  in  historical  research.   Perhaps 
a  few  seeds  were  planted. 

The  research  on  the  Joseph  Leech  home  was  quite  interesting  but  totally 

in  the  form  of  xerox  copies  of  records.   The  brief  paper  on  Davis  contains  little 

information  beyond  that  found  in  Thad  Stem's  book.   The  genealogical  research  and 

the  research  on  an  old  home  has  not  been  submitted. 
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Cumberland  County 

Instructor:   Nash  Odum         Institution:   Fayetteville  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  1;    Spring,  1974 

Location:   Anderson  Street  Library,  Fayetteville 

The  recruitment  of  an  instructor  for  the  area  proved  quite  difficult. 
During  the  1972-73  year  an  instructor  was  secured  but  moved  from  the  area 
before  a  class  could  be  organized.   In  November  of  1973,  I  and  George  Stevenson 
addressed  a  group  gathered  by  the  Cumberland  County  Public  Library  System  to 
assess  interest  in  a  course  in  local  history  and  in  a  state-wide  genealogical 

society.   Early  in  1974,  personnel  from  the  public  library  system  and 
Fayetteville  Tech.  identified  and  secured  Mr.  Odum  of  Bladen  County.   Upon 
becoming  aware  of  this  development,  I  contacted  Mr.  Odum  with  the  view  of 
making  him  familiar  with  the  program  and  the  various  materials  and  support 
available  to  him.   Various  impediments  to  communication  occurred  but  the 
students  finally  did  receive  the  support  from  Raleigh  that  had  become  normal. 
Course  length  was  too  short  (20  hours)  for  optimum  results.   No  projects  were 
completed  but  a  number  are  in  progress. 

Mr.  Odum,  a  Baptist  minister  in  Dublin  (Bladen  County),  has  been  involved 
in  genealogical  and  historical  research  for  a  number  of  years.   His  articles 
on  local  history  appear  regularly  in  a  local  newspaper  and  he  has  completed  a 
considerable  amount  of  church  histories,  genealogies  history  of  specific  events 
and  places  and  has  been  asked  to  make  presentations  to  a  number  of  historical 
organizations. 

By  the  late  winter  of  1973,  I  realized  that  I  would  have  to  rely  more  on 
summaries  by  the  instructors  and  less  on  personal  visits  to  the  classes. 
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Instructor  summaries  received  to  date  have  varied  considerably  in  detail, 
orientation  and  quality.   Those  quoted  heretofore  in  this  report  were  utilized 
because  they  economically  described  developments  which  I  had  not  been  able  to 
observe. 

Mr.  Odum's  summary  is  rather  detailed  and  is  included  here  in  its  entirety 
on  the  assumption  that  such  detail  would  prove  informative  in  several  ways. 

Local  History  and  Biography  Course  of  Cumberland  Co.  &  Fayetteville 

This  course  was  taught  by  Nash  A.  Odum  at  the  Anderson  Street  Branch  of 
the  Cumberland  County  Library  in  the  North  Carolina  Room.   We  had  twenty-six 
persons  enrolled  in  the  course  with  many  of  these  having  100%  attendance. 
Twenty-one  of  the  twenty-six  enrolled  received  certificates  from  the  Fayetteville 
Technical  Institute  for  their  participation  in  the  course.   Five  persons  missed 
more  than  four  meetings.   One  of  these  was  a  retired  elderly  Methodist  minister 
who  was  in  poor  health  who  seemed  excited  about  the  course  but  who  felt  his 
health  would  not  enable  him  to  attend  all  the  sessions.   Another  member  of  the 
class  missed  because  of  the  hospitalization  of  a  close  member  of  her  family. 
Another  member  dropped  the  course  because  she  was  interested  in  Ancient  History 
and  not  Local  History.   Two  others,  husband  and  wife,  dropped  the  course  they 
were  from  Maryland  and  Oregon  and  were  associated  with  Ft.  Bragg  and  the  course 
did  not  provide  the  type  of  information  they  were  interested  in. 

There  was  quite  a  bit  of  enthusiasm  created  by  the  course,  more  than  I  had 
expected.   The  ten  weeks  was  not  enough  time  for  them  to  develop  to  completion 
the  projects  they  had  chosen.   A  brief  summary  will  be  given  of  their  projects. 
The  course  created  desires  among  the  members  to  bring  new  life  to  the  historical 
societies  in  the  area  that  were  almost  dead,  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  Historical 
Society  and  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society.   The  course  brought  about 
the  desire  on  the  part  of  some  to  continue  writing  and  to  publish  their  works 
when  they  were  farther  along  with  their  projects.   The  North  Carolina  Room  at 
the  Anderson  Street  Library  received  numerous  gifts  from  the  members  of  the  class 
of  materials  that  can  be  used  by  persons  working  in  the  room  on  historical  pro- 
jects.  The  members  of  the  class  learned  to  share  information  with  each  other 
concerning  their  projects.   The  course  created  a  desire  to  preserve  and  save 
historical  structures  in  the  city  of  Fayetteville.   The  tenth  class  was  a  tour  of 
historic  places  in  the  city  and  it  really  was  terrific.   It  was  well  planned  by 
members  of  the  class  and  created  a  deeper  appreciation  for  history  in  the  city 
and  area.   A  copy  of  this  tour  is  included  with  the  summary. 

Most  of  the  members  of  the  class  were  interested  in  genealogy  more  than  any 
other  subject  and  they  chose  this  area  to  work  with  a  project.   There  were 

several  professional  writers  in  the  class.   Some  have  written  for  newspapers  and 

some  have  books  already  published  and  some  were  near  the  stage  of  publishing  some 
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of  their  works.   No  teacher  could  have  had  any  better  cooperation  than  this 
teacher  received  with  the  class.   I  found  that  most  of  the  class  wanted  the 
more  practical  side  of  the  course  and  less  philosophy  and  requested  of  me  that 
any  speaker  that  I  brought  in  to  make  sure  they  understood  this. 

The  tentative  course  outline  was  followed  almost  exactly  as  planned  with 
only  minor  changes.   The  field  trip  to  the  Cumberland  County  Courthouse  was  most 
helpful  to  the  members  as  was  the  tour  of  historic  places.   The  visit  by  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  State  Archives  was  most  informative  and  the  class 
appreciated  the  things  discussed  and  shared.   They  also  appreciated  the  visit 
that  Dr.  Maurice  Stirewalt  shared  with  the  group.   The  class  did  not  visit  the 
Research  Room  at  the  Fayetteville  Observer  newspaper  since  the  papers  were  on 
microfilm  at  the  Anderson  Street  Library.   Someone  from  the  library  discussed 
this  area  with  the  group.   One  informed  member  of  the  class  discussed  the  place 
of  Fayetteville  and  Cumberland  County  in  the  American  Revolution.   Another 
discussed  historic  places  and  showed  sketches  they  had  made  of  structures  in  the 
city. 

They  seemed  most  appreciative  to  the  teacher  for  coming  their  way.   One 
member  of  the  class  shared  with  the  teacher  a  copy  of  several  books  they  had 
written  and  which  had  been  published.   Another  member  of  the  class  sent  to  the 
teacher's  wife  copies  of  cookbooks  published  by  organizations  in  the  city. 
Another  member  of  the  class  shared  historic  items  pertaining  to  Bladen  County 
with  the  teacher  and  the  Bladen  County  Historical  Society.   These  were  donations. 
One  class  member  gave  the  teacher  about  fifty  old  newspapers  about  75  to  100 
years  old  in  excellent  condition,  newspapers  from  across  the  states  that  covered 
the  deaths  of  U.  S.  Presidents  and  European  Monarchs ,  etc.   The  last  night  of  the 
course  the  class  presented  the  teacher  with  $40.00  to  buy  books  that  he  might  use 
in  a  future  course  and  to  pay  the  fine  of  a  speeding  ticket  he  received  on  the 
way  there  to  teach  the  course. 

The  interest  was  keen  enough  in  the  course  that  plans  are  being  made  for 
another  course  of  the  same  type  to  be  taught  at  the  same  location  in  the  fall. 
Several  people  have  already  expressed  interest  in  signing  up  for  the  course  that 
were  unable  to  attend  the  class  offered. 


Summaries  Handed  in  by  Class  Members  About  Projects 

Marguerite  Mclntyre  was  a  retired  Civil  Service  Employee.   She  attended  all 
ten  sessions  driving  about  15  miles  for  the  course.   Her  interest  was  in 
local  history  and  genealogy.   She  gathered,  compiled  and  used  the  methods  of 
research  taught  for  a  history  of  the  Mclntyre  Family.   She  worked  on  her 
project  with  her  sister  who  also  was  enrolled  in  the  class. 

Lucile  M.  Hemingway  was  a  retired  postmaster  at  Godwin,  North  Carolina  in 
Cumberland  County.   She  worked  on  a  joint  project  x^ith  Marguerite  Mclntyre 
above.   She  states  in  her  summary:   "My  sister,  Marguerite  Mclntyre,  and  I 
live  at  Godwin,  North  Carolina,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles  from  Fayetteville, 
At  the  time  we  enrolled  for  the  above  course  on  March  12,  1974,  there  was  an 
energy  shortage.   My  sister  and  I  did  not  know  whether  gasoline  would  be 
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available  to  attend  all  ten  sessions  of  the  course.   To  date  we  have  not 
missed  a  class.   Each  session  of  the  course  has  been  helpful  and  interesting. 
The  trip  to  the  courthouse  on  March  26  and  examination  of  the  records  in  the 
offices  of  the  Register  of  Deeds,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Cumberland  County, 
including  Minutes  of  the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  and  other  records 
was  most  rewarding. .. .For  many  years  I  have  been  historian  for  the  Women  of 
Godwin  Presbyterian  Church  and  in  recent  years  the  historian  of  the  church 
also.   The  course  in  local  history  has  been  very  beneficial  to  me.   I  plan  to 
file  the  many  newspaper  clippings,  etc.  accumulated  over  the  years  according 
to  suggestions  made  during  this  course." 

Anna  S.  Sherman  has  contributed  numerous  items  of  great  historical  value  to 
the  State  Archives,  Cumberland  County  Library,  and  Bladen  County  Historical 
Society.   She  is  a  housewife  and  expressed  interest  in  Local  History  and 
Genealogy.   She  states  in  her  summary:   "The  course  just  completed  has  been 
most  interesting  and  helpful  to  me.   With  the  assistance  and  guidance  of  Mr. 
Odum  I  have  been  able  to  organize  and  file  my  family  and  local  interest 
papers.   My  ancestors  believed  in  saving  and  preserving  deeds,  wills,  plots, 
etc.   And  now  I  am  trying  to  decide  what  to  keep  personally  or  to  give  or 
loan  them  to  the  archives  and  museums  and  libraries.   I  realize  more  than 
ever  these  papers  will  be  available  to  more  people  if  I  put  them  in  a  public 
place.   Also  they  will  be  better  preserved.   Many  members  of  the  class  have 
helped  me  personally  in  various  ways.   One  member  read  newspapers  of  the 
1890' s  and  marked  ones  of  special  value.   As  a  result  of  this,  volunteers 
have  offered  to  type  articles  and  xerox  them... It  seems  to  me  that. each 
individual  has  been  very  generous  in  offering  to  loan  books,  papers, 
pictures,  etc.  to  other  members  of  the  class.   We  all  seem  to  want  to 
preserve  what  we  have  and  share  our  findings  with  others.   I  have  many  pro- 
jects in  which  I  am  involved  and  one  I  especially  would  like  to  complete  is 
to  publish  a  diary  written  during  the  Civil  War."   (Teacher  had  a  copy  of 
this  diary  xeroxed  for  himself  and  it  is  excellent.   The  writer  of  the  diary 
covers  almost  everything  that  happened  in  Fayetteville  during  the  war  and  the 
life  in  the  city,  etc.   A  copy  is  being  provided  for  the  North  Carolina  Room 
at  the  Anderson  Street  Library.   Mrs.  Sherman  is  taking  all  the  names  out  of 
the  diary  and  identifying  them  and  locating  the  homes  of  families  mentioned 
in  the  diary.   This  will  be  attached  to  the  diary.)   Mrs.  Sherman  missed  one 
class. 

Mrs.  Doris  Hurr  is  the  reference  librarian  at  the  Anderson  Street  Library  and 
was  responsible  for  the  planning  of  the  course  and  handling  of  the  many  details. 
She  introduced  the  class  to  the  facilities  of  the  Cumberland  County  library. 
She  states  in  her  summary:   "As  a  reference  librarian,  the  Local  History  and 
Biography  Class  has  benefited  me  professionally.   T  have,  by  direct  association 
with  these  interested  researchers,  learned  more  tools  which  they  need  directly 
available  to  them.   This  has  enabled  me  to  strengthen  and  broaden  our  collec- 
tion.  Also  in  looking  for  materials  for  these  patrons  and  in  class  discussions 
I  have  become  more  aware  of  materials  available  for  acquisition.   I  have  begun 
the  compilation  of  a  list  of  local  history  and  genealogy  resource  centers  in 
the  public  libraries  throughout  North  Carolina.   Through  a  questionaire 
circulated  to  these  libraries,  I  have  asked  if  they  have  such  holdings;  if  so, 
how  extensive  is  it;  if  any  special  materials  are  owned;  if  any  materials  not 
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available  at  the  State  Archives  are  included;  and  if  their  collection  could 
be  recommended  to  an  interested  area  researcher.   When  this  list  is  complete, 
I  plan  to  share  it  with  all  the  libraries  in  the  state.   As  such  a  list  is 
not  currently  available,  I  feel  it  will  be  quite  helpful  to  librarians  and 
their  patrons."  Mrs.  Hurr  had  to  miss  one  class. 

Thorton  W.  Rose  is  the  Division  Traffic  Manager  for  Carolina  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company.   He  is  interested  in  the  genealogy  of  the  Thornton  and 
Rose  families  who  were  Quakers.   He  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Fayetteville  Technical  Institute  which  sponsored  the  course.   He  missed  only 
two  classes.   Mr.  Rose  really  became  excited  over  learning  how  to  do  research 
on  his  family  tree  and  began  using  the  facilities  at  the  Library  on  other 
nights  than  when  the  class  was  taught  and  began  visiting  other  research 
centers.   His  summary  says:   "The  Local  History  course  offered  by  Fayetteville 
Technical  Institute  and  Cumberland  County  Library  has  helped  me  in  my  search 
for  my  family  history.   The  methods  and  procedures,  and  sources  of  information 
were  not  known  by  me  until  I  enrolled  in  this  course  and  received  the  expert 
guidance  from  the  Rev.  Nash  Odum  our  instructor.   I  have  already  diagrammed  a 
family  chart  to  the  fourth  generation  and  now  believe  I  can  proceed  further 
with  the  knowledge  gained  in  the  course." 

Mrs.  Lou  Rogers  Wehlitz  is  a  retired  teacher.   Now  a  writer  and  editor.   She 
was  interested  in  local  history.   Her  report  speaks  for  itself:   "Since  most 
of  my  writing  has  been  along  historical  lines  (three  books  and  approximately 
300  articles,  sketches,  stories,  and  poems  published)  of  which  about  150  have 
been  biographical  sketches  and  historical  articles  for  which  much  time  was 
spent  in  gathering  facts  the  hard  way,  I  signed  up  for  this  course,  hoping  to 
learn  how  to  do  research  more  efficiently.   This  course  has  helped  me  in 
discovering  sources  of  information  of  which  I  had  not  been  previously  aware. 
It  has  been  inspiring  to  have  an  enthusiastic  teacher,  and  to  be  in  a  group 
of  people  interested  in  the  same  type  of  research.   During  the  course  I  have 
completed  and  submitted  three  biographical  sketches  which  I  had  committed 
myself  to  do  for  Mr.  Powell's  Dictionary  of  North  Carolina  Biography  - 
namely  -  Dr.  Alexander  Graham,  Dr.  J.  Frank  Highsmith,  and  Dr.  James  McDaniel. 
During  the  course  I  also  wrote  the  history  of  the  local  chapter  of  Delta 
Kappa  Gamma,  and  two  or  three  anecdotes,  one  an  historical  anecdote  accepted 
by  a  magazine.   My  present  project  is  research  for  more  material,  especially 
human  interest  anecdotes  which  could  be  used  in  a  book-length  biography  of 
Dr.  James  McDaniel.   Many  thanks  to  Nash  Odum  for  teaching  a  worthwhile 
course. " 

Sarah  G.  Raper  is  retired  Speech  Therapist  for  the  Fayetteville  City  Schools. 
She  was  interested  in  genealogy  and  North  Carolina  History.   She  missed  two 
sessions.   She  states  in  her  summary  how  she  applied  information  received  in 
the  course:   1.   Talked  to  Fifth  Grade  on  "Early  Education  in  North  Carolina" 
during  their  school's  celebration  of  North  Carolina  Heritage  Week,   Displayed 
old  books  and  pictures  to  illustrate.   Newspaper  stories  and  pictures  furnished 
by  Mr.  Nash  Odum  were  most  helpful  with  this.   2.   Beginning  collection  of 
material  for  club  program  on  "Gold  Mining  in  North  Carolina."   3.   Sorting  and 
filing  North  Carolina  material  collected  over  past  30  years.   4.   Listing  books 
on  North  Carolina  or  by  North  Carolina  authors  that  I've  acquired  over  the 
years." 
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8.  Mary  McArthur  is  a  housewife.   She  was  interested  in  genealogy  and  is 
working  on  the  McArthur  history  and  wants  to  have  it  printed.   Her  summary 
states:   "When  I  signed  up  for  this  course  in  Local  History  and  Biography, 

I  was  working  on  a  family  history.   While  taking  the  course  I  have  completed 
one  family  history  on  the  McArthur  Family.   Working  on  two  other  families 
now.   While  taking  this  course  I  have  decided  to  work  on  a  Local  History  of 
my  church,  Camp  Ground  United  Methodist  Church,  which  dates  back  to  1862.   I 
have  enjoyed  the  course  immensely.   Last  but  not  least,  Mr.  Odum.   1.   He  is 
well  qualified  to  teach  the  course.   2.   Generates  interest  in  Local  History. 
3.   Has  a  collection  of  material  to  show  and  generate  interest.   4.   Always 
helpful  and  takes  interest  in  the  work  of  others.   I  have  taken  a  course  in 
genealogy  before  this  one.   I  find  this  course  taught  by  Mr.  Odum  far 
superior." 

9.  Gloria  Godwin  is  a  librarian  for  the  Cumberland  County  Library.   She  was 
interested  in  learning  genealogical  research  methods  as  well  as  local  history. 
She  tells  us  about  her  project:   "Project:   To  write  a  history  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Public  Library.   Objectives:   1.   To  summarize  information 
in  CCPL  clipping  scrapbooks.   2.   To  go  through  back  microfilm  (before  1941) 
at  Fayetteville  Observer.   3.   To  obtain  copies  of  two  Masters'  Theses 
written  previously  on  CCPL.. 4.   To  read  materials  suggested  on  bibliography 
on  CCPL  provided  by  North  Carolina  State  Library.   5.   To  take  pictures  of 
each  branch  and  librarian.   To  record  biographical  material  of  current 
professional  staff.   6.   To  interview  former  director  Mrs.  Dorothy  Shue  to 
fill  in  details  missing  in  scrapbooks."   Miss  Godwin  has  already  done  some  of 
these  things. 

10.  Lucille  Miller  Johnson  is  retired.   She  is  interested  in  genealogy.   She  has 
been  a  professional  writer.   She  has  written  life  sketches  of  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Fayetteville  and  has  sketched  many  scenes  of  early  settlers, 
old  houses,  and  public  buildings.   She  is  perhaps  the  most  informed  person  on 
the  history  of  the  city  and  county.   She  formerly  wrote  for  the  Fayetteville 
Observer  and  gave  this  teacher  copies  of  all  her  articles.   She  handed  in  to 
the  teacher  a  16  page  history  "History  of  Heritage  Square".   This  paper  was 
properly  written  with  table  of  contents,  list  of  illustrations,  bibliography, 
preface,  etc.   Had  to  be  returned.   She  also  wrote  a  14  page  paper  on  the 
subject  "Alexander  Jeffery  McKelway,  Pastor  First  Presbyterian  Church,  1892- 
1897"  for  the  course.   It  was  properly  footnoted  with  Bibliography.   I  regret 
that  I  could  not  keep  a  copy.   It  was  handwritten. 

11.  &  12.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ouincy  Scarborough  are  working  on  a  history  of  the  Cape 

Fear  River  and  Its  Transportation.   Quincy  is  working  also  on  a  History  of 
Cumberland  County  and  is  President  of  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  Historical  Society. 
He  collects  anything  pertaining  to  the  history  of  the  area.   He  owns  one  of 
the  main  buildings  on  Heritage  Square  in  the  Business  Session  that  he  has 
plans  to  restore.   They  are  trying  to  get  pictures  of  all  the  Cape  Fear  River 
steamers  if  possible,  with  facts  about  where  they  were  built,  when,  who  owned 
each  boat,  and  all  the  data  of  each  boat,  such  as  draft,  weight,  accommoda- 
tions of  each  boat,  also  if  it  is  a  sidewheeler  or  steerwheeler ,  etc.   In 
their  summary  they  state  that  they  have  been  able  to  find  two  pictures  of  two 
steamers.   They  also  are  studying  railroads  in  relation  to  steamboats. 
Attended  every  session. 
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13.  James  G.  Davis  was  interested  in  old  houses  and  public  buildings,  genealogy, 
and  the  immigration  of  Roman  Catholics  to  the  area.   He  began  a  history  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Fayetteville.   He  handed  in  an  outline  of  the 
dates  of  events  in  the  history  of  St.  Patrick's  Church  in  Fayetteville.   He 
states  in  his  summary:   "During  this  course  I  have  learned  of  many  sources 
to  use  for  work  in  genealogy  and  in  research  of  any  historical  nature.   What 
I  most  enjoyed  was  the  discussion  of  other's  projects  and  my  own  work  on  a 
phase  of  local  history.   I  definitely  think  this  course  has  helped  me  and 
will  help  others.   The  only  drawback  of  this  course  was  the  short  term.   It 
just  didn't  seem  long  enough."  Mr.  Davis  missed  one  night. 

14.  Elizabeth  Canady  Smith  worked  on  the  Beard  history.   Her  summary  says:   "By 
enrolling  in  Mr.  Odum's  class  I  have  learned  ways  of  getting  information  to 
complete  my  Family  History... I  have  learned  the  correct  use  of  reference 
books  which  are  available.   I  have  learned  how  to  write  different  places 
for  dates  and  information  pertinent  to  members  of  the  family  who  have  served 
our  country  in  the  Armed  Forces.   The  trip  to  the  courthouse  gave  me  so  much 
information  which  I  did  not  know  was  available  to  the  public.   I  have  visited 
places  and  talked  to  friends  of  the  family,  etc." 

15.  Victoria  E.  Smith  is  employed  at  the  Cumberland  County  Library.   She  writes: 

I  have  enjoyed  the  course  very  much  and  realize  how  important  it  is  to  keep 
records.   I  have  learned  how  to  search  for  information  in  different  places 
and  of  sources.   I  have  been  able  to  gather  a  lot  of  information  and  verify 
it.   I  have  visited  some  graveyards  and  gathered  information  by  means  of  pen 
and  camera.   I  hope  to  continue  searching  and  compiling  the  history  of  my 
family.   This  course  has  been  very  beneficial  to  me.   This  course  has  shown 
me  the  way  to  gather  information,  keep  this  information  accurately  recorded...' 
Victoria  had  an  operation  during  the  course  and  missed  three  sessions  but 
came  back. 

16.  Dee  Stockton  is  a  homemaker.  She  is  from  Illinois  but  attended  almost  every 
class.  She  was  interested  in  genealogy  and  participated  in  the  discussions. 
Somehow  I  did  not  get  a  summary  of  her  project  and  the  progress  she  had  made. 

17.  Cecilia  Ann  Marguglio  came  to  the  course  to  learn  more  about  Fayetteville  and 
Cumberland  County  for  this  was  to  be  her  retirement  home.   She  was  a  former 
hospital  librarian.   She  missed  only  one  class  but  handed  in  no  progress 
report.   She  was  interested  in  Catholic  history. 

18.  Reginald  McCarroll  Barton,  Jr.  is  a  law  student  and  works  with  McCoy,  Weaver, 
Cleveland  &  Raper  Law  Firm.   He  was  interested  in  genealogy  and  worked 
regularly  on  the  history  of  his  family  during  the  course.   He  attended 
regularly  almost  every  class  session  but  missed  the  night  his  summary  was  to 
be  handed  in. 

19.  Mary  Lou  Stack  Huske  is  a  member  of  the  prominent  Huske  family  of  Fayetteville. 
She  missed  quite  a  few  sessions  due  to  the  illness  of  her  step-father,  Dr. 
Roscoe  McMillan  of  Red  Springs,  author  of  History  of  Medicine  in  North 
Carolina.   She  was  interested  in  all  areas  of  local  history. 
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20.  Celia  Purdie  is  a  Librarian  associated  with  Cumberland  County  Library.   She 
was  interested  in  Cumberland  County  History  and  genealogy.   She  has  a  project 
but  missed  the  last  session  when  her  progress  report  was  to  be  turned  in. 

21.  Kate  Le  Pine  attended  almost  all  the  sessions.   She  was  interested  in  genealogy 
and  general  history  of  the  area.   She  has  no  roots  tying  her  to  the  area.   She 
failed  to  hand  in  a  progress  report. 

22.  Arthur  T.  Moore  was  interested  in  genealogy  of  the  Savage  family  and  continued 
working  on  it  throughout  the  course.   He  collects  books  on  North  Carolina 
history.   He  is  retired.   He  was  an  active  participant  in  the  course  and  was 
the  spokesman  for  the  group  in  expressing  appreciation  to  the  teacher  the  last 
night  of  the  course.   He  gave  several  papers  to  the  class  during  the  course  of 
great  interest.   He  failed  to  turn  in  a  progress  report.   Missed  twice. 

23.  &  24.   Elian  Hopkins  and  John  S.  Hopkins.   Ellen  was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  a 

Elementary  Teacher.  John  was  a  Captain  in  U.  S.  Army  and  a  native  of  Oregon. 
They  enrolled  in  the  course  but  found  little  help  relating  to  Oregon  and  soon 
dropped  out.   They  were  interested  in  genealogy. 

25.  Rev.  Woodrow  W.  Wells  was  a  retired  Methodist  Chaplain  whose  health  appeared 
to  be  quite  poor.   He  seemed  to  be  quite  interested  in  the  course  but  dropped 
out  due  to  health. 

26.  Marcella  Rodriguez  was  interested  in  ancient  history  but  not  of  the  area. 
She  gradually  dropped  out. 
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Davie  County 

Instructor:   Mr.  James  Wall  Institution:   Davidson  County  Community 

College 
Courses:  _2;  Fall,  1972,  Fall,  1973 

Location:   Public  Library,  Mocksville 

Mr.  James  Wall,  author  of  the  well  received  History  of  Davie  County  in  the 
Forks  of  the  Yadkin  (1969) ,  taught  a  course  during  the  summer  of  1972  immediately 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  our  program  and  has  been  a  leading  force  in  local 
history  affairs  in  Davie  County  for  many  years.   During  the  past  year,  for  example, 
he  has  taken  steps  to  preserve  the  tombstones  of  Squire  and  Sarah  Boone  from  the 
erosions  caused  by  time,  and  neglect;  he  has  been  the  major  force  in  seeing  that 
the  Davie  "Core  Collection"  was  acquired  by  the  public  library  in  Mocksville. 

Davie  County  was  the  first  area  where  the  program  was  used  for  teacher 
recertif ication  and  the  only  county  where  the  course  was  altered  to  meet  a  specific 
need.   This  development  occurred  because  local  public  school  officials  were 
concerned  over  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  their  teachers  commuted  from  outside 
Davie  and  were  almost  totally  unfamiliar  with  the  county.   At  their  request  the 
major  emphasis  of  the  two  courses  was  placed  on  county  history  rather  than  research. 

Yet,  even  with  the  narrative  approach,  some  research  was  generated.   Relevant 

portions  of  Mr.  Wall's  summary  indicate  that  he  utilized  interesting  techniques  to 

meet  the  particular  needs  of  teachers  in  the  area: 

As  you  know,  I  have  actually  taught  the  course  three  times  -  all  sponsored 
by  the  Davidson  County  Community  College.   In  the  summer  of  1972  several  persons 
(perhaps  10  or  12)  and  I  met  at  the  Davie  County  Library.   It  was  entirely  for 
personal  enjoyment  -  no  assigned  reading  or  work.   Attendance  was  very  irregular. 
It  was  mostly  a  review  and  discussion  of  the  county  history  book  with  considerable 
examination  of  the  memorabilia  in  the  Davie  County  History  Room.   One  extensive 
genealogy  came  from  this  group.   Some  deed  work  and  map  work  perhaps  in  part  also 
stemmed  from  it. 
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The  other  two  classes  were  taught  to  approximately  60  persons  -  nearly  all 
taking  the  course  for  teacher  certificate  renewal  credit.   Again,  they  were  not 
research  centered  but  rather  were  intended  to  stimulate  interest  in  local  history 
in  the  classroom.   In  this  respect  I  think  they  were  successful.   The  majority  of 
the  people  in  the  classes  were  really  interested  in  the  course.   Though  the  county 
history  book  was  the  basis,  we  examined  the  County  History  Room  materials  and 
took  a  tour  of  historic  sites.   Each  class  spent  a  class  period  with  Peter 
Hairston  at  Cooleemee  Platation  -  a  most  interesting  experience  for  all.   One  class 
session  in  each  course  was  given  over  to  reports  and  discussions  by  the  county 
manager,  county  farm  agent,  Mocksville  twon  engineer,  and  a  representative  from  the 
Northwest  North  Carolina  Development  Association.   Mr.  Hoffman  of  the  Archives 
talked  to  the  second  class. 

In  the  first  course  -  the  fall  and  winter  of  1972-73  -  I  asked  each  partici- 
pant to  complete  some  kind  of  a  project  or  take  an  exam.   In  the  second  course 
each  chose  a  project  (some  were  group  approaches)  and  all  took  an  exam.   I  kept 
no  records  and  I  could  not  now  identify  many  of  these  projects.   In  general  the 
projects  included  A.   several  units  of  study  with  illustrative  materials,  etc.  for 
a  given  classroom  level;  B.   genealogies  (now  on  file  in  the  Davie  County  Library); 
C.   copies  of  gravestone  inscriptions  (on  file  in  the  library);  D.   some  research 
(but  none  extensive)  on  various  topics  including  four  churches;  E.   three  excellent 
oral  history  tapes;  F.   one  very  excellent  audio-visual  -  a  picture  presentation  of 
county  history  for  primary  and  elementary  through  8th  -  program  with  some  50  color 
slides  and  tape  and  script  done  by  three  resource  librarians  in  their  elementary 
schools.   Some  are  still  working  on  projects  which  may  or  may  not  be  turned  in. 

The  genealogical  work  generated  by  the  Summer,  1972  class  concerns  the  Parker 
family  of  Davie  and  was  written  by  Christine  Daniels.   Scope  and  overall  quality  of 
the  work  could  not  be  determined  at  this  writing  but  verbal  accounts  indicate  that 
it  is  a  project  of  some  depth  and  quality. 

The  gravestone  records  include  Fork  Baptist  Church  and  Smith-Grove  Methodist 
and  are  not  yet  ready  for  editing  and  typing. 

Oral  History  Tapes 

Interviewer (s)  Interviewees  and  Subject 

Fred  Murphy  A  two-hour  tape  concerning  Cooleemee  and 

the  old  Ervin  Mills.   Includes  a  number 
of  interviewees,  among  them  Mary  Zachary 
whose  father  was  manager  of  the  Mill. 
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Mrs.  Ruby  Moore 


Undetermined  length.   Mrs.  Moore 
reminisces  about  Mocksville. 


Miss  Aileen  Steelman 


Undetermined  length.  Miss  Steelman 
interviewed  people  who  lived  on  and 
used  the  Old  Georgia  Road. 
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Duplin  County 

Instructor:   Dr.  Herbert  Paschal  Institution:   James  Sprunt  Institute 

Courses:  JL;  Fall,  1972 

Location:   James  Sprunt  campus,  Kenansville 

This  course  ran  an  abbreviated  schedule  of  five  class  sessions  for  a  total 
of  only  15  contact  hours.   The  unusual  character  of  the  course  resulted  from  my 
inexperience  and  lack  of  effective  communication  with  an  enthusiastic  administration. 
Eight  people  were  enrolled  and  no  known  results  were  forthcoming. 

Other  events  occurring  prior  to  the  above  effort  are  illustrative  of  the 
interest  in  local  history  in  Duplin  County.   In  the  Winter  of  1971-72,  I 
experimented  with  a  narrative  history  approach  at  James  Sprunt  Institute.   The 
course  was  taught  by  Faison  McGowan,  co-author  of  Flashes  of  Duplin's  History 
and  Government.   While  beneficial  to  those  who  took  it,  the  approach  did  not 
prove  appropriate  for  achieving  the  desired  objectives  of  lay  involvement  in 
research.   This,  together  with  other  experiences,  led  to  the  discarding  of  the 
narrative  approach  and  continued  search  for  an  effective  vehicle.   During  this 
period,  however,  key  individuals  in  the  Duplin  area  conceived  and  implemented 
the  concept  of  a  local  publication  oriented  toward  local  history. 

In  November  of  1972,  the  James  Sprunt  Foundation  presented  the  first  issue 
of  the  James  Sprunt  Review.   Published  quarterly,  as  "a  medium  of  publications 
and  discussion  of  history,  art  and  literature",  the  Review  is  oriented  strongly 
toward  local  history.   The  periodical  has  experienced  considerable  circulation 
growth  since  its  beginning  and  while  early  issues  have  been  oriented  toward  the 
immediate  geographical  area,  it  is  expected  that  the  Review  will  soon  begin  to 
include  articles  on  local  history  from  other  areas  of  the  state. 
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Durham  County 

Instructor:   John  B.  Flowers,  III    Institution:   Durham  Technical  Institute 

Courses:   1;  Fall,  1972 

Location:   Durham  Tech  campus,  Durham 

Mr.  Flowers  worked  under  Mr.  William  Powell  in  the  North  Carolina  Collection 
before  joining  Archives'  Historic  sites  section  in  Raleigh.   A  man  who  is  very 
interested  in  state  and  local  history,  Mr.  Flowers'  graciously  gave  of  his  own 
time  on  several  occassions  to  describe  the  North  Carolina  Collection  and  act 
as  tour-guide  for  groups  of  new  local  history  instructors. 

Mr.  Flowers 's  course  was  oriented  toward  the  basic  sources  relevant  to 
research  in  local  history  and  genealogy.   No  projects  were  required  and  no 
notes  survive  concerning  the  students'  interest  and  activities. 

As  explained  elsewhere  in  this  report*  this  lack  of  data  was  not  uncommon 
in  the  early  phases  of  the  program  and  does  not  reflect  on  instructor  performance 
but  rather  on  the  inexperience  of  the  Coordinator. 

My  observations  of  his  classes  have  led  me  to  conclude  that  nearly  all  of 
the  students  Mr.  Flowers  taught  in  Durham,  Granville,  and  Wake  counties  were 
interested  either  in  genealogy  or  in  a  passive  "information  only"  role.   A 
number  of  them  were  actively  engaged  in  research  and  by  their  participation  in 
classroom  activities,  gave  indication  of  intent  to  continue. 


*  See  Comments  Section 
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Forsyth  County 

Instructor:   John  Woodard  Institution:   Forsyth  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  _3;  Spring,  1973;  Fall,  1973;  Spring,  1974 
Location:   Z.  Smith  Reynolds  Library,  Wake  Forest  University 

John  Woodard  is  Curator  of  the  Baptist  Historical  Collection  at  Wake  Forest 
and  has  personal  interest  in  local  history.   A  former  member  of  the  Archives 
staff,  Mr.  Woodard1 s  familiarity  with  a  wide  range  of  record  group  has  proven 
quite  beneficial  to  his  classes. 

Course  Results 
Spring,  1973 

A  project  dealing  with  Clemmonsville  Township  tombstones  promised  to  be  a 
work  of  excellence.   Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hodnett's  progress  report  indicated  that 
although  numerous  problems  had  been  encountered,  the  project  would  be  finished. 
In  final  form. . ."names  from  all  cemeteries  will  be  listed  alphabetically, 
including  parents'  and  maiden  names,  and  indicating  established  relationships 
in  hopes  this  might  be  helpful  to  researchers.   The  final  paper  will  also 
indicate  in  which  cemetery  this  tombstone  is  to  be  found,  and  will  include  a 
map  locating  the  cemetery  within  the  Clemmonsville  Township." 

The  Ragland  Family  of  Forsyth  County,  North  Carolina  by  Charles  J.  Ragland 
is  an  excellent  beginning  on  a  genealogical  attempt  of  some  magnitude.   While 
the  bibliography  is  very  good,  the  author  failed  to  document  specific  statements 
in  the  body  of  the  paper.   The  quality  of  the  material  however  indicates  that 
documentation  could  easily  be  incorporated  in  a  final  draft. 
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Recent  communication  with  the  author  reveals  that  he  is  pursuing  the 
research  begun  in  Mr.  Woodard's  course.   In  late  June,  1974  Mr.  Ragland  stated 
that  he  had  visited  120  courthouses  in  seven  states  and  hopes  to  have  the 
Ragland  family  reconstructed  in  two  or  three  years.   "At  that  time  I  will  begin 
to  write  a  family  history." 

The  Family  of  Arch  McDonald  of  Scotland  by  Mary  Smith  is  a  good  beginning 
by  an  amateur  who  faced  a  time  deadline  for  her  project.   While  documentation 
is  sporadic  and  the  bibliography  a  bit  skimpy  and  incorrectly  stated,  the  paper 
epitomizes  what  the  average  student  can  be  expected  to  produce  in  11  weeks  and 
also  points  up  the  need  for  instruction  in  actual  writing.   The  author's 
enthusiasm  for  her  subject  indicates  that  she  will  probably  pursue  and  finish 
the  work  even  though  she  is  now  living  in  Georgia. 

The  brief  paper  on  the  Kleu  genealogy  is  illustrative  of  the  problems 
encountered  by  an  ameteur  researcher  whose  grandfather  emigrated  from  Germany 
in  1893.   In  spite  of  the  dearth  of  information  and  the  difficulties  encoun- 
tered, James  Kleu  has  exhibited  good  research  technique,  prepared  a  brief  but 
congent  summary  and  has  indicated  his  intention  to  continue  the  research. 

A  History  of  Transportation  in  Forsyth  County  -  over  75  typed  pages  in  11 
weeks  -  represents  phenomenal  coverage  for  a  course  of  such  brevity.   The 
bibliography  is  good  but  improperly  done;  the  body  of  the  work  needs  specific 
documentation  and  breaks  are  needed  between  the  various  types  of  transportation 
covered.   The  author  Robert  Steagall,  has  done  an  excellent  job  in  the  time 
span  allowed  and,  with  proper  guidance,  could  perfect  his  work  into  a  contri- 
bution of  considerable  merit. 
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Scrapbooks  on  Winston-Salem  (Doris  Gibson)  and  Friedburg  Church  (Guelda 
Crouse)  were  designed  and  compiled  by  teachers  taking  the  course  for  re-certi- 
fication.  Duplication  of  materials  in  the  scrapbooks  would  have  been  expensive 
and  was  not  required.   I  viewed  both  scrapbooks  and  found  them  to  be  oriented 
toward  elementary  school  children  and,  overall,  well  done. 

Transportation  in  Clemmons  -  1700-1960  by  Harriette  D.  Hunter  is  not 
comparable  with  the  above  described  Transportation  in  Forsyth.   However,  the 
report  does  contain  much  useful  information  although  poorly  written  and  poorly 
documented.   The  author  was  interviewed  by  Nita  Hilliard  and  a  good  newspaper 
article  on  her  paper  appeared  in  the  July  5,  1973  issue  of  The  Courier,  page 
IB.   (An  article  by  Nancy  Culp  on  the  Clemmonsville  Township  tombstone  project 
appears  on  the  same  page.) 

Korners  Folly  by  Kay  Smith  Gambrell  concerns  an  unusual  house  located  in 
Kernersville.   The  home,  completed  in  1880  by  Jule  Korner,  now  commands  the 
attention  of  local  citizens  who  wish  to  save  the  structure  from  vandals. 

Mrs.  Gambrell's  paper  is  not  properly  documented  and  her  bibliography 
indicates  that  only  one  primary  source  was  used.   "Korners  Folly"  is  a  fasci- 
nating subject  and  richly  deserves  more  intense  efforts  by  Mrs.  Gambrell  or 
other  researchers  with  the  view  of  producing  a  publishable  article. 

Verbal  progress  reports  on  Saturday's  Child  or  How  to  Research  a  Murder 
(Christine  Daniel)  and  Life  Saving  Stations  on  the  Outer  Banks  (Norman  Knecht) 
were  presented  by  the  authors  at  the  final  class  session  at  which  I  was  present. 
Both  projects  are  intended  to  be  published  as  books  and,  understandably,  the 
authors  were  reluctant  to  part  with  any  portions  of  manuscript.   Mrs.  Daniel 
began  her  work  over  20  years  ago  but  had  not  pursued  it  for  some  time  until 
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Mr.  Woodard's  class  got  her  started  again.   Mr.  Knecht  was  hoping  to  secure 
the  coorporation  of  the  Coast  Guard  to  continue  his  study  of  the  life  saving 
stations.   Both  verbal  accounts  were  intensely  interesting  but  recent  attempts 
to  contact  the  authors  about  their  progress  have  not  been  successful. 

Mildred  Bryson's  A  Brief  History  of  Centenary  Church  is  an  undocumented 
work  in  longhand  -  very  brief.   Mrs.  Bryson  has  made  some  inquiries  but  her 
work  is  only  a  beginning. 

Index  of  Pfafftown  Cemetery  by  Mary  Dark  represents  a  limited  yet  very 
useful  project  which  is  nearing  completion.   The  author  recorded  52  entries 
before  the  deadline  and  submitted  a  handwritten  account  of  her  work  to  date. 
She  plans  to  give  the  completed  project  to  the  Pfafftown  Christian  Church 
complete  with  an  aerial  photograph  map  with  each  grave  plotted.   Follow  up 
efforts  with  Mrs.  Dark  have  been  unsuccessful. 

Various  ongoing  genealogical  efforts  include  Hellen  Allen's  research  on 
the  Hudson  family;  Sarah  Jeffries'  work  on  the  Jeffries  line;  Linda  Woodard's 
sustained  research  on  the  Wilson  family  of  Stokes  County,  and  David  Priddy's 
work  on  the  Priddy  line  which  goes  into  the  eastern  counties. 

Fall,  1973 
Bethania  God's  Acre  by  Josephine  C.  Butner  has  excellent  possibilities. 
A  well-written  and  interesting  account  of  the  Moravian  burying  ground  in  Bethania 
from  1760  to  the  present,  the  paper  will  hopefully  be  used  as  a  preface  or 
introduction  for  a  directory  of  over  1000  interments  (complete  with  maps)  which 
is  now  being  compiled.   Bethania  God's  Acre  lacks  specific  documentation  and 
bibliography  but  the  quality  of  the  paper  indicates  that  these  omissions  can 
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easily  be  corrected.   Like  all  students  in  the  Woodard  classes,  the  author 
faced  a  deadline  and  her  paper  is  an  indication  of  what  is  planned. 

Mrs.  Arlen  DeVito  enrolled  in  the  class  in  order  to  acquire  information 
which  would  enable  her  to  index  and  prepare  a  card  catalog  for  the  local 
history  collection  in  her  home  county  of  Davie.   Her  experience  in  the  course 
enabled  her  and  others  to  successfully  perform  this  task.   Since  the  course 
she  has  also  started  research  on  a  history  of  the  First  Methodist  United  Church 
in  Mocksville.   Her  description  of  her  research  methods  to  date  indicate  that 
her  work  will  be  quite  thorough. 

Muddy  Creek  Church  of  Christ  by  Ann  Sheek  appeared  in  the  November  29, 
1973  issue  of  The  Courier,  page  IB.   The  author  discovered  the  minutes  of  the 
church  in  private  hands  and  using  these  as  main  sources,  produced  a  well- 
written  and  informative  article.   Mrs.  Sheek,  a  newspaperwoman,  was  very 
supportive  of  the  program  through  articles  in  The  Courier  and  has  recently 
completed  a  second  book  of  Ellis  family  history.   She  is  currently  gathering 
data  for  a  booklet  on  the  history  of  Clemmons  and  western  Forsyth. 

James  E.  Laughrum  is  abstracting  and  indexing  Yancey  County  census  data. 
Follow  up  efforts  indicate  that  the  1840  census  is  practically  finished  and 
the  1850  census  is  about  half  completed.   Mr.  Laughrum  does  not  plan  to  publish 
but  states  that  he  will  give  typescript  copies  to  Archives  and  various  libraries. 

Hal  and  Dorothy  Nifong  are  continuing  their  genealogy  of  the  Nifong  family; 
Ruby  Thurston  is  working  on  the  Steelman  line  and  Janet  Seippel  is  researching 
the  Blum  family. 

Follow-up  efforts  with  Paul  Price,  who  plans  to  describe  every  house,  church 
or  school  that  he  has  been  involved  with  indicate  that  he  is  progressing  slowly 
and  is  looking  forward  to  retirement  when  he  can  do  all  the  research  he  wishes. 
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Spring,  1974 

Comparison  of  Salem  1950  and  1974  by  Margaret  Higgins,  C,  Wayne  Dodson 
and  Peggy  P.  Dodson  was  the  most  ambitious  project  attempted  during  the  course. 
Still  unfinished,  this  effort  is  oriented  toward  "a  lot  by  lot  survey  of  Salem 
comparing  the  status  of  each  in  January  1950  and  in  May  1974  as  to  who  lived 
on  it,  who  owned  it,  what  it  was  used  for."   The  researchers  are  using  data 
from  the  tax  office,  deeds,  city  directories,  newspaper  files,  personal 
interviews,  published  sources  and  their  own  memories.   Most  of  the  tedious 
research  is  complete  but  a  number  of  personal  interviews  remain  to  be  done. 
A  large  map  is  used  to  display  the  changes  made  during  the  24  year  period. 

The  project  is  certainly  an  original  idea  and  Mr.  Woodard  and  1  plan  to 
strongly  encourage  the  authors  to  complete  their  research  and  publish  it. 

Mabel  Hucks'  Grimes  Family  1761-1974  is  rewarding  evidence  of  the 
program's  effect  on  an  individual  with  no  prior  research  experience. 
Currently  in  the  form  of  a  working  paper,  Mrs.  Hucks'  work  indicates  that 
she  covered  a  phenomenal  amount  of  ground  during  the  span  of  the  course. 
Follow-up  efforts  with  Mrs.  Hucks  show  that  she  is  continuing  her  research 
with  a  long-range  goal  of  publication. 

Bits  and  Pieces  by  Dinah  Reece  is  an  unusual  approach  to  a  progress 
report  of  her  research  on  the  Felts,  Myers,  Crater,  Sprinkle,  Williams, 
Dobbins  and  Reece  lines.   Her  "bits  and  pieces"  are  family  traditions  and 
legends,  unknown  family  papers  such  as  letters,  ledgers,  wills  etc.  that 
she  has  found,  leads  discovered  at  the  Quaker  Archives  and  in  13  cemeteries 
she  has  explored  old  Bibles  and  a  bonanza  of  newspaper  clippings  kept  by  a 
now-deceased  grandmother.   Mrs.  Reece  plans  to  continue  her  research. 
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A  Little  Bit  About  Toys  by  Mary  Whitener  is  a  brief  handwritten  sketch 
concerning  types  and  compositions  of  childrens  toys.   She  is  considering  a 
suggestion  that  she  do  a  research  paper  on  toys  used  locally. 

Dallas  Chappell  is  continuing  his  research  on  the  Freidland  Moravion 
Church.   His  deadline  for  completion  is  the  late  fall  of  1974. when  the 
congregation  will  celebrate  their  200th  anniversary. 

Ronald  Grubbs'  work  on  a  Grubbs  family  history  shows  excellent  promise. 
Another  example  of  one  who  came  for  re-certification  only  to  become  "hooked" 
on  research.   Mr.  Grubbs'  progress  report  is  superbly  documented  and  he 
definitely  plans  to  continue  his  work. 

Carter  Family  of  Yadkin  County  by  Donald  Carter  is  a  brief  sketch  of 
seven  generations.   It  is  not  well  documented. 

Holton  -  Weisner  Family  History  by  Alice  Eidson  and  Holland  Holton 
presently  consists  of  a  large  notebook  compilation  of  genealogical  data. 
Follow-up  efforts  indicate  that  the  work  is  going  forward  rapidly  and  well. 

Rebecca  Reed's  grandfather  was  Dr.  J.  M.  Lyerly  of  Rowan  County.   Dr. 
Lyerly  was  a  minister  with  a  strong  interest  in  education  and  was  the  central 
force  behind  the  Crescent  Academy  and  the  Nazareth  Orphange.   Mrs.  Reed  has 
various  data  including  several  account  books,  letters  and  copies  of  speeches 
which  could  be  utilized  in  a  biographical  article  on  the  man.   Mrs.  Reed  has 
never  attempted  a  work  of  this  type  but  Mr.  Woodard  and  I  are  encouraging  her 
to  do  research  on  a  man  who  deserves  to  be  remembered. 


41 


Gaston  County 

Instructor:   Dr.  Michael  Stockstill  (1972)     Institution:   Gaston  Technical 

Institute 
Instructor:   Wilma  Craig  (1974) 

Courses:  2;    Fall,  1972;  Spring,  1974 

Location:   Gaston  College  campus 

Dr.  Stockstill  conducted  a  good  course  but,  like  many  instructors  in  the 
early  period,  failed  to  require  projects  or  to  keep  a  record  of  students 
interest.   However  as  an  indirect  result  of  Stockstill's  course,  Mr.  Frank 
Crowell  later  conducted  courses  in  Lincoln  County.   Professional  obligations 
prevented  Dr.  Stockstill's  further  participation  in  the  program  and  Mrs.  Craig 
was  selected  to  replace  him. 

Mrs.  Craig  is  the  author  of  Ratchfords,  I  Reckon,  a  genealogical  work, 
and  has  been  involved  in  local  history  affairs  for  a  number  of  years.   Hers 
was  a  small  class  utilizing  a  20  contact  hour  length.   No  projects  were 
completed  but  a  number  are  in  progress. 

Course  Results 
Project  Summaries 

1.  Mrs.  Brenda  Weaver  has  begun  and  plans  to  continue  research  on  early  industry 
in  Gaston  County  including  lumber  mills,  foundries  and  textiles. 

2.  Mrs.  Thelma  Jenkins  has  begun  research  on  the  music  of  the  area.   Her  findings 
to  date  have  been  gleaned  from  secondary  sources  and  indicate  that  the  folk 
music  is  oriented  to  tragedy  and/or  hard  times. 
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The  lyrics  of  Ella  Mae  Wiggins  ("Chief  Aderholt")  and  Wilraer  Watts  ("Walk 
Right  in  Belmont")  reflect  the  events  of  the  Loray  Strike  of  1929  and  the 
environment  created  by  the  textile  economy  of  the  1920' s  and  1930' s. 

Mrs.  Jenkins'  work  has  potential  and  she  will  be  encouraged  to  continue 
her  work. 

Mr.  William  Craig's  interest  lies  in  identifying  points  of  historical 
interest  in  Gaston  County,  locating  them  on  a  county  map,  and  making  35mm 
slides  of  the  sites.   Among  those  currently  being  researched  are: 

1.  Fulenwide  Iron  Works  (1793) 

2.  Ore  tramway  which  ran  from  Long  Creek  to  High  Shoals 

3.  A  pig  iron  furnace  on  Long  Creek 

4.  Washington  Furnace  (pre-Revolutionary  pig  iron  works) 

5.  Edison  generator  (serial  no.  in  low  30' s;  Edison  himself  attended  the 
installation  process  in  1883  at  McAdenville) 

6.  William  Wilson  home  (brick;  circa  1812) 

7.  Richard  Rhyne  home  (brick;  circa  1799) 

8.  James  Hillhouse  White  home  (frame;  circa  1843) 

9.  Holland  home  (frame;  early  1830' s) 

10.  Moore  home  (frame;  early  1800' s) 

11.  A.  L.  Henderson  home  (frame;  circa  1874) 

12.  Thornburg  Sawmill  site  (water  powered;  pre  1900) 

Mr.  Craig's  work  has  excellent  potential  and  he  is  being  encouraged  to 
consider  preparing  his  research  for  publication. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  R.  Mauney  are  involved  in  genealogical  research  and  have 
researched  Robinson  and  Shuford  lines  through  nine  generations;  Rudisill  and 
Bagby  lines  through  eight  generations;  the  Mauney  line  through  seven  generations, 
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They  also  have  information  on  the  Hoyle,  Weidner,  Wilfong,  Baker,  Whittaker, 
Self,  Tyson,  Carpenter,  Perry,  Yoder  and  Bost  lines. 

Because  numerous  librarians  from  school,  college,  county,  and  city 
libraries  across  the  state  have  taken  our  courses,  a  librarians  summary  is  included 
here  as  an  example  of  the  effect  the  program  has  had  on  representatives  of  a 
profession  so  vital  to  progress  in  local  history.   Mrs.  Nancy  Moss,  a  public 
school  librarian,  enrolled  in  the  course  for  professional  reasons  and  found  that 
she  gained  personnaly  as  well: 


My  enrollment  in  our  local  history  course  at  Gaston  College  grew  out  of  a 
concern  for  the  heritage  of  our  area.   As  librarian  at  North  Gaston  High  School, 
I  am  concerned  with  providing  materials  that  will  acquaint  our  students  with 
current  and  historical  information  about  the  area  in  which  they  live.   When 
enrolling  I  hoped  to  find  help  in  two  primary  areas:   the  first  concerned  the 
acquiring  of  information  on  the  Gaston  County  Historical  Society;  and  the  second 
was  to  discover  more  sources  of  information  on  our  area. 

In  addition  to  learning  the  above,  as  a  result  of  our  class  discussions, 
I  have  also  become  interested  in  several  other  areas.   I  have  begun  a  much- 
needed,  though  very  difficult,  search  for  the  geneological  records  of  both  my 
husband's  and  my  families.   My  interest  in  the  historic  sites  in  our  county  and 
our  state  has  also  been  kindled.   My  husband  and  I  hope  to  visit  many  of  these 
in  the  months  and  years  to  come,  and  perhaps  collect  information  for  use  by  my 
students  as  well  as  for  our  personal  enjoyment. 

As  a  novice  in  the  whole  area  of  local  history  and  geneology  I  feel  that  I 
have  only  begun  my  work.   I  am  certain  that  the  projects  in  which  I  am  now 
involved  will  seem  very  elementary  to  those  of  our  class  who  possess  so  much 
more  sophistication  in  these  areas  and  who  come  to  the  course  with  a  much  richer 
background  from  which  to  share.   I  do  feel  fortunate  though  to  be  able  to  draw 
upon  their  greater  source  of  knowledge  and  experience.   And  I  do  hope  that  those 
beginnings  listed  below  will  be  just  that,  nascent,  embryonic  processes  and 
interests  that  I  can  pursue  for  many  years  to  come.   Perhaps  the  most  important 
personal  outcome  of  my  participation  in  our  local  history  course  involves  a 
maturing  of  attitudes  and  appreciations  and  a  widening  of  interests  in  our 
heritage. 

On  the  attached  pages  are  briefly  described  some  of  the  outgrowths  of  my 
participation  in  the  local  history  course. 

I.   I  have  taken  the  steps  listed  and  ordered  or  collected  the  following  materials 
for  North  Gaston: 

A.   New  North  Carolina  History  Books,  as  Western  North  Carolina  Since  the 
Civil  War  by  Ina  W.  Van  Noppen  and  John  J.  Van  Noppen. 
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B.  Local  history  and  geneology  materials  (The  County  of  Gaston  and  Our  Kin.) 

C.  Materials  for  the  information  file  (newspaper  articles,  maps,  pamphlets, 
etc.) 

D.  Survey  of  school  community  for  resource  people. 

E.  Addition  of  State  magazine  to  our  periodicals  order. 

F.  Contacted  Miss  Corrine  Puett  to  do  tapes  on  the  history  of  Gaston  County 
for  our  cassette  tape  library  housed  in  the  Media  Center. 

II.   I  have  begun  a  genelogical  search  of  my  husband's  and  my  families,  (Moss, 
Sellers,  Rider,  Groves). 

A.  The  search  for  my  ancestors  has  involved  a  hunt  for  family  records, 
correspondence  with  relatives  in  North  Carolina,  New  York  and  other 
states,  and  interviews  to  gain  information.   The  search  has  been  slow, 

though,  as  in  both  cases  family  records  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
Memories  are  much  shorter  than  thought  probable,  making  it  difficult 
to  go  back  more  than  a  couple  of  generations. 

B.  On  my  husband's  side  I  have  been  able  to  collect  some  information  on 
his  mother's  family,  the  Sellers,  and  on  his  father's  family  as  well. 
In  his  father's  case  I  was  able  to  locate  a  book  on  his  paternal 
grandmother's  family:   History  of  the  Creitz,  Crites,  Critz  Family 
(also)  spelled  with  a  K) .   This  has  proved  to  be  more  complete  than 
those  I  have  found  on  the  Moss  family,  that  is,  on  the  family  travel 
through  my  husband's  paternal  grandfather. 

III.   In  addition  I  have  adopted  a  few  very  simple  personal  procedures  that  apply 
to  my  daily  life.   The  examples  below  are  not  very  erudite  but  are,  none- 
theless, very  practical  steps. 

A.  I  have  begun  dating  all  old  family  photographs  as  specifically  as 
possible  and  carefully  labeling  persons  and  sites  shown  so  times,  names, 
and  relationships  will  not  be  lost  to  future  generations. 

B.  After  ray  visit  to  the  Clerk  of  Court's  and  Resistrar  of  Deed's  offices, 
I  constructed  a  holographic  will. 

C.  I  began  setting  up  a  family  file  of  important  papers  that  might  prove 
useful  to  us  and  possibly  to  future  generations. 

D.  My  husband  plans  to  list  his  service  record  with  the  Registrar  of  Deeds. 

E.  I  have  begun  collecting  notes  and  taped  information  on  my  parent's  child- 
hood experiences.   In  themselves,  they  will  prove  invaluable  personal 
mementos.   I  also  believe  that  I  will  have  some  valuable  information  that 
can  be  used  in  writing  some  short  stories,  or  perhaps  even  a  novel  for 
young  people. 
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Granville  County 

Instructor:   John  B.  Flowers,  III    Institution:   Durham  Technical  Institute 

Courses:   1;  Fall,  1972 

Location:   Thornton  Library,  Oxford 


See  Durham  County,  page 
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Halifax  County 

Instructor:   Margaret  Hofmann  Institution:   Halifax  County  Technical 

Institute 
Courses:  2;    Spring,  1973,  Spring,  1974 

Location:   Halifax  Technical  campus  (near  Halifax) 

Mrs.  Hofmann' s  reputation  as  a  professional  genealogist  and  lecturer  is 
well  known  throughout  much  of  the  South  and  is  recognized  by  such  institutions 
as  Duke  University  which  has  utilized  her  services  for  years.   Author  of  five 
books  of  record  abstracts,  Mrs.  Hofmann  is  currently  preparing  two  works  for 
publication,  Abstracts  of  Northampton  County,  North  Carolina  Wills  1760-1824 
and  Abstracts  of  Northampton  County,  North  Carolina  Deeds  1760-1800. 

Course  Results 

Bible  Records  collected  and  compiled  by  Susan  Moore. 

Contains  bible  records  of  the  Garlick,  Grant,  Proctor,  Shelton  and  Whitley 
families  of  Halifax  County.   The  work  is  in  typescript  and  a  copy  is  on  file 
with  the  public  library  in  Halifax.   None  of  the  records  had  been  published  or 
even  copied  prior  to  Mrs.  Moore's  efforts. 

Bible  Records  collected  and  compiled  by  Diane  Barden. 

Contains  bible  records  of  the  Stanton  family  (Pasquotank  County),  Riddick 
(Pasquotank),  Brite  (Pasquotank),  Joyner  (Northampton)  and  White  (Halifax).   In 
typescript  and  xerox  form,  the  compilation  is  on  file  in  the  Halifax  public 
library.   None  of  the  records  had  been  published  or  copied  prior  to  Mrs.  Barden's 
efforts. 

Bible  and  Family  Records,  collected  and  compiled  by  Mable  Williams.   The 
compilation  appears  to  be  thorough,  well  arranged  and  is  indexed.   The  work 
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contains  49  pages  of  typescript  and  xerox  copies  of  various  records  concerning 
the  Hux,  Owen,  Clark,  Pearson  and  Allen  families  of  the  area  and  is  filed  in 
the  Halifax  public  library. 

Descendants  of  Thomas  Thrower  by  Sarah  Hardison.   A  South  Carolina  native, 
Mrs.  Hardison  discovered  that  she  is  a  Thrower  descendant  while  a  member  of  the 
class.   Her  research  now  on  file  in  the  Halifax  public  library  is  in  chart  form 
and  documents  descent  from  1748  to  the  present.   Mrs.  Hardison  has  also  estab- 
lished the  location  of  the  original  Thrower  lands  near  Halifax,  documented  the 
migration  to  South  Carolina  and  mapped  to  original  South  Carolina  holdings  but 
has  retained  possession  of  this  work. 

In  Progress 

Katheryn  Brown  has  completed  research  on  the  North  Carolina  Throwers  but 
has  not  yet  filed  the  work  with  the  library. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Vaughn  and  Margaret  Phillips  are  continuing  to  research 
the  history  of  old  Halifax  homes  now  in  their  possession.   They  plan  to  place 
their  work  in  the  public  library. 

Mrs.  Ann  Canipe  is  continuing  to  research  the  White  and  Satterwhite 
families  (Vance  and  Granville  Counties)  and  has  completed  many  of  the  interviews 
and  gathered  a  number  of  uncollected  bible  records.   Currently  researching  public 
records,  Mrs.  Canipe's  plans  concerning  the  method  of  releasing  her  findings 
await  the  collection  of  further  data. 

Robert  Armstrong  was  a  student  with  no  background  in  history  or  research 
and,  although  limited  in  formal  education,  he  persevered  to  the  end.   Mr. 
Armstrong  plans  to  take  the  fundamentals  course  again  and  his  research  interest 
is  the  resettlement  area  created  in  the  1930' s.   An  interesting  point  is,  -  few 
people  know  there  was  a  resettlement  effort. 
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Publications  in  Progress 

Maxwell  Williams  took  Mrs.  Hofraann's  spring,  1973  course  "to  learn  his  way 

around  the  public  records"  in  order  to  do  the  research  necessary  for  a  historical 

noval  based  on  the  Halifax  Resolves.   He  followed  Mrs.  Hofmann's  course  with 

three  terms  in  a  creative  writing  course  and  is  currently  engaged  in  polishing 

his  novel  as  per  publisher's  suggestions. 

Mr.  John  McGwiggin  has  gathered  a  vast  amount  of  material  on  Enfield.   Like 

Mr.  Williams,  he  also  took  the  Mebane  Holloman  Burgwyn  creative  writing  course 

sponsored  by  Halifax  Technical  Institute  and  is  continuing  his  work  on  the 

history  of  Enfield. 
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Iredell  County 

Instructor:   Homer  Keever  Institution:   Mitchell  Community  College 

Courses:  2;    Fall,  1973 

Location:   Mitchell  Community  College  campus 

Mr.  Keever  is  Archivist  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  is,  one  might  say,  the  dean  of  county  history  in  Iredell. 
He  has  written  extensively  on  local  history  topics,  has  ammassed  a  wealth  of 
data,  and  is  probably  without  peer  as  a  resource  person  on  Iredell  County 
history. 

Thirty-six  students  enrolled  for  Mr.  Keever 's  course  and  he  wisely  insisted 
that  the  group  be  split  into  two  classes.   Mr.  Keever  did  not  ask  for  finished 
projects  at  the  conclusion  of  the  course  but  did  require  progress  reports  and 
indicated  that  he  expected  them  to  continue  in  their  research.   A  sequel  course 
for  these  students  is  being  considered  for  fall,  1974  as  well  as  another  funda- 
mentals course. 

Course  Results 
Progress  Reports 
Iron  Industry  in  Iredell  County  by  Anne  Poole  and  Alma  Norris  is  a  brief 
but  interesting  start  on  an  unresearched  subject.   The  authors  begin  with 
reports  to  England  concerning  the  possibilities  of  ore,  the  Proprietary  Edict 
of  1775,  and  the  N.  C.  Act  of  1788  to  encourage  iron  works,  all,  regrettably, 
undocumented.   They  then  concentrate  on  the  Sharpes  (who  were  reputedly  involved 
in  the  business)  through  deeds  and  census  data  and  mention  McHarque's  Mountain 
where  (tradition  has  it)  ore  was  mined.   Poole  and  Norris  conclude  with  an  all 
too  brief  list  of  further  sources  they  plan  to  check. 
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Tree  Distribution  in  Iredell  County  by  Carolyn  Allen  and  Victoria  Crosby. 
Using  a  total  of  58  documents  drawn  from  Granville  grants,  State  grants  and 
deeds  during  the  period  1750-1825,  the  authors  formed  the  hypothesis  that  plant 
succession  did  occur  in  Iredell  prior  to  the  coming  the  white  man  with  the 
observations  that  south  Iredell  did  seem  to  be  more  open.   The  project  was  done 
in  response  to  early  writers  including  Lawson  who  used  the  term  "savannah"  in 
describing  the  area.   The  authors  do  not  state  their  intentions  to  pursue  this 
line  of  research. 

Ebenezer  Academy  by  Doris  Ingram  is  an  excellent  beginning  on  a  worthy 
subject.   Using  primary  and  secondary  sources,  Mrs.  Ingram  has  compiled  a 
scanty  but  important  list  of  facts  about  the  institution  which  can  serve 
admirably  as  a  springboard  for  further  research.   While  Mrs.  Ingram  does  not 
expressly  state  that  she  intends  to  continue  the  research,  I  believe  that  she 
will.   Her  report  also  indicates  that  she  has  begun  to  work  on  her  genealogy. 

A  Brief  History  of  Black  Schools  in  Iredell  1923-1973  by  Helen  Parker  and 
Gay  Cartner  is  in  present  form  only  a  disjointed  collection  of  a  few  undocu- 
mented facts  together  with  a  statement  of  the  writers'  intentions.   The  subject 
is  difficult  to  research,  especially  for  Caucasians,  and  little  or  no  previous 
research  has  been  done.   The  author  indicates  their  intention  to  complete  the 
study  and  to  expand  the  subject  by  including  white  schools. 

Williamsburg  by  Victor  Crosby  is  a  brief  collection  of  unconnected  and 
undocumented  facts  about  a  small  Iredell  community.   Crosby  does  not  state  his 
intentions  as  to  further  work. 

A  Short  History  of  Statesville' s  Public  Schools  by  Nina  Guy  is  an  extremely 
brief  handwritten  paper  which  is  undocumented  except  for  a  reference  which 
indicates  that  all  information  came  from  microfilm  of  the  Statesville  Record. 
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The  paper  is  a  collection  of  statements  about  schools  evidently  drawn  for  news- 
paper sources.   Mrs.  Guy  does  not  state  her  intentions  for  further  research. 

A  sixth  grade  teacher,  Brenda  Bradshaw,  has  (according  to  her  paper  "Hands- 
On,  World-Local  Social  Studies")  attempted  to  intergrate  aspects  of  local  history 
into  classroom  teaching.   Specifically,  she  asked  her  students  to  inquire  of 
parents  and  grandparents  about  the  history  and  traditions  of  Iredell,  bring  in 
old  material,  trace  their  family  trees  and,  with  the  use  of  survey  sheets,  to 
gather  information  on  old  schools  from  relatives  and  friends. 

Her  paper  adds  to  evidence  I  have  gathered  from  across  the  state  which 
indicates  that  numerous  teachers  at  various  levels  of  public  education  would 
utilize  local  history  data  if  they  had  it. 

Tabor  Presbyterian  Church  by  Pearlie  Kennedy  is  a  very  brief  collection  of 
disjoined  and  undocumented  facts.  Mrs.  Kennedy  evidently  intends  to  pursue  the 
subject. 

Mrs.  Pauline  Cousins  submitted  a  one-paper  sketch  which  indicates  her  inten- 
tions to  do  research  on  The  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Three  individuals  submitted  reports  which  indicate  serious  efforts  and 
intentions  toward  a  centennial  history  of  the  Winthrop  Friends  Meeting  1877- 
1977.   Donald  and  Bernice  Haynes  and  Lou  Cartwright  together  with  one  non-class 
member  have  been  designated  as  a  committee  of  four  to  prepare  the  Winthrop 
history  by  1977.   Their  work  has  been  oriented  toward  identifying  various  sources 
to  be  used,  sketching  skeletal  outlines,  recording  the  cemetery,  and  beginning 
the  use  of  various  sources.   Two  of  the  three  have  become  interested  in  genealogy 
as  a  by-product  of  their  work  with  the  church  records. 

Carol  Hartness  submitted  a  one-page  progress  report  which  however  brief 
indicates  serious  intentions  to  write  a  history  of  the  Barium  Springs  Orphanage. 
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Nell  Lundy's  brief  progress  report  is  a  listing  of  the  sources  she  has 
identified  and  the  work  she  has  done  toward  a  history  of  the  Hebron  Baptist 
Church.   Mrs.  Lundy's  intentions  are  obviously  genuine  and  serious. 

John  Rogers'  progress  report  indicates  that  he  is  already  involved  in 
doing  a  history  of  the  Western  Avenue  Baptist  Church. 

Fae  Gill's  report  shows  that  her  work  on  the  Catholic  Church  history  is 
well  underway. 

The  Campbells  of  North  Iredell  and  Hunting  Creek  by  Eleanor  Campbell 
Templeton  is  an  excellent  example  of  a  serious  student  becoming  involved  in 
genealogical  research  handicapped  by  total  inexperience.   Her  work  is  good  but 
undocumented  although  she,  as  an  afterthought,  does  list  her  sources.   The 
paper  is,  in  effect,  a  progress  report  and  indicates  that  the  writer  has  the 
potential  to  complete  her  research  if  she  will  use  the  course  and  future  courses 
to  full  advantage. 

Daniel  McHargue's  progress  report  on  his  genealogical  work  shows  promise 
of  completion. 

Mrs.  Malcom's  progress  report  is  reproduced  verbatim  because  it  seems  to 
epitomize  the  desired  effects  of  the  course  on  a  student  interested  in  genealogy: 

Progress  Report 

I  have  been  tracing  several  of  my  family  lines:   Barkley,  Blackburn,  Brady, 
Cathey,  Cline  (Klein),  Dietz,  Garmon,  Hart,  Love,  as  well  as  Booker,  Harvell 
(Harvill) ,  Lawrence,  McLelland,  Shore  (Schorr)  and  others  of  the  distaff  side. 

I  feel  that  the  course  has  been  of  very  real  value  to  me.   If  it  accomplished 
nothing  else,  it  made  one  realize  that  instead  of  quickly  persuing  an  index, 
locating  the  name  and  page,  hurriedly  reading  only  the  data  I  thought  important, 
that  I  must  read  what  came  before  -  and  what  came  after  -  if  I  ever  expect  to 
understand  and  secure  the  real  facts. 
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So,  I  am  now  really  reading  the  "History  of  Catawba  County,"  then  I'll 
return  to  "annals  of  Lincoln  County,"  "History  of  Rowan  County"  and  others 
which  have  mostly  adorned  my  bookshelves  only,  for  many  years. 

I  have  searched  the  wills,  deeds,  guardian  records,  estate  settlements, 
marriage  and  death  records,  in  Catawba,  Lincoln,  Iredell,  Rowan,  Mecklenburg 
and  Surry  Counties  this  fall. 

I  have  also  searched  the  McCubbins  and  other  papers  in  the  Historical 
Search  Room  at  the  Rowan  County  Library  in  Salisbury,  the  same  at  the  library 
in  Charlotte,  the  local  library,  and  the  Search  Room  and  Historical  Records 
at  the  State  Library. 

I  have  checked  various  censuses,  numerous  books  relating  to  the  records 
of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  the  Colonial 
and  State  Records  of  North  Carolina. 

I  have  checked  cemetery  records  and  cemeteries,  as  well  as  several  church 
records  of  county  churches. 

As  a  result  of  checking  on  the  Civil  War  service  of  one  of  my  Brady 
ancestors  in  Louis  Manaharin's  volumes  on  the  Cavalry,  I  gave  the  Archives  an 
original  muster  roll  of  Co.  B,  19th  Regt. ,  N.  C.  Troops  (2nd  Cavalry),  January- 
February,  1862,  which  was  one  of  two  missing  muster  rolls. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  checking  the  records  of  Snow  Creek  Methodist  Church, 
Iredell  County  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church  in  Catawba  County.   I  especially  hope  to 
someday  check  the  Presbyterian  Church  records  at  Montreat. 

I  have  obtained  needed  information  from  the  Landmark  microfilm  files  of  the 
1850's  and  1890's  at  the  local  newspaper  office. 

I  also  attended  the  DAR  Genealogical  Seminar  in  Raleigh  at  the  Archives  in 
Raleigh  and  give  them  a  xerox  copy  of  one  of  the  Barkley  Family  Bibles. 
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Johnston  County 

Instructor:   George  Stevenson      Institution:   Johnston  Technical  Institute 

Courses:   1;  Fall,  1972 

Location:   Public  Library,  Smithfield 

Mr.  Stevenson  is  well  known  to  researchers  who  use  the  Archives  with 
regularity.   His  knowledge  of  Archives  holdings  is  encyclopedic  and  the  demand 
on  his  services  is  very  heavy.   Recently,  Mr.  Stevenson  co-authored  North 
Carolina  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity  Prior  to  1868  (1973)  and  is  responsible  for 
North  Carolina  Local  History:   A  Select  Bibliography  (1972) . 

This  particular  experience  is  illustrative  of  the  enduring  results  possible 
when  a  group  of  individuals  interested  in  research  are  brought  into  interaction 
with  a  highly  effective  instructor.   While  Mr.  Stevenson's  impact  on  this  class 
(and  through  them  the  entire  area)  cannot  be  easily  measured,  the  most  obvious 
indice  is  the  research-oriented  Johnston  County  Genealogical  Society  which  was 
formed  as  a  direct  result  of  the  course. 

Course  Results 

Class  members  met  informally  near  the  end  of  the  course  to  plan  the  forma- 
tion of  a  permanent  organization  oriented  toward  research  in  local  history  and 
genealogy.   Formally  organized  as  the  Johnston  County  Genealogical  Society  on 
January  23,  1973  this  body  has  grown  steadily  in  dues-paying  membership  and  is 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  most  viable  lay-research  groups  in  the  state.   The 
name  of  the  group  is  somewhat  misleading  because  the  membership  is  actively 
interested  in  local  history  as  well  as  genealogy. 

The  Society  is  structured  to  allow  informal  interaction  among  members  and 
this  group-research  approach  has  proven  effective  as  well  as  practical. 
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At  the  first  meeting,  specific  categories  of  interest  were  designated  and 
a  working  structure  was  incorporated  to  facilitate  research.   (A  number  of  these 
areas  of  research  were  direct  results  of  Mr.  Stevenson's  course.)   This  was 
accomplished  by  the  assignment  of  a  chairman  to  each  category  and  the  understand- 
ing that  the  entire  group  would  provide  input  according  to  their  ability  and 
inclination. 

Current  Status  of  Projects 

Tombstone  Inscriptions:   Charles  W.  Creech,  Chairman.   Specific  townships 
are  selected  by  interested  members  who  then  inventory  all  known  private,  public 
and  denominational  cemeteries.   The  complete  inscription  is  copied  and  turned 
in  to  the  chairman  in  homogeneous  groupings.   From  this  data,  Mr.  Creech  creates 
the  ever-growing  card  file  (kept  in  the  public  library)  arranged  alphabetically 
by  surname,  township  and  specific  burying  area.   A  separate  card  index  is 
planned  for  cemetery  locations. 

Census  Records:   Mrs.  Denton  Lee,  Chairwoman.   Mrs.  Lee  has  abstracted  the 
Johnston  County  1850  census.   Her  work  is  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  with 
house  numbers  indicated  because  she  found  this  system  convenient  to  use.   She 
is  now  at  work  on  the  1860  census  and  is  arranging  the  abstract  for  publication 
(typescripting  the  actual  returns  and  indexing  the  whole)  and  plans  to  re-work 
the  1850  census  for  publication.   A  bound  printed  longhand  copy  of  the  1850 
census  abstract  is  in  the  public  library. 

School  Records:  Robert  L.  Holt,  Chairman.  Records  of  discontinued  schools 
are  being  collected  by  the  membership  and  compiled  by  Mr.  Holt.  Final  plans  for 
organization  and  arrangement  await  the  collection  of  a  suitable  mass. 
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Bible  Records:   Virginia  Sanders,  Chairwoman.   Bible  records  are  being 
collected,  xeroxed  and  turned  over  to  Mrs.  Sanders  for  arranging  and  indexing. 
This  information  is  being  put  into  verticle  file  form  and  there  are  no  current 
plans  for  publication. 

Place  Names:   C.  S.  Coats,  Chairman.   Members  are  turning  information  on 
local  place  names  over  to  Mr.  Coats  who  is  recording  and  researching  this  data. 
A  Johnston  County  gazeteer  is  the  projected  goal  for  this  project. 

Genealogy:   Virginia  Satterfield,  Chairwoman .   Mrs,  Satterfield  collects 
genealogical  information  from  members  and  other  sources.   This  type  of  data  is, 
of  course,  highly  varied  as  to  quality,  type  and  mass  and  it  is  her  responsi- 
bility to  arrange  this  data  for  reference  use. 

Traditions,  Folklore  and  Human  Interest:   Mrs.  E.  S.  Grady,  Chairwoman. 
Mrs.  Grady  is  responsible  for  collecting  and  arranging  information  relevant  to 
this  category. 

A  cursory  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Society  show  that  almost  every 
meeting  results  in  a  wide  variety  of  data  presented  for  placement  in  the 
Johnston  County  Room.   These  include  old  records,  wills,  deeds,  books,  newspaper 
clippings,  scrapbooks,  genealogies,  cemetery  records,  pictures,  Bible  records, 
maps,  specific  history  projects,  etc.  and  does  not  necessarily  include  data 
presented  by  non  members  at  other  times.   The  minutes  do  not  necessarily  show 
oral  history  gathering,  or  activities  of  members  such  as  Mrs.  Lee  and  Mr.  Creech 
in  taking  considerable  collections  of  church  records  to  the  Archives  for 
microfilming. 

The  Society  and  the  Public  Library,  while  separate  entities,  work  together 
as  though  they  were  integral  parts  of  a  whole.   The  Johnston  County  Room, 
established  some  years  ago,  is  the  base  of  operations  for  the  Society  and  library 
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staff  members  also  hold  membership  in  the  Society.   Bookmobile  drivers  are  on 
a  constant  lookout  for  old  cemeteries  and  carry  a  tape  recorder  to  take  advantage 
of  interview  opportunities  with  senior  citizens.   The  Johnston  County  Room  is 
considered  a  vital  part  of  the  Library's  function  and  the  normal  organizational 
services  and  accommodations  are  as  available  to  it  as  to  any  other  segment  of 
the  library,  and,  the  Society  is  considered  the  life-force  of  the  Johnston 
County  Room. 

The  Johnston  County  Genealogical  Society  is  truly  one  of  the  most  unique 
and  productive  results  of  the  program. 

Spin  Offs 

An  archivist  par  excellence,  Mr.  Stevenson's  professional  responsibilities 
embrace  all  North  Carolina  records  held  by  the  Archives.   As  a  result  of  teaching 
in  the  program,  however,  he  became  personally  interested  in  Mr.  Francis  Manning's 
efforts  to  coordinate  a  history  of  Mr.  Stevenson's  home  county  of  Martin. 

George  Stevenson's  research  will  comprise  two  chapters  of  the  history:   a 
treatment  of  Martin  County  Indians  and  a  cartobibliography. 


58 


Lee  County 
Instructor:   Marvin  Gaster        Institute:   Central  Carolina  Technical  Institute 
Courses:  3;  Fall  1973;  Winter,  1974 
Location:   Central  Carolina  Technical  Institute  campus 

Mr.  Gaster  is  well  known  in  the  area  for  his  interest  in  both  local 
history  and  genealogy.   He  is  responsible  for  a  portion  of  the  recent 
centennial  history  of  Sanford  as  well  as  a  number  of  newspaper  articles, 
but  the  bulk  of  Mr.  Caster's  research  still  awaits  arrangement  for 
publication. 

Course  Results 
Mr.  Gaster  has  affirmed  that  none  of  the  students  in  the  three 
classes  had  previous  experience  in  research  related  to  local  history 
or  genealogy.   Consequently,  no  polished  research  was  completed  but  a 
number  of  projects  were  begun.   Twenty-nine  of  the  students  began  research 
in  family  history  and  two  have  begun  serious  research  on  historical 
topics.  Follow-up  efforts  by  Mr.  Gaster  in  August  indicated  that 
seventeen  of  the  students  are  continuing  work  begun  in  the  classes, — 
some  with  excellent  results. 

Of  those  projects  available  for  examination: 
History  of  the  Deep  River  Coal  Fields  by  Ramona  A.  Laws on  is 
presently  only  a  longhand  draft  of  her  findings  to  date.   However, 
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Mrs.  Lawson's  primary  sources  include  a  number  of  interviews  with 
those  who  worked  in  the  mines  and  the  work  indicates  that  her 
interest  in  the  subject  will  result  in  much  further  research; 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Attorney's  of  Sanf ord ,  Jonesboro  and 
Early  Lee  County  by  Marsha  Penny  is  currently  only  the  bare  beginning 
of  a  project  which  Mrs.  Penny  was  forced  to  temporarily  shelve  for 
reasons  of  health.   Mrs.  Penny's  intentions  to  pursue  this  line  of 
research  are  firm; 

Genealogies  include  the  Buie,  House,  Womack,  Hedgpeth,  and  Wicker 
lines.  All  represent  the  efforts  of  beginners  who  have,  in  effect, 
made  a  promising  start; 

One  student  is  doing  a  combination  study  of  the  community  of 
Glendon  and  of  the  Hancocks  who  settled  there. 

All  of  the  above  projects  stand  in  need  of  much  better 
documentation.  Failure  to  document  adequately  has  been  a  characteristic 
of  all  beginners  in  the  program  and  the  instructors  indicate  that 
the  concept  of  documentation  is  difficult  to  impart. 

Spin  Off 
Members  of  the  Mr.  Caster's  classes  have  formed  and  incorporated 
the  Lee  County  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society.   In  the  short 
space  of  five  months  this  group  has: 
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1.  Become  well  organized. 

2.  Conducted  a  guided  tour  of  Lee  County  historical  sites, 

3.  Engaged  in  efforts  to  save  Sanford's  oldest  standing 
house  from  destruction. 

4.  Acquired  by  gift  the  Lashley  House  and  acreage  for  use 
as  a  future  center  of  operations. 

5.  Begun  a  project  which  includes  the  locating,  mapping, 
listing  and  cleaning  of  Lee  County  cemeteries. 


Lenoir  County 

Instructor:   Robert  A,  smith  Institution:   Lenoir  Community  College 

Courses:   8,  One  course  each  quarter  during  the  past  two  years 
Location:   Lenoir  Community  College  campus 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  professional  genealogist  quite  familiar  with  area  sources. 
He  had  conducted  courses  in  genealogical  research  for  some  time  prior  to  the 
program  and  regular  quarterly       es  had  already  become  the  norm  by  September, 
1972.   His  classes  are  usually  (but  not  always)  small  and  several  students  are 
constant  repeaters  thus  creating  a  classroom  situation  very  conducive  to 
continuity,. 

Course  Results 
Publications  in  Progress 

Greene  County  and  Its  People  by  Mary  Kiipatrick.  has  a  target  completion 
date  of  November,  1974-   Included  in  the  work  will  be  some  census  records  of  the 
county  as  well  as  a  list  ot  known  residents  not  shown  in  the  1850  census;  a 
coverage  of  county  churches  and  schools;  a  listing  of  some  of  the  older  cemeteries 
including  roughly  5,000  tombstone  records,  tax  lists,  briet  biographies  of  some 
residents;  and  description  ot  pertinent  events, 

I  have  not  met  Mrs.  Kiipatrick  or  reviewed  any  of  her  work.   According  to 
Stevenson's  bibliography  ot  works  pertaining  to  counties,  this  will  evidently  be 
the  first  history  of  Greene  Count} . 

Lenoir  County  Census:   i870  by    Robert  Smith  and  Jake  West  will  be  available 
by  October  1,  1974,   the  -       i  sell  tor  $10  per  copy  and  300  copies  are  now 
being  made,   While  no  "hard"  information  is  available  concerning  the  format,  I 
believe  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  work  wa=  arranged  according  to  the  norms 
generally  used  m  census  publications 


Humorous  Events  in  the  Life  of  an  Ancestor  is  the  title  of  a  little  book 
which  should  be  ready  for  publication  during  the  coming  year. 

Other  Projects 

Few  details  are  available  on  a  number  of  genealogies  in  progress  including 
the  Jarrnan  and  Harper  lines, 

Several  students  are  still  in  the  data  collecting  phase  of  their  genealogical 
research. 

Members  of  Mr.  Smith's  classes  took  part  in  the  restorations  and  preservation 
of  the  one  remaining  colonial  cemetary  m  Kinston  and  others  have  participated  in 
the  restoration  of  a  colonial  home. 

Class  Projects 

An  indication  of  the  type  of  students  Mr.  Smith  has  is  shown  in  two  on-going 
class  projects: 

Each  class  (4  per  year)  donates  a  publication  relevant  to  research  in  local 
history  or  genealogy  to  the  Lenoir  Community  College  library.   Lenoir  Community 
College  has  excellent  holdings  m  the  local  history  field  and  their  collection  of 
county  records  microfilm  is  second  only  to  that  held  by  Archives. 

Lenoir  County  Cemeteries  is  a  project  begun  about  two  years  ago.   The  goal 
is  coverage  of  ail  Lenoir  County  cemeteries  and  at  present  the  project  is  approxi- 
mately half  completed*   Mr-  Smith  and  his  classes  have  taken  an  approach  which,  by 
its  nature,  points  up  the  support  which  the  college  gives  to  the  program. 

Leaders  and  specific  enumerators  are  chosen  for  each  township.   On  large 
cemeteries,  whole  groups  participate  and  often  have  a  "cookout"  on  completion. 

Each  Tuesday  afternoon  and  evening,  two  class  members,  Latta  Smith  and  Ruby 
Ervin,  serve  as  keypunch  operators  and  transfer  the  data  of  the  previous  week  to 
computer  cards.   The  data  is  then  fed  into  the  college  computer  network  for  storage. 


Mary  Lockhard  acts  as  proofreader  and  Fay  Wilson  serves  as  programmer  and 
operator,   Desired  data  on  any  individual  or  group  is  thus  available  by  computer 
printout  which  also  gives  the  name  and  location  of  each  cemetery. 
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Lincoln  County 

Instructor:   Frank  Crowell 

Courses:  _2 

Location:   Gaston  College,  Lincoln  Center,  Lincolnton 

These  two  courses  are,  in  part,  "spin  off"  results  of  Dr.  Stockstill's 
efforts  at  Gaston  College  in  the  fall  of  1972.   Mr.  Crowell  took  that  course 
and,  at  the  demand  of  interested  individuals  in  his  home  county  area,  volun- 
teered to  conduct  a  similar  course  in  Lincolnton.   Mr.  Crowell,  a  retired 
hospital  administrator,  has  heen  active  in  local  history  affairs  for  many 
years.   He  was  a  major  factor  in  the  outdoor  drama  commemorating  the  Battle 
of  Ramsour's  Mill  and  was  personally  responsible  for  the  reissuance  of  the 
Annals  of  Lincoln  County. 

Mr.  Crowell  does  not  have  a  research  background  but  has  performed 
admirably  in  the  absence  of  a  highly  qualified  instructor  for  the  area.   His 
personal  interest  in  local  history  has  proven  infectious  and  with  each  exper- 
ience in  teaching  he  becomes  more  familiar  with  the  sources. 

Course  Results 
Mrs.  Helen  Peeler  is  doing  a  genealogy  of  the  Wise  family  of  Lincoln 

County  and  plans  to  put  her  research  in  circulation  either  in  typescript  or 

published  form.   She  is  also  gathering  data  for  a  history  of  Lincoln  County 

schools. 

Mr.  Allen  Freeman  is  conducting  research  on  the  Freeman  family 

Mrs.  Ann  Keener  is  researching  the  Keener  and  allied  families  and  has 

plans  for  eventual  publication.   Mrs.  Keener  is  also  abstracting  marriage 

licenses  from  1868  to  1900. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  (Francis)  Goodson  have  been  working  on  the  Goodson 
genealogy  for  nine  years.   They  plan  to  publish  by  1976. 

Mrs.  Keener  and  the  Goodsons  are  also  inventorying  old  cemeteries  (both 
family  and  denominational)  but  plans  for  publication  are  not  firm  at  this 
time. 

Miss  Debbie  Casper  has  completed  a  Reinhart  family  history  from  1745  to 
the  present  -  a  work  of  1  1/2  years  and  has  definitely  planned  to  publish. 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  impact  of  the  course (s)  on  the  above 
individuals.   Some  would  have  continued  their  work  without  it  but  others 
affirmed  that  it  gave  them  the  necessary  boost  to  continue  or  to  complete 
their  projects. 

Other  efforts  are  known  to  be  direct  results  of  the  course(s) : 

Mrs.  Goodson  has  utilized  old  Lincolnton  newspapers  to  write  an  article 
on  the  Loretz  house; 

Mary  Dellinger  is  doing  an  article  on  the  first  hundred  lots  in  Lincolnton; 

Rita  Black  has  begun  research  on  Indians  of  the  area; 

Jean  Skibow  has  begun  research  on  the  Baxter  family; 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Miller  has  begun  research  on  the  Hoyle  and  Fullenwider 
families . 

Spin  Offs 
The  Lincoln  County  Historical  Association  was  re-activated  as  an  action- 
oriented  group  during  the  last  weeks  of  Mr.  Crowell's  first  course.   As  one  of 
their  first  and  most  important  acts,  the  new  Association  chose  to  pay  $1,000 
toward  a  new  $1,500  3M  reader-printer  which  has  already  been  placed  in  the 
Lincoln  County  public  library.   The  group  is  also  working  closely  with  library 
and  county  personnel  on  plans  for  a  new  library  building  which  will  include 
space  for  a  Lincoln  County  Room. 
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As  president  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Crowell  has  worked  with  the  library 
staff  to  insure  purchase  of  relevant  portions  of  the  Core  Collection  of  county 
records  microfilm.   And,  as  a  private  citizen,  he  like  other  Association 
members  continue  to  gather  artifacts  and  data  for  eventual  placement  in  the 
Lincoln  County  Room.   A  notable  example  is  Mr.  Crowell' s  recent  discovery  of 
an  early  courthouse  cornerstone  (1830' s)  which  he  has  salvaged  for  eventual 
placement  in  the  library. 
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McDowell  County 

Instructor:   Robert  Conway         Institution:   McDowell  Technical  Institute 
Courses:  _1;  Spring,  1973 
Location:   McDowell  Tech  campus 

Mr.  Conway  made  two  observations  about  his  experience  with  the  course  which 
would  apply  to  a  number  of  other  instructors  also.   He  said  that  his  initial 
concern  over  how  to  keep  his  group  occupied  for  10  weeks  was  quickly  reversed 
and  that  he  failed  to  emphasize  sufficiently  the  importance  of  studenc  involve- 
ment in  research. 

Overall,  Mr.  Conway's  students  were  highly  pleased  with  the  program  and 
requested  an  extra  session  which  combined  a  social  function  with  presentation 
of  papers.   Several  guests  appeared  for  the  final  session  and  their  presentations 
gave  evidence  of  serious  work  relating  to  tombstone  records  of  the  county  and 
early  land  owners  and  old  homes.   Involvement  with  these  individuals  should  be 
sought  for  the  next  course  offering. 

Several  of  the  student's  papers  were  of  the  super-patriot  type  and  little 
can  be  said  for  them.   One  paper  concerned  a  school  and  two  students  made  oral 
presentations  on  their  program  in  genealogy.   The  instructor  did  not  keep  any 
of  the  papers. 

Follow-up  efforts  with  class  members  in  the  spring  of  1974  indicated  that 
all  participants  found  the  course  rewarding  and  helpful;  that  at  least  two  are 
continuing  research  in  both  genealogy  and  local  history  and  one  lady  states 
flatly  that  the  course  stimulated  her  interest  in  local  history  to  the  ext- 
that  she  is  now  president  of  the  local  historical  society. 
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One  presentation  on  the  final  night  interested  me  greatly  for  the 
combination  of  subject  matter  and  oral  presentation  indicated  potentially 
publishable  material.   Correspondence  with  the  student  produced  a  draft  and, 
regretfully,  false  hopes  for  the  student.   The  paper  concerns  the  scalping  and 
survival  of  a  child  during  the  Indian  uprising  of  1776.   The  material,  while 
fascinating,  is  drawn  completely  from  one  secondary  source.   That  source  has 
led  to  inquiries  still  unresolved  concerning  the  location  of  a  private  collec- 
tion known  as  the  Spainhour  papers. 
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Mecklenburg  County 


Instructor:   Miss  Elizabeth  Williams         Institution:   Central  Piedmont 

Community  College 
Courses:  2;    Winter,  1973-74,  Spring,  1974 

Location:   The  Carolina  Room,  Charlotte-Mecklenburg  Public  Library,  Charlotte 


Miss  Williams  is  Historian  for  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Charlotte 
and  has  done  genealogical  work.   A  retired  librarian,  Miss  Williams  is  a  local 
history  enthusiast  who  relates  very,  very  effectively  to  a  segment  of 
Charlotte's  population  which  has  a  deep  interest  in  local  history  and  genealogy, 
Her  first  class  proved  so  popular  that  another  was  scheduled  to  follow 
immediately  and  hopefully  many  more  will  succeed  those  classes  already 
scheduled  for  the  fall. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg's  population  density  and  geographical  size  is  such 
that  simultaneous  courses  could  be  offered  at  various  points  in  the  area  every 
quarter  of  the  year.   As  in  other  areas,  however,  instructor  recruitment  has 
proven  difficult  and  redoubled  efforts  are  in  order  for  this  historic  region. 

Course  Results 
Projects  Near  Completion 
Records:   Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  by  the  Misses  Lucey  and  Mary 
Fisher.   The  church  is  located  in  Concord  and  dates  from  1857.   The  Fisher 
sisters  have  organized  the  records  into  natural  divisions  of  communicants, 
baptisms  marriages  and  deaths  and  have  included  a  brief  history  of  the  church 
written  in  1957.   A  valuable  work  as  is,  the  Fishers  will  be  encouraged  to 
polish  their  efforts  to  include  an  index  in  the  final  typescript  copy. 
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Marriages  as  Shown  by  Will  Books  A  and  B,  Anson  County,  North  Carolina  by 
Reva  Nance  Carpenter  is  another  valuable  work  which  only  lacks  an  introduction 
describing  the  approach  used  and  limitations  involved.   The  work  is  quite 
significant  in  that  marriage  bonds  for  Anson  are  almost  non  existent.   Mrs. 
Carpenter's  plans  for  publication  are  not  definite  at  this  time. 

The  Wisakyola  Historical  Festival  by  Clement  Gordan  is  a  brief  longhand 
account  of  the  functions  and  purpose  of  the  Waxhaws  Historical  Festival  and 
Drama  Association  and  their  publication,   The  Wisakyola  Historical  Festival 
Review. 

In  Progress 

The  best  prospective  work  to  be  generated  by  Miss  Williams  courses  to 
date  is  a  history  of  the  Oakdale  School.  The  author  has  already  completed 
much  of  the  research  on  the  school  which  has  had  an  interesting  past.  She 
has  not  engaged  in  any  research  efforts  before  and  is  particularly  anxious  to 
do  quality  work.  The  history  shows  promise  of  being  a  well  documented  and 
thorough  account. 

Early  Hospitals  in  Charlotte  by  Peggy  Rowland  is  a  brief,  undocumented 
account  in  longhand.  While  this  subject  richly  deserves  further  attention, 
Mrs.  Rowland's  plans  for  continuation  are,  at  present,  unknown. 

Baptist  Beginnings  at  Beulah  by  Marion  McGaha  is  taken  entirely  from 
secondary  sources.   An  account  of  Baptist  beginnings  in  the  Charlotte  area,  it 
must  be  considered  as  an  initial  effort  on  the  subject  which  the  author  will 
hopefully  continue. 

The  most  complete  genealogical  work  to  date  which  emerged  from  the  course 
is  Over  Those  New  England  Hills:   A  Story  of  the  Royce  Family  by  Earle  Royce 
III.   Royce  has  done  a  very  good  job  especially  when  consideration  is  given  to 
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the  fact  that  all  American  progenitors  save  himself  were  born  in  New  England. 
Still  incomplete,  the  work  is  for  the  most  part  well  documented.   The  bibli- 
ography is  strong  but  incomplete  in  the  sense  that  only  titles  are  given  and 
it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  between  published  and  unpublished  works. 
Royce's  work  definitely  shows  promise  of  publication.   Although  he  had  com- 
pleted much  of  the  research  prior  to  the  course,  Mr.  Royce  indicated  that  he 
had  benefited  a  great  deal  from  the  experience  and  that  his  research  had 
progressed  significantly  because  of  it. 

A  Beginning  History  of  the  Todd  Family  by  Mary  Elsie  Brown  is  at  present, 
a  collection  of  xeroxed  copies  of  wills,  deeds,  census,  church  and  family 
records.   The  mass  constitutes  the  initial  efforts  of  a  beginner  with  deter- 
mination to  pursue  her  research,  and,  from  that  standpoint,  is  a  very  rewarding 
progress  report. 

Woodson:   Twelve  Generations  by  Margaret  Woodson  McNaul  is  the  initial 
efforts  of  a  beginner  who  has  found  rich  secondary  sources  and  only  beginning 
to  delve  into  primary  materials.   Unfortunately,  she  has  thus  far  failed  to 
create  a  chart  or  document  her  work  but  certainly  has  not  gone  so  far  as  to 
make  such  corrections  difficult. 

Mary  Vorhees  has  traced  the  movement  of  her  maternal  line  from  North 
Carolina  to  South  Carolina  to  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky  to  Indiana  during  a 
time  span  ranging  from  the  early  1700 's  to  the  late  19th  century.   Mrs.  Vorhees' 
has  accumulated  some  fascinating  data  which  deserves  documentation  and  serious 
re-organization  and  re-writing. 

Funderburke  Family  History  by  Clement  Gordon.   Gordon  acknowledges  the 
work  of  other  individuals  and  a  published  Funderburke  history  but  his  paper 
needs  reorganization  and  contains  far  too  much  material  irrelevant  to  the 
subject. 
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New  Hanover  County 
(Pender  County  also  included) 

Instructor:   Leora  McEachern      Institution:   Cape  Fear  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  2;    Fall,  1972,  Spring,  1973 

Location:   Cape  Fear  Tech  campus,  Public  Library,  Burgaw 

Mrs.  McEachern  had  conducted  courses  in  historical  and  genealogical 
research  for  over  a  year  prior  to  the  initiation  of  our  program.   Intensely 
active  in  local  history  and  genealogical  research,  Mrs.  McEachern  has  had  a 
considerable  number  of  articles  and  books  published  since  1965.   At  present 
she  is  abstracting  and  indexing  the  Duplin  County  Court  Minutes  which  will  be 
published  in  Kenansville.   Recently,  Mrs.  McEachern  has  co-authored  two  books, 
Salt,  That  Necessary  Article  a  documentary  history  of  salt  manufacture  in 
North  Carolina  and  an  editing  of  the  New  Hanover  County  Committee  of  Safety 
minutes  scheduled  to  appear  on  August  8. 

Mrs.  McEachern' s  courses  have  attracted  the  attention  of  various  strata 
of  society  in  the  Lower  Cape  Fear.   One  lady,  orphaned  as  a  child,  was  able  to 
establish  her  ancestry.   Three  members  of  a  prominent  hereditary  society 
attended  for  the  purpose  of  further  substantiation  of  eligibility  and  research 
on  additional  lines. 

Course  Results 
Projects  Completed 

Scottish  Gravestone  Records,  collected  and  compiled  by  Merle  Underwood. 

Mrs.  Underwood's  project  includes  private  and  denominational  cemeteries 

from  the  North  Carolina  coast  to  at  least  as  far  west  as  Concord,  North 
Carolina.   Although  most  information  relates  to  North  Carolina,  some  South 

Carolina  cemeteries  are  included.   The  work,  a  survey  of  Scottish  surname 
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tombstones  collected  during  years  of  research  by  the  author,  constitutes  a 
very  valuable  research  course.   Currently  in  typescript  only,  the  paper  was 
written  as  a  direct  result  of  the  course.   Duplicate  copies  have  been  made 
and  placed  in  a  number  of  libraries. 

The  Rivenbarks  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  Vol.  I  (1972),  and  The 
Descendants  of  John  Murray,  Vol.  I  (1973) ,  by  Audrey  Riverbark  have  been 
published  privately  in  Burgaw  and  are  direct  results  of  courses  taught  by 
Mrs.  McEachern.   These  genealogies  are  the  first  efforts  of  a  lady  with 
unflagging  interest  in  the  subject.   Organization  is  consistent  and  both 
publications  are  fully  indexed.   Documentation  is  somewhat  sporadic  and  a 
numbering  system  was  not  utilized. 

Pender  County  Gravestone  Records,  Vol.  V,  by  Leora  McEachern,  will  pro- 
bably be  published  this  year.   The  project  will  include  inscriptions  from 
Pender  County  and  lower  Sampson  County.   It  is  included  here  because  class 
members  have  provided  information  and  various  input  to  aid  the  author  in 
compiling  the  five  volume  work. 

Publications  in  Progress: 

Pender  County  Bible  Records  gathered  and  compiled  by  the  Spring,  1974 
class  in  Burgaw  is  ready  to  be  edited  for  publication.   This  task  will  pro- 
bably be  handled  by  Mrs.  McEachern  and  publication  is  expected  within  the 
next  six  months. 

Mrs.  Lucile  Blake  is  working  on  Brunswick  County  deeds  while  concurrently 
compiling  tombstone  records  of  the  county.   Both  projects  will  probably  be 
published  but  a  target  date  has  not  been  set. 

Projects  in  Progress: 
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Mrs.  Jasper  Black  is  researching  the  Maultsby  family  of  Columbus  County, 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Robert  Walker,  who  contributed  heavily  to  the  Wells  family  history 
recently  published  in  Arkansas,  is  researching  the  Savage  and  Paige  families 
of  Duplin  and  Pender,  and  the  Murphey  line  of  New  Hanover  County. 

Merle  Underwood  is  working  on  the  Brown  and  Mulford  lines  of  Bladen 
County. 

Lucile  Black  is  researching  the  Daniel  family  of  Brunswick  County. 

Mrs.  Helen  Bennett  is  researching  the  Mentz  and  Bennett  families  of 
Brunswick  County. 

Spin  Offs 

Canetuck  Baptist  Church  records  (Pender  County)  have  been  copied  due  to 
influence  of  the  course. 

A  genealogy  column  has  been  started  in  a  Pender  County  paper  because  of 
Mrs.  McEachern's  classes  in  that  area. 
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Onslow  County 

Instructor:   Tucker  Littleton        Institution:   Coastal  Carolina  Community 

College 
Courses:   1_;  Fall  and  Winter,  1973-74 

Location:   White  Oak  High  School  campus 

Mr.  Littleton  is  an  active  Baptist  minister  who's  avocation  is  local 
history  and  archeology.   He  has  written  a  number  of  articles  on  Swansboro  and 
is  an  active  supporter  of  local  history  efforts  in  the  area. 

In  spite  of  various  difficulties  and  problems,  the  course  was  a  definite 
success. 

Most,  if  not  all,  class  members  were  not  natives  of  Onslow  and  the 
majority  were  not  native  North  Carolinians.   Yet  Mr.  Littleton  was  able  to 
create  an  enthusium  for  local  history  which  resulted  in  a  very  positive 
reaction  by  the  class. 

Course  Results 
Part  of  the  difficulties  resulted  from  communication  problems  between  Mr. 
Littleton,  the  institution  and  myself;  problems  caused  by  physical  difficulties 
and  human  error.   As  a  result,  I  missed  the  final  session  of  the  class  and  Mr. 
Littleton  failed  to  keep  copies  of  student  projects  which  include  a  history  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  of  Jacksonville,  several  progress  reports  on 
genealogical  research,  and  an  account  of  the  location  of  the  grave  of  Governor 
Dudley's  mother.   However,  nearly  of  all  the  students  became  so  interested  in 
working  with  cemeteries  that  they  elected  to  put  their  efforts  on  a  permanent 
basis.   Mr.  Littleton  has  informed  me  that: 
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So  enthusiastic  was  the  class  in  its  cemetery  records  project  that  all 
those  present  for  the  last  session  voted  to  meet  the  following  week  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  permanent  society  to  continue  the  work  of  transcribing 
the  old  cemetery  records.   Out  of  this  came  the  Onslow  County  Old  Cemetery 
Society,  which  is  continuing  this  worthy  project  and  which  has  added  other 
interested  citizens  to  its  membership.   The  Onslow  County  Historical  Society 
has  been  so  pleased  with  the  work  of  the  cemetery  records  group  that  they  have 
asked  the  Onslow  County  Old  Cemetery  Society,  while  retaining  status  as  a 
separate  entity,  to  serve  also  as  a  committee  within  the  structure  of  the 
historical  society.   The  course  was  originally  set  up  so  that  the  class  would 
meet  in  conjunction  with  the  historical  society  whenever  the  meeting  of  the 
class  happened  to  coincide  with  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  historical  society. 
In  this  manner,  all  members  of  the  class  became  familiar  with  the  purposes  and 
programs  of  the  historical  society  and  of  their  own  volition  all  the  class 
members  elected  to  join  the  county  historical  society,  thus  enlarging  its 
membership  and  bringing  to  it  new  talents  and  new  enthusiasm. 


77 


Pasquotank  County 
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Instructor:   James  H.  Winslow,  Jr.     Institution:   College  of  the  Albemarle 

Courses:  2;    Fall,  1972;  Fall,  1973 

Location:   College  of  the  Albemarle  Campus,  Elizabeth  City 

Mr.  Winslow  has  been  involved  in  local  history  and  genealogical  research 

in  the  Albemarle  region  for  a  number  of  years  and  his  knowledge  of  area  sources 

is  probably  unequaled.   Failure  of  these  classes  to  stimulate  research  activity 

on  a  measurable  scale  has  been  dissapointing.   Mr.  Winslow's  summary  is 

instructive  concerning  the  problems  faced  in  this  area  and  the  positive  results 

that  did  occur  with  area  libraries: 

Local  interest  in  research  was  not  great  and  most  of  my  students  were 
interested  primarily  in  genealogy.   Class  enrollment  barely  met  minimum 

requirements  both  years.   There  was  some  complaint  about  lack  of  publicity. 

I  did  not  bring  in  local  speakers  nor  carry  the  classes  on  field  trip  because 
of  the  closing  of  libraries  and  courthouses  during  class  meeting  time,  the 
lack  of  interest  among  local  officials  and  the  uncertain  attendance. 

My  1972  and  1973  students  generally  did  not  feel  able  to  undertake  any 
projects,  although  I  discussed  the  possibilities  and  prospects  with  them 
thoroughly.   The  unavailability  of  much  source  material,  the  inability  of 
most  students  to  visit  libraries  and  courthouses  during  business  hours  and 
the  lack  of  time  or  assistance  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  lack  of 
projects.   One  student  in  1972  began  to  index  "Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 
in  Berkeley,  Later  Perquimans  Precinct,  N.  C."  from  Volume  3  of  J.  R.  B. 
Hathaway 's  The  North  Carolina  Historical  and  Genealogical  Registry,  but  was 
unable  to  complete  the  work  due  to  lack  of  necessary  assistance  at  a  critical 
stage.   Another  1972  student,  while  not  undertaking  a  project,  did  contribute 
the  knowledge  obtained  in  class  to  the  work  of  the  Currituck  County  Historical 
Society.   Other  students  in  both  years  used  their  class  knowledge  to  begin  or 
to  enlarge  their  personal  genealogical  research.   Two  1973  students  are 
gathering  materials  related  to  the  history  of  the  Overman  family  of  Pasquotank. 

During  the  1973  class  the  College  Library  acquired  microfilm  copies  of 
many  important  records,  thus  enlarging  the  research  possibilities  in  the 
Albemarle. 

The  most  important  result  emanating  from  my  classes  is  the  assistance 
, offered  to  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  historical  and  genealogical 


reference  section  of  the  East  Albemarle  Regional  Library.   The  Librarian  had 
previously  begun  to  improve  their  collection,  through  her  own  interest,  energy 
and  dedication.   She  audited  part  of  the  1972  class  and  enrolled  in  the  1973 
class.   She  has  used  her  class  studies  to  assist  her  and  has  made  excellent 
purchases  of  vital  Albemarle  research  materials,  including  microfilm  copies  of 
county  records  and  a  complete  set  of  Wm.  P.  Johnson's  genealogical  magazines. 
All  historians  and  genealogists  in  the  area  owe  her  a  great  debt  of  gratitude- 
While  I  cannot  offer  any  completed  projects,  such  as  books,  I  can  point 
to  two  results  of  the  research  classes  here:   (1)  increased,  and  more  scientific, 
knowledge  for  several  local  researchers,  most  of  whom  are  tracing  their  families 
but  some  of  whom  are  working  in  local  historical  organizations;  and  (2)  the 
acquisition  of  much  vital  research  material  by  two  libraries.   Future  researchers 
here  will  find  their  work  eased  and  will  be  able  to  accomplish  more. 
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Person  County 

Instructor:   James  C.  Avery        Institution:   Piedmont  Technical  Institute 
Courses:   1_;  January  and  February,  1973 
Location:   Person  County  Library 

The  course  at  Piedmont  Technical  Institute  was  conducted  by  a  staff  member 
of  the  institution  who  organized  and  arranged  course  activities  to  accommodate 
members  of  the  local  historical  society.   Rapid  personnel  turnover  during 
February  and  March  of  1973  resulted  in  the  instructor's  removal  to  another 
state  and  a  consequent  dearth  of  information  regarding  course  results. 
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Pitt  County 

Instructor:   Dr.  Ralph  H.  Rives        Institution:   Pitt  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  1;    Spring,  1974 

Location:   Pitt  Technical  campus,  Greenville 

Dr.  Rives  is  a  faculty  member  in  the  English  Department  at  East  Carolina 

University  and  is  well  known  in  the  area  for  his  work  in  local  history  affairs 

concerning  course  results,  Dr.  Rives  states: 

From  the  expressions  of  the  various  class  members  in  the  closing  meetings 
of  the  class,  I  feel  that  the  class  did  serve  its  purpose  in  stimulating  an 
interest  in  local  history  as  well  as  giving  basic  data  needed  to  conduct 
research  in  genealogy  and  local  history.   Many  of  the  class  members  indicated 
that  they  had  learned  the  basic  tools  and  planned  to  use  these  in  the  near 
future.   I  certainly  plan  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  members  of  the  class  and 
will  be  interested  to  know  what  tangible  results  there  are  as  a  result  of  our 
time  spent  together. 
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Randolph  County 

Instructor:   Mrs.  Carolyn  Hager    Institution:   Randolph  Technical  Institute 

Courses:   1;  Fall,  1973 

Location:   Randolph  Technical  campus 

No  completed  projects  resulted  from  the  class  and  in  Mrs.  Hager' s  opinion, 
the  research  presented  by  the  students  at  the  final  class  session  was,  in  the 
main,  done  prior  to  the  course.   The  experience  in  this  history-conscious  area 
was  disappointing. 

In  Progress 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Hager  and  Marion  Covington  are  abstracting  and  indexing  the 
Randolph  County  Court  Records. 

A  Mrs.  Cox  continues  to  collect  data  for  a  proposed  county  history. 

A  lady  (unidentified)  is  engaged  in  indexing  records  in  the  Randolph  Room 
at  the  public  library  in  Asheboro. 

Organization  of  the  Randolph  County  Genealogical  Society,  a  proposed  pro- 
ject of  class  members,  has,  at  this  writing,  failed  to  take  place. 
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Rockingham  County 

Instructor:   Dr.  Lindley  Butler    Institution:   Rockingham  Community  College 
Courses:  _2;  Fall,  1973  and  narrative  course  Spring,  1974 
Location:   Rockingham  Community  College  campus 

Dr.  Butler's  graduate  work  in  North  Carolina  history  has  provided  an 
excellent  foundation  for  his  particular  interest  in  local  history.   His 
publications  include  a  brief  history  of  Rockingham  County,  and  a  treatment 
of  the  historic  Wright  Tavern.   At  present,  he  is  preparing  the  Governor 
Reed  papers  for  publication  and  is  also  gathering  data  for  articles  of  local 
interest.   Dr.  Butler  was  instrumental  in  the  Wright  Tavern  restoration  and 
has  been  a  strong  supporter  of  local  history  since  he  was  old  enough  to  be 
aware  of  it. 

Course  Results 
Projects  Completed 
Speedwell  Presbyterian  Church:   Graves  for  Old  Section  represents  the 
successful  efforts  of  the  entire  class  to  record  tombstone  inscriptions  at 
the  oldest  church  in  Rockingham  County.   Under  Dr.  Butler's  direction,  the 
churchyard  was  laid  off  in  grids,  specific  persons  assigned  to  each  grid  and 
each  inscription  recorded  in  toto.   The  information  was  then  alphabetized  and 
typed.   A  concise  one-page  introduction  provides  directions,  brief  background, 
and  comments  on  the  historical  relevance  of  the  church.   A  map  and  perhaps  a 
photograph  would  enhance  the  paper  but  it  is  excellent  as  is  and  copies  have 
been  given  to  the  Archives  and  State  Library.   The  project  was  evidently 
instructive,  enjoyable,  and  certainly  productive.   The  research  was  finished 
in  a  single  Sunday  afternoon.   Both  the  Eden  News     ember  19,  1973  and  the 
Greensboro  Daily  News  gave  good  coverage  to  the  event. 


83 


Avalon:   A  Brief  History  of  a  Fateful  Town,  by  Vera  Dillon  was  published 
privately  in  the  spring  of  1974  as  a  direct  result  of  Mrs.  Dillon's  participa- 
tion in  the  fall,  1973  class.   Sometime  prior  to  publication,  I  wrote  my 
impressions  of  her  first  draft  which  are  applicable  here: 

Avalon:   The  Forgotten  Town  by  Vera  W.  Dillon  is  an  excellent  example 
of  what  our  program  is  all  about.  -  enabling  the  layman  to  do  quality  research 
on  topics  of  limited  scope.   In  this  instance  the  topic  is  a  mill  village  which 
existed  from  about  1899  to  1912.   The  author  was  evidently  intensely  interested 
in  Avalon  and  did  a  very  good  job  with  a  subject  for  which  few  printed  sources 
exist.   Her  work  is  well  documented  bur.  the  author  failed  to  include  a  bibli- 
ography.  The  paper  includes  a  sketch  of  Avalon,  a  sketch  showing  the  location 
of  the  village  in  relation  to  the  Mayo  River  and  Highway  220,  a  partial  map  of 
Rockingham  County  and  about  25  photographs.   This  research  contains  a  lot  of 
information  gleaned  from  interviews  with  former  Avalon  residents  and  is,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  the  only  comprehensive  effort  made  to  record  the  history 
of  the  village. 

Mrs.  Dillon  enrolled  in  the  narrative  course  early  in  1974  and  polished 
her  work  through  several  drafts  under  Dr.  Butler's  supervision.  Late  in  the 
spring,  she  used  her  own  funds  to  publish: 

The  History  of  Madison  -  Mayodan  Senior  High  School  by  Robertson  and  Hall 
and  The  History  of  Madison  -  Mayodan  Junior  High  School  by  Bullins  and  Rich' 
are  two  articles  dealing  with  schools,  -  both  short  on  narrative  and  long  on 
appendix  material.   However  both  papers  deal  with  schools  of  relatively  recent 
origin  and  lengthy  narrative,  is  perhaps,  not  appropriate.   Both  p       are 
well  documented,  contain  good  bibliographies,  and  could  prove  quit<      ul  to 
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future  researchers.   In  typescript  form,  the  papers  can  be  considered  complete 
for  all  practical  purposes  and  copies  can  be  made  available  to  interested 
libraries  and  archives. 

In  Progress 

The  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Mayodan,  North  Carolina  is  a  brief, 
undocumented  account  and  of  very  limited  value  as  history.   The  author's 
intentions  to  pursue  the  subject  are  not  known. 

Two  students,  Mrs.  Cate,  Rockingham  Community  College  Librarian,  and 
Cynthia  Wrenn  did  oral  history  projects.   These  remain  on  tape  and  have  not 
been  transcribed. 


Interviewer 


Cythia  Wrenn 


Cynthia  Wrenn 


Cynthia  Wrenn 


Charlotte  Cate 


Charlotte  Cate 


Interviewee  and  Subject 

Mrs.  Reida  Gapen,  a  granddaughter  of 
Governor  Reid.   Nature  of  interview 
not  determined. 

Billie  Jacobs  Wright,  local  writer  and 
colorful  individual.   Subject  matter 
not  determined. 

Mrs.  Lewis  Robbins.   Elderly  black 
woman  relates  experiences  of  her  life 
in  Reidsville. 

Mr.  Benton  Pipkin.   An  elderly  former 
mill  owner  discusses  15  old  pictures  of 
now  non-existent  buildings  and  homes,  a 
train  wreck  and  town  scenes. 

Mrs.  Lucey  Rankin,   A  humorous  and 
informative  description  of  grade  school 
experiences  prior  to  W.W.I, 


About  five  genealogy  projects  were  submitted  but  Dr.  Butler  did  not  re 
copies  of  these  and  I  am  unable  to  determine  either  the  quality  or  pr 
these  nor  the  families  being  researched. 
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One  gentleman  is  involved  in  an  in-depth  study  of  a  church  and  his 
project  will  be  completed  sometime  during  the  calenday  year. 

Two  individuals  are  doing  extensive  work  with  cemeteries  but  plan  to 
release  no  information  until  they  are  ready  to  publish. 

During  the  fall  of  1973,  Dr.  Butler  began  the  creation  of  a  vertical 
file  of  local  history  material  using  research  generated  by  the  class  as 
well  as  other  materials. 

Spring,  1974 

In  the  spring  of  1974,  Dr.  Butler  conducted  a  narrative  course  on 
Rockingham  County  history.   All  class  members  were  offered  a  choice  between 
elective  readings  or  research  projects  as  part  of  the  course  requirements. 
The  research  generated  by  several  class  members  constituted  a  substantial 
addition  to  the  growing  store  of  data,  folklore  and  miscellaneous  items. 

Briefly,  there  are: 

Data  and  narratives  on  four  (three  no  longer  exist)  Episcopal  Churches 
in  the  county.   Using  taped  interviews  with  former  parishoners  and  original 
parish  records  discovered  in  the  course  of  their  search,  two  ladies  wrote  a 
brief  paper  describing  each  of  the  churches.   Tapes  and  narratives  have  been 
filed  with  the  Rockingham  Community  College  library  and  Dr.  Butler  and  I  are 
taking  action  to  insure  that  the  parish  records  will  be  microfilmed. 

The  notes  of  one  Harvey  Z.  Tucker,  now  deceased,  who  gathered  data  for 
many  years  intending  to  write  a  county  history  were  found  and  preserved. 

A  number  of  old  photographs  were  presented  for  the  vertical  file. 

Taped  interviews  generated  by  the  class  were  unavailable  due  to  cata- 
loging efforts  by  library  staff.   However,  five  of  the  tapes  were  identified 
as  to  subject  matter.   These  are:   The  Madison  United  Methodist  Church; 
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interviews  with  an  elderly  and  anonymous  bootlegger,  and  three  tapes  with 
elderly  indivividuals  who  describe  the  affairs  of  their  day. 

The  Moores  of  Rockingham  County  by  Edward  Sutton  is  a  brief  article 
based  on  secondary  sources.   The  paper  has  value  as  a  treatment  of  a  partic- 
ular family  which  pioneered  in  mechanics,  industry,  and  electrical  develop- 
ment in  Rockingham  County  and  especially  of  Enoch  Moore  who  was  something  of 
a  physics  wizard. 

Ghosts  of  Rockingham  County  is  a  respectable  but  brief  contribution  no 
local  folklore  and  is  based  on  secondary  sources  and  one  primary  source. 

Mayodan  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company,  evidently  by  the  daughter  of  M.  C. 
Money,  founder,  is  a  brief  paper,  poorly  written,  but  which  has  potential 
value. 

Spin  Offs 

The  Historian-In-Residence  position  recently  developed  and  activated  by 
Rockingham  Community  College  is  potentially  the  most  beneficial  spin-off 
generated  by  our  program.   The  approach  is  truly  unique  and,  if  successful, 
will  be  worthy  of  emulation  by  other  institutions. 

It  is  an  excellent  concept  assured  of  sound  implementation  at  Rockingham 
Community  College  by  the  man  who  developed  it,  Dr.  Lindley  Butler,  and  an 
institutional  administration  who  initiated  the  creation  of  the  position  after 
success  of  the  two  local  history  classes  offered  in  1973-74.   Dr.  Butler 
describes  the  specific  functions  of  the  position  as  follows: 

1.  Teach  curriculum  courses  in  state  history. 

2.  Teach  continuing  education  and  adult  education  courses  in 
historical  research  techniques  and  state  and  local  history. 
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3.  Develop  and  deliver  special  historical  research  presentations 
in  curriculum  courses  such  as  a  unit  or  a  visual  presentation 
in  an  American  history  survey  course, 

4.  Develop  and  teach  seminars  and  workshops  in  state  and  local 
history  for  the  public  school  teachers,  students,  or  any 
interested  group. 

5.  Develop  and  teach  specialized  courses  in  local  and  state 
history  that  relate  to  the  technical  and  vocational  curriculum, 
such  as  a  course  ±i  the  development  of  the  textile  industry  in 
the  county  and  state  as  a  part  of  the  textile  technology 
curriculum. 

6.  Research  and  write  local  history:   articles  for  local  newspapers, 
scholarly  journals,  and  popular  magazines;  a  scholarly  county 
history. 

7.  Serve  as  a  general  community  history  resource,  providing  programs 
and  consulting  with  special  committees  such  as  the  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  Committee. 

8.  Develop  and  direct  college  historical  activities  such  as  college 
archives  and  student  history  activities. 

9.  Develop,  advise,  and/or  direct  special  community  history  projects 
such  as  oral  history  recording,  restoration  projects,  archaeological 
surveys,  and  museums. 

10.   Seek  foundation  grants  to  support  local  history  programs. 

Dr.  Butler's  conceptual  development  paper  on  the  Historian-In-Residence  is 

included  in  the  appendix. 

Plans  for  the  fall  already  include: 

1.  Creation  of  a  unit  in  textile  history  for  students  in  the  Vocational 
Division  of  the  College. 

2.  Seminars  in  state  and  local  history  for  public  school  teachers. 

3.  A  mini-course  in  local  history  for  public  school  children. 

A.   In  cooperation  with  public  school  personnel,  Dr.  Butler  will  tape 
local  musicians  and  write  background  narratives.   For  example,  the  compositions 
of  Martha  Taylor  Davidson  will  be  collected  and  recorded  with  background 
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material  written  by  Dr.  Butler. 

5.  Six  hours  of  curriculum  courses  which  will  include  North  Carolina 
History  class  and  a  United  States  History  class. 

6.  Six  to  nine  hours  of  continuing  education  courses  including  one 
local  history  research  course  and  possibly  two  narrative  courses. 
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Sampson  County 

Instructor:   Claude  Moore  Institution:   Sampson  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  _3;  Fall,  1972;  Spring,  1973;  Spring,  1974 
Location:   The  Dr.  Small  House,  Clinton 

Mr.  Moore  is  well  known  in  Sampson  and  neighboring  counties  for  his  interest 
in  local  history.   Author  of  numerous  newspaper  articles  and  owner  of  a  small 
priszate  museum  oriented  toward  artifacts  of  the  area,  Mr.  Moore  is  currently 
preparing  a  history  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Moore's  approach  to  the  local  history  course  has  been  primarily  that  of 
the  narrative  as  opposed  to  the  research  orientation.   Consequently  a  minimum 
amount  of  research  projects  have  been  generated. 

Course  Results 

The  courses  stimulated  the  renovation  and  dedication  of  the  colonial-era 
Boykin  cemetery. 

A  number  of  teachers  have  instituted  projects  on  local  history  in  their 
respective  schools. 

Artifacts  have  been  salvaged  for  preservation. 

An  elderly  class  member,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Britt,  has  contributed  a  number  of 
interesting  newspaper  articles  of  her  rememberances . 
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Stanly  County 

Instructor:   James  B.  Lloyd  Institution:   Stanly  Technical  Institute 

Courses:  1;    Spring,  1973 

Location:   Stanly  Public  Library,  Albemarle 

Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  history  specialist  for  the  Rowan-Salisbury  school  system. 
He  has  written  a  history  of  the  area  traversed  by  the  Appalachian  trail  for  the 
U.  S.  Forestry  Service  and  has  been  active  in  local  history  affairs  in  Rowan 
for  some  time. 

Various  factors  have  prevented  multiple  course  offerings  in  the  Stanly 
area.   The  one  course  conducted  there  generated  considerable  interest  in  local 
history  and  class  members  were  enthusiastically  beginning  research  projects. 
For  at  least  three  projects,  lack  of  successive  courses  to  encourage  their 
efforts  seems  to  have  proven  fatal.   These  were:   an  in-depth  study  of  the 
Badin  Opera  House,  a  history  of  Stanly  County  events  during  the  Revolutionary 
period  (the  area  now  known  as  Stanly)  and  the  building  of  a  local  history 
collection  at  the  public  library. 

Reports  indicate  that  some  class  members  are  continuing  with  genealogical 
research,  and  in  at  least  two  specific  area  the  course  was  a  definite  success. 

Course  Results 

The  Stanly  County  Historic  Properties  Commission  was  formed  in  June,  1973 
as  a  direct  result  of  Mr.  Lloyds  course. 

Acting  on  Mr.  Lloyds  suggestions,  class  members  initiated  organization  of 
the  Commission  under  statute  160-A  and  now  comprise  a  portion  of  the  membership. 
Their  accomplishments  in  the  period  of  one  year  are  impressive: 
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1.  Two  houses  and  one  lot  in  Albemarle  have  been  declared  historic 
properties. 

2.  The  I.  W.  Snuggs  home,  third  oldest  dwelling  in  the  city  (late 
1850' s)  have  been  purchased.   The  house  has  been  leased  cost-free  to 
the  Stanly  County  Historical  Museum  Association  which  is  currently 
restoring  the  house  and  preparing  it  to  serve  as  a  modern  museum 
facility. 

3.  The  County  Commissioners  were  persuaded  to  contribute  $20,000  of  the 
$28,500  cost  of  the  Snuggs  property  and  the  Commission  is  raising 
the  remaining  funds  in  various  ways. 

4.  The  action  of  the  Commission  guaranteed  the  survival  of  the  Museum 
Association. 

5.  Currently,  the  Commission  is  negotiating  for  Albemarle's  oldest 
house,  the  Marks  cottage  of  1820's  vintage,  and  if  successful,  plan 
to  locate  it  on  the  Snuggs  lot. 

6.  The  Commission  arbitrated  a  serious  confrontation  between  two 
groups  concerning  the  1850' s  vintage  Randall  United  Methodist 
Church.   The  Commission's  efforts  resulted  in  a  compromise  agreeable 
to  both  groups  to  the  effect  that  materials  from  the  church  will 

be  salvaged  for  use  in  other  restoration  projects. 
A  number  of  public  library  staff  members  took  the  course  and  chose  as  a 
common  project  the  identification  and  location  of  all  county  cemeteries.   The 
cemeteries  are  plotted  on  a  county  map  by  numbers  and  a  key  gives  the  name  of 
each.   An  on-going  project  which  utilizes  various  sources  of  manpower,  the 
locations  are  now  being  re-checked  and  more  specifically  described.   Actual 
inventorying  of  these  cemeteries  awaits  future  developments. 
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Surry  County 

Instructor:   James  A.  Hutchens  Institution:   Surry  Community  College 

Courses:  1^;    Spring,  1973 

Location:   Surry  Community  College  campus 

College  personnel  were  very  supportive  of  the  effort  at  Surry. 
Most  of  the  students  were  interested  in  genealogy  and  there  is  evidence 
to  indicate  that  some  are  active  in  research. 


93 


Wake  County 


Instructor:   John  B.  Flowers,  III  Institution:   Johnston  Technical 

Institute 
Courses:   1_;  Spring,  1973 


Location:   Archives  Search  Room,  Raleigh 
See  Durham  County,  page 
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Warren  County 

Instructor:   Mary  Hinton  Kerr  Institution:   Vance-Granville  Technical 

Institute 
Courses:   1;  Fall  and  Winter,  1973-74 

Location:   Mrs.  Kerr's  home,  Warrenton 

Mrs.  Kerr  has  authored  a  number  of  record  abstracts  and  is  currently 
involved  in  abstracting  the  Warren  County  Court  Minutes.   A  student  wrote  of 
her:   "Mrs.  Kerr  is  a  very  gracious,  highly  intelligent  and  well  informed 
lady.   She  is  totally  absorbed  with  research  -  especially  in  her  home  county 
where,  because  of  her  efforts,  much  progress  has  been  made."   I  firmly  agree 
with  the  observation. 

Course  Results 
Publications  in  Progress 

1850  Census,  Warren  County  by  Mrs.  L.  R.  Harris.   This  work  is  nearly 
finished  and  will  include  the  mortality  schedule  and  a  complete  index.   While 
Mrs.  Harris  had  begun  the  project  prior  to  the  course,  she  received  consider- 
able information  and  guidance  as  a  result  of  it. 

Marriages  of  Warren  County  1779-1868  by  Margaret  Felts.   Mrs.  Felts  is 
compiling  an  abstract  -  index  of  Warren  County  marriage  records  utilizing  (1) 
microfilm  of  original  bonds,  (2)  typescript  of  bonds  by  the  Genealogical 
Society  of  Utah,  and  (3)  Broughton's  Marriage  and  Death  Notices  from  the  Raleigh 
Register  and  North  Carolina  State  Gazette  1799-1867.   This  project  is  about 
half  finished. 

Mrs.  Felts'  progress  report  is  very  interesting  for  she  gives  her  objec- 
tives, an  introduction  to  her  work,  includes  copies  of  legislation  relating  to 
marriage  bonds,  points  out  problems  encountered  in  her  research  and  gives 
examples  of  the  mechanics  being  used. 
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Fortunately,  I  was  able  to  assist  Mrs.  Felts  in  her  quest  for  a  small, 
inexpensive  microfilm  reader  for  home  use  which  has  enabled  her  to  proceed  at 
a  much  greater  pace. 

Mary  Rodwell's  project  is  the  locating,  xeroxing,  typescripting  and 
indexing  of  Bible  records.   About  150  records  have  been  collected  and  are 
being  kept  at  the  Register  of  Deeds  office  in  Warrenton.   Mrs.  Rodwell  hopes 
for  publication  when  a  suitable  mass  is  acquired.   The  project  is  viewed  as 
on-going,  of  indefinite  length. 

Tombstone  Records  of  Warren  County  is  an  on-going  project  that  seems  to 
have  no  definite  overseer.   Numerous  records  have  been  compiled  by  varying 
means  and  publication  will  be  handled  by  Mrs.  Kerr  and  other  members  of  the 
class . 

Reedy  Rill  by  Mrs.  Henry  Twitty  is,  essentially,  a  title  search  on  her 
homeplace.   Owned  by  various  figures  of  historical  interest  including  Governor 
Turner,  the  house  was  built  by  Jacob  Holt  for  Daniel  Turner.   Since  the  course, 
Mrs.  Twitty  has  polished  this  work  into  a  significance  draft  for  the  Archives' 
Historic  Sites  Section.   She  plans  to  use  this  research  as  the  base  for  a  full 
treatment  of  the  site. 

Monroe,  Warren  County  by  Richard  Hunter  is  a  valuable  work  for  future 
researchers  in  current  form  and  is  a  subject  which  richly  deserves  further 
attention  by  Mr.  Hunter.   A  brief  but  well  documented  description  of  Monroe 
is  followed  by  a  map  complete  with  key  drawn  by  a  Mr.  Nicholson  in  1956.   Mr. 
Hunter's  thorough  research  on  Monroe  property  is  then  listed  by  lot  number 
giving  the  name  of  the  owner,  the  price  he  paid  and  the  deed  book  and  page 
where  the  information  was  found.   The  brief  paper  is  complete  with  a 
bibliography  and  samples  of  a  typical  deed  and  a  Ferry-bond. 
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During  the  course  of  his  research,  Mr.  Hunter  set  in  motion  a  series  of 
events  which  were  to  effect  him  personally  and,  through  him,  the  progress  of 
local  history  in  Warren  County.   See  "Spin  Of f s" . 

The  Warrenton  Railroad  by  Miriam  Coleman  is  another  topic  which  needs 
further  attention.   It  is  a  unique  railroad  built,  owned,  and  still  operated 
by  the  town  of  Warrenton,  and  a  more  complete  treatment  of  it  would  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  known  history  of  the  area. 

Mrs.  Coleman's  work  is  a  brief  cronology  of  events  leading  to  the 
building  of  the  road  and  a  listing  of  various  individuals  involved  with  it. 
Regrettably,  Mrs.  Coleman  did  not  document  her  paper  but  her  efforts  have 
already  resulted  in  the  microfilming  of  the  Warrenton  Railroad  Company's 
minutes. 

Fontena  by  Matt  Ransom  Johnston  is  a  progress  report  on  a  subject  dear 
to  Mr.  Johnston.   "Fontena"  was  once  owned  by  Blake  Baker  who  was  Attorney 
General  for  North  Carolina  in  1812.   In  retirement,  he  conducted  a  law 
school  in  Warren  County  and  "Fontena"  then  called  "Scotlands"  housed  one  of 
the  largest  private  libraries  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  done  a  considerable  amount  of  research  but  had  not 
committed  it  to  paper  prior  to  the  course.   He  plans  to  continue  his  work  with 
the  view  of  someday  putting  the  full  story  of  "Fontena"  into  written  form. 

One  event  which  epitomizes  the  search  efforts  of  students  across  the  state 
occurred  when  he  finally  found  a  photograph  of  "Fontena"  taken  before  it  was 
demolished  and  showing  a  battered  and  unkempt  appearance.   The  photograph  was 
found  under  a  basket  of  rotting  tomatoes. 

The  intensity  of  many  of  Mrs.  Kerr's  students  is  perhaps  best  shown  in  a 
quote  from  Mrs.  Heath  Beckwith  which  prefaces  her  report  on  the  Largo  Burying 
Ground. 
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Since  I  could  not  complete  the.  line  of  title  to  my  house,  or  locate  the 
Parish  Register  and  Vestry  Minutes  missing  from  the  records  of  Emmannuel 
Episcopal  Church,  Warrenton,  North.  Carolina,  I  am  submitting  this  burying 
ground  research.   I  expect  to  pursue  the  other  two  projects  and  to  conclude 
my  house  search  soon. 

I  hope  some  day  to  see  the  Emmanuel  Church  records  indexed  with,  or 
without,  the  missing  volumes. 

Also  I  expect  to  look  for  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Stephen  Davis  which  we  did 
not  find  at  Largo. 

Mrs.  Beckwith's  report  concerns  a  cemetery  which  was  all  but  inaccessible. 
She  gives  the  complete  inscription,  charts  the  location  and,  in  an  addendum, 
notes  discrepancies  between  a  stone  and  a  newspaper  account  and  corrects  an 
item  of  direction.   Her  report  is  made  more  interesting  because  in  a  brief 
introduction  she  tells  why  she  saught  the  cemetery  and  gives  an  account  of  the 
difficulties  in  finding  it  that  experienced  cemetery  hunters  will  find  all  too 
familiar.   Largo  Burying  Ground  will  be  included  in  the  compilation  of  Warren 
County  Cemetery  Records. 

Comments  concerns  a  Jacob  Holt  house  in  Warrenton,  one  which  Holt  built 
for  his  family.   Mrs.  Saliie  White,  current  owner,  gives  a  brief  description, 
a  title  search,  drawings  of  each  of  the  three  floors  and  includes  quotes 
concerning  the  house  and  owners  from  Montgomery's  Sketches  of  Old  Warrenton. 

The  work,  with  a  bit  of  polishing,  could  be  well  worth  deposit  for 
benefit  of  future  researchers. 

Lot  #14,  Town  of  Warrenton,  Warren  County  by  Elba  Banzet  is  a  successful 
title  search  from  1779  to  1974.   Mrs.  Banzet  was  trying  to  verify  a  tradition 
that  the  site  was  once  used  as  a  tavern  and  stage  house  visited  by  several 
figures  of  historical  prominence.   The  deeds  revealed  no  information  concerning 
the  tradition  and  Mrs.  Banzet  is  continuing  her  search  in  other  sources. 


Research  on  My  Home  and  Property  by  Phyllis  Daniel  is  a  successful  title 
search  to  1851. 

The  Reid  Family  Tree  by  Helen  Franklin  is  a  narrative  account  of  her 
recent  interest  in  the  subject  and  her  contacts  with  various  relatives, 
introduction  to  sources  and  her  visitation  to  various  places  to  gather  materia] 
The  paper  is  essentially  the  musings  of  a  beginner  who  shows  definite  interest 
in  continuing  her  research, 

Mrs.  Luther  Lee's  research  on  her  home  is  completed  but  a  final  draft  has 
not  been  submitted.   The  subject  is  a  house  built  about  1810  by  Thomas  Bragg 
Sr.  for  Robert  Kill  Jones,   Attorney  Genera]  of  North  Carolina,   Interesting 
stories  about  the  house .    its  builder  and  subsequent  owners  lead  me  to  believe 
that  the  subject  is  potentially  publishable  material. 

Spin  Offs 

In  doing  his  research  on  Monroe,  Mr.  Hunter  became  a  familiar  and  welcome 
figure  at  the  courthouse  in  Warrenton.   He  spent  most  lunch  hours  there  ana 
many  Saturdays  (it  being  one  of  the  very  few  county  courthouses  open  on 
Saturday).   Mien  the  position  of  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court  became  vacant,  the 
young  Mr.  Hunter  was  a  logical  and  willing  choice  and  was  appointed  to  the 
position. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Hunter  and  other  town  officials  (including  other  class 
members)  secured  six  girls  for  the  summer  through  the  Neighborhood  Youth  Corps, 
The  girls  have  been  doing  a  considerable  amount  of  badly  needed  clerical  wc-rl: 
on  categories  of  records  directly  related  to  local  history  research. 
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Wilkes  County 

Instructor:   J.  Jay  Anderson  Institution:   Wilkes  Community  College 

Courses:  _1;  Winter,  1973-1974 

Location:   Wilkes  Community  College  campus,  Wilkesboro 

The  experience  in  Wilkes  was  disappointing  in  view  of  the  rich  background 

of  the  area  and  the  interest  in  local  history  which  is  known  to  exist  there. 

Mr.  Anderson's  comments  on  the  course  are  instructive: 

The  time  of  year  was  perhaps  a  poor  choice  to  begin  with.   Also, 
there  was  little  publicity  given  to  the  course.   Both  these  conditions 
will  be  corrected  before  the  next  course  is  planned. 

The  class  was  small,  some  8  or  9  total  participants.   Of  these, 
at  least  four  were  people  who  came  to  "get"  information  on  Wilkes. 
The  others  were  business  and  professional  people  who  gave  little  time 
to  suggested  projects. 

The  meetings  were  held  weekly  and  at  these  meetings  different 
areas  of  interest  concerning  the  county  and  various  industries  were 
discussed.   Church  history,  which  could  have  provided  a  wide  divergence 
of  interest,  was  only  an  incidental  part  of  the  course. 

Students  were  presented  with  ways  of  participating  in  the  collection 
of  local  history;  the  importance  of  oral  history  was  stressed;  the  need 
for  old  pictures  and  photographs  was  considered. 

One  class  session  was  spent  with  James  Larkin  Pearson,  Poet  Laureate 
of  North  Carolina,  in  his  home.   He  discussed  publications  of  the 
country — an  area  in  which  he  is  well-informed. 

One  class  session  was  used  in  working  with  microfilms  of  Wilkes 
County  history  as  reported  in  the  Wilkes  Chronicle  —  years,  late  1800' s 
to  around  1900. 

One  class  session  dealth  with  the  kinds  of  local  history  available, 
ways  of  getting  hold  of  this  and  making  it  available  for  those  who  would 
desire  to  do  research. 

The  class  was  definitely  successful  in  keeping  a  high  degree  of 
interest  in  those  enrolled  and  has  led  to  possibly  much  larger  and  more 
hardworking  classes  in  the  future.   With  proper  advertising,  better 
structuring  of  the  class,  and  specific  projects  of  areas  of  interest 
being  accepted,  it  is  believed  that  the  interest  in  local  history  will 
grow  and  provide  much  valuable  information  for  future  interested  citizens. 
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Wilson  County 


Instructor:   Hugh  B.  Johnston,  Jr.  Institution:   Wilson  Technical 

Institute 
Courses:  1;    Spring,  1974 

Location:   Wilson  Technical  Institute  campus 


Mr.  Johnston  is  Professor  of  English  at  Atlantic  Christian  College  and 
is  author  of  a  number  of  articles  and  books  dealing  with  both  genealogical 
and  historical  subjects.   He  is  well-known  in  eastern  North  Carolina  for  his 
activities  in  the  field  of  local  history. 

Course  Results 

Mr.  Johnston  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  instructors  in  the  program. 
His  class  presentation  that  I  observed  were  well  organized  and  reinforced 
with  display  material  relevant  to  the  topic  at  hand.  His  detailed  course 
outline  could  be  used  as  a  model. 

Mr.  Johnston  responded  to  the  interests  and  characteristics  of  the  class 
by  emphasizing  genealogy  and  by  not  pushing  them  for  formal  or  semi-formal 
progress  reports.   The  class  was  primarily  composed  of  individuals  of  mature 
years  who  had  done  very  little  or  no  research  and  who  were  taking  the  course 
for  personal  enjoyment  or  for  future  use. 

Of  a  total  of  eleven  students,  nine  have  become  involved  in  research  and 
a  number  of  these  have  begun  to  systematically  arrange  their  data.   While 
neither  I  nor  Mr.  Johnston  kept  notes  on  the  specifics  of  their  work,  the 
overall  progress  and  exhuberance  of  the  group  indicates  that  the  course  was 
quite  successful  and  that  at  least  a  few  of  these  students  will  very  likely 
produce  some  worthwhile  work. 
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COMMENTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS 
The  Intangibles 

The  preceeding  presentations  describe  those  course  results  which 
are  known  .   The  intangible  results  of  the  courses  to  date  are  by  their 
nature,  very  difficult  to  assess.   Indication  may  be  taken  from  comments 
by  numerous  students  of  their  growing  awareness  of   the  nature  and  value 
of  materials  relevant  to  history  and  genealogy  and  their  consequent  efforts 
to  preserve  those  within  their  sphere  of  influence.   The  most  dramatic 
instance  of  this  type  that  1  have  become  personally  aware  of  came  from  a 
lady  in  the  Stanly  class  who  recounted  how  she  had  salvaged  the  records  of 
her  church  from  the  trash-pile  of  a  congregational  clean-up  committee. 
She  strongly  affirmed  that  the  course  was  responsible  for  her  awareness, 
and  her  curiosity  and  consequent  action. 

The  support  given  to  local  history  through  the  program's  effect  on 
the  professional  lives  of  those  teachers  and  librarians  who  have  enrolled 
in  the  courses  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

The  intangible  results  will  surface  from  time  to  time  but  most  will 
remain  unknown. 
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The  Students 

Activation  of  the  course  Research  in  Local  History  and  Biography: 
Materials  and  Methods  was  begun  in  a  spirit  of  experimentation.   1  and 
the  first  group  of  instructors  eouid  only  make  assumptions  about  the  nature 
of  effective  classroom  presentations  for  no  one  could  predict  with  certainty 
the  degree  of  public  response,  the  caliber  of  the  students  or  whether  these 
students  would  react  positively  to  the  course  content.   Consequently  these 
first  courses  were  viewed  as  "shake  down"  classes  which  would  hopefully 
provide  some  answers  to  the  above.   The  instructors  were  urged  to  "do  their 
own  thing"  within  the  established  parameters  and  the  question  of  active 
student  involvement  in  research  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  individual 
teachers.   For  various  reasons,  the  majority  of  the  first  group  of  instructors 
did  not  attempt  to  involve  the  students  in  research  projects.   However, 
several  instructors  did  involve  them  with  excellent  results. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  identity  of  at  least  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  program  participants  has  become  known.   While  no  statistics 
have  been  kept  regarding  student  age,  sex,  background,  and  race,  1  have 
observed  the  following:   educational  background  ranges  from  the  Ph.D.  to 
the  grammar  school  level;  ages  range  from  the  teens  to  the  80' s;  race  tends 
to  be  predominantly  white;  occupational  backgrounds  vary  widely  and  include 
artisans,  housewives,  educators,  the  retired,  and  individuals  from  almost 
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every  profession  imaginable.   Means  and  modes  can  be  misleading  and  with 
some  reservations  the  profile  of  an  average  student  can  be  said  to  tend 
to  read:   age,  45;  sex,  female:  educational  background  beyond  the  high 
school,  and  a  current  or  past  occupation  of  a  professional  level. 

Students  in  the  program  can  readily  be  grouped  into  three  distinct 
categories:  (1)  Those  who  for  whatever  reason  do  not  intend  to  do  any 
active  research:  (2)  Those  already  involved  in  research  projects;  (3)  The 
most  numerous  group,  composed  of  those  who  have  very  slight  or  no  research 
experience . 

The  first  category  is,  in  general,  composed  of  those  persons  who  are 
interested  in  local  history  but  are  not  interested  in  active  research. 

The  second  category  of  students  usually  make  themselves  known 
immediately  for  these  are  people  whose  avid  interest  in  identifying 
additional  sources  and  learning  new  techniques  results  from  previous 
research  efforts.   The  participation  of  this  group  alone  would  justify  the 
program  for  it  has  several  to  fill  real  needs  for  these  individuals. 

The  third  category  is  composed  of  people  who  have  enrolled  in  the 
course  to  learn  how  to  do  research.   In  general,  these  individuals  are 
somewhat  shy  and  apprehensive  about  their  abilities  and  have  responded  to 
the  advertisement  that  the  course  is  suitable  for  beginners.   Consciously 
or  sub-consciously  they  desire  to  become  involved  in  a  particular  project. 
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The  experience  of  the  past  two  years  indicates  that  learning  how 
to  do  this  kind  of  research  is  no  different  than  the  learning  processes 
in  any  skilled  endeavor  in  that,  along  with  the  necessary  and  desirable 
classroom  instruction,  active  participation  by  the  student  is  critical 
both  to  the  mastery  of  the  necessary  skills  and  the  student's  future  role 
in  the  profession  or  endeavor. 

The  yardstick  of  successful  course  implementation  has  become  the 
ability  to  involve  the  category  3  students  in  a  research-while-you-learn 
approach. 

An  unexpected  development  was  the  early  involvement  of  public  school 
teachers  seeking  certificate  renewal.   T  only  reluctantly  opened  the 
fundamentals  course  to  teachers  because  the  basic  idea  was  to  appeal  to 
those  definitely  interested  in  research  and  it  was  thought  that  courses  for 
teachers  could  be  developed  later.   However,  events  proved  that,  in  general, 
teachers  tend  to  be  very  good  students  and  some  have  done  excellent  work. 
For  example,  Mrs.  Dillon  came  for  certificate  renewal  and  stayed  to  write 
and  publish  her  little  book  on  Aval on;  the  authors  of  Letters  From  Home,  1852 
and  the  work  on  Salem  ail  took  the  course  for  renewal,  and  many  other  examples 
could  be  cited.   Regrettably,  no  statistics  have  been  kept  but  teachers 
probably  comprise  about  20%  of  the  total  enrollment  over  the  past  two  years. 
The  effect  of  the  program  on  their  professional  life  cannot  be  gauged  but 
it  can  be  assumed  that  some  effect  has  occurred. 
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The  Instructor's  Role 

A  number  of  factors  affect  the  success  of  any  course.  The  quality  of 
publicity;  the  caliber  and  attitudes  of  the  student;  the  accessibility  of 
research  material;  the  physical  setting;  the  support  of  the  institution  and 
relevant  organizations;  the  cooperation  of  county  officials  and  librarians; 
the  availability  of  various  resources  both  human  and  material.   However, 
the  instructor  is  by  far  the  most  critical  factor. 

After  an  institution  has  agreed  to  offer  the  course  an  instructor  is 
secured  who  has  expressed  approval  and  support  of  the  program's  purposes 
and  objectives.   If  needed,  I  work  with  the  instructor  to  help  him  develop 
a  course  outline. 

The  primary  concern  in  developing  the  course  outline  is  that  the  finished 
product  reflect  the  peculiarities  of  the  area  being  served  within  a  framework 
of  the  types  of  sources  amd  materials  common  to  local  history  research 
statewide.  The  design  of  a  course  outline  for  local  implementation  thus 
becomes  the  particular  responsibility  of  the  instructor. 

In  the  ideal  case,  the  instructor's  selection,  is  predicated  on  his 
research  experience,  his  familiarity  with  the  area  being  served  and  his  ability 
as  an  effective  teacher.  These  qualifications  enable  him  to  tailor  a  course 
of  maximum  effectiveness.   Also  he  is  in  a  position  to  secure  the  cooperation 
of  librarians,  county  officials,  newspaper  personnel  and  others  in  the  area 
who  can  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  course. 

The  actual  conduct  of  the  course  is  the  purpose  for  which  the  instructor 
was  secured  and  the  approaches  used  thus  far  in  the  program  are  as  varied  as 
are  the  instructors  themselves.  While  it  is  anticipated  that  the  courses 
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will  become  somewhat  more  uniform  in  the  future  as  regards  the  coverage 
of  materials  and  in  the  employment  of  techniques  of  proven  worth,  the 
instructor  will  continue  to  retain  the  flexibility  and  options  necessary 
to  that  independence  of  action  which  characterize  good  teaching. 

To  date,  four  Instructor  Seminar  Sessions  have  been  held.   At  these 
sessions,  instructors  gathered  at  a  central  location  (Raleigh)  from  across 
the  state,  participate  in  an  interchange  of  the  experiences,  experiments, 
approaches,  ideas  and  results  which  characterized  their  courses.   These 
seminars  have  proven  popular  and  productive  and  have  helped  both  the 
instructor  and  the  coordinator  to  define  successful  teaching  techniques. 
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Archives'  Role  and  the  "Core  Collection" 

From  the  outset,  Archives  has  provided  human  and  material  resources 
critical  to  the  success  of  our  effort.   Among  the  activities  in  which  their 
staff  has  played  major  roles  are:   hosting  and  conducting  three  new 
instructor  workshops;  special  attention  to  and  provisions  for  class  groups 
visiting  the  Archives;  making  available  low-cost  student  and  instructor 
materials  packets;  providing  personnel  to  conduct  a  class  session  for  nearly 
all  of  the  59  courses  held  to  date.   Aside  from  these  specific  examples, 
the  doors  of  their  staff  have  always  been  open  to  me  and  the  resulting 
interaction  between  us  has  proven  beneficial  to  me  and  to  the  program.   The 
constructive  comments,  suggestions,  advice  and  information  gained  in 
conversations  with  Dr.  Jones,  Dr.  Mitchell,  Fred  Coker,  Paul  Hoffman, 
Frank  Gatton,  Ceorge  Stevenson,  Roger  Jones,  and  others  have  been  invaluable, 

It  was  through  this  kind  of  interaction  that  the  concept  of  a  core 
collection  of  county  records  microfilm  was  born.   A  core  collection  was 
envisioned  as  a  low-cost,  high-use  collection  of  archival  material  directly 
relevant  to  an  individual  county.   Each  core  would  be  composed  of  those 
records  up  to  about  1868  which  are  most  often  used  by  researchers  and  which 
are  available  on  microfilm. 

The  subsequent  implementation  of  this  idea  (the  orders  are  still  being 
filled)  is  perhaps  the  most  visible  and  far-reaching  example  of  the  close 
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cooperation  which  exists  between  the  Department  of  Cultural  Resources  and 

the  Department  of  Community  Colleges.   As  of  mid-August,  1974,  46  institutions 

have  ordered  core  collections  relevant  to  their  service  area  resulting  in 

a  total  of  51  institutions  which  now  possess,  have  access  to,  or  have  ordered 

collections  of  county  records  microfilm. 

"Core  Collection  of  County  Records  Microfilm",  examples  of  specific 
cores,  and  a  listing  of  the  51  institutions  are  included  in  the  Appendix. 
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The  Coordinator's  Role 

Actual  activation  of  the  program  was  preceded  by  a  period  of 
searching  for  an  effective  instrument.  This  period  was  characterized  by 
the  trial  and  error,  experiment  and  failure,  process  normal  in  such  endeavors. 
Following  the  design  and  approval  of  the  "Materials  and  Methods"  course, 
the  program  was  successfully  marketed  among  the  institutions. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  function  of  the  coordinator  has  been  viewed 
as  being  primarily  catalytic.   The  purpose  of  the  position  is  essentially 
that  of  bringing  students,  instructors  and  institutions  into  a  harmonious 
relationship  productive  of  good  research.   In  the  majority  of  cases  these 
attempts  can  be  said  to  have  achieved  some  degree  of  success.   Some  attempts 
have  ended  in  total  failure. 

Some  of  the  specific  aspects  of  the  position  are:   contacting  institutions; 
identifying  and  recruiting  instructors;  supplying  materials;  organizing 
workshops;  conducting  seminars;  working  with  Archives  and  State  Library 
personnel;  periodic  visits  to  the  classes;  conducting  some  class  sessions; 
troubleshooting;  publicity  and  working  on  such  derivative  projects  as  the 
core  collection.   In  general,  I  tend  to  attempt  those  tasks  which  seem 
reasonable  and  necessary  to  successful  implementation  and  these  tend  to 
vary  with  each  situation.  The  most  difficult  task  has  been  and  continues 
to  be  the  identification  and  recruitment  of  qualified  instructors. 

While  the  catalyst  period  is  not  over  and  the  need  for  such  action  tends 
to  remain  somewhat  constant,  some  areas  are  already  beginning  to  develop  an 
organized  momentum  of  their  own  notably  at  Ashevi lie-Buncombe  Tech  and  at 
Rockingham  Community  College.   Other  areas  have  the  potential  and  will  possibly 
move  in  this  direction. 
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The  very  success  of  the  program  has  resulted  in  the  lack  of  sufficient 
time  to  do  the  following; 

1.  Re-design  and  drastically  upgrade  materials  used  in  the 
course.  The  syllabus  deserves  to  be  completely  re-written 
and  should  be  expanded  into  a  brief  but  practical  text. 
Other  projects  begun  but  abandoned  such  as  the  "Brief 
Descriptions  of  Major  Depositories  of  North  Carolina  His- 
torical Materials"  are  needed  in  the  program  and  should  be 
completed.   Additional  materials  relevant  to  classroom  use 
await  the  opportunity  for  design. 

2.  Aid  those  who  have  produced  material  worthy  of  publication 
to  get  their  work  into  print. 

3.  Upgrade  personal  knowledge  of  the  field. 

4.  Interact  with  other  agencies  in  directly  related  fields 
both  in  North  Carolina  and  elsewhere. 

5.  Devote  more  time  to  establishment  of  sequel  courses  which 
continue  momentum  begun  in  successful  fundamental  courses. 

6.  Devote  more  time  to  the  identification  and  recruitment  of 
instructors  in  areas  where  the  program  has  been  requested 
but  no  instructors  have  been  found. 

7.  Devote  more  time  to  conferences  with  instructors  calculated 
to  improve  course  content  and  teaching  techniques. 

8.  Be  able  to  improve  overall  structure  such  as  establishing  and 
implementing  of  relatively  uniform  techniques  to  be  employed 

by  the  instructor  or  institution  such  as  follow-up  of  students; 
student  evaluations  of  the  program  and  of  instructors  and 
information  retrieval  for  the  coordinator. 


114 


The  above  are  just  some  of  the  things  that  need  doing  and  will 
receive  all  possible  attention  in  the  coming  months. 
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Conclusion 

The  Local  History  Research  Program  has  been  well  received  by  the  public 
and  has  stimulated  and/or  enhanced  numerous  research  projects  concerned 
with  local  history.   The  program  has  been  the  indirect  cause  of  other 
activities  in  the  local  history  field  by  individuals  and  groups. 

The  problems  attending  the  program  are  those  which  normally  accompany 
successful  experimentation  in  new  fields  and  include  a  growing  demand  for 
courses,  instructors,  materials  and  services  which  are  difficult  to  meet 
under  the  existing  structure.   A  major  need  has  already  appeared  in  the 
expressed  desire  by  students  for  continuity  beyond  the  fundamentals  level 
in  the  areas  of  advanced  research  and  writing  skills. 

The  program  appears  to  be  particularly  weil  suited  for  continued 
impj omenta ti on  through  the  Community  Coliege  System  by  virtue  of  the  strong 
local  roots  of  both  the  schools  and  the  subject  and  the  mutual  advantage  each 
has  in  the  enhancement  of  the  other. 
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Advisory  Committee:   Local  History  Research 

Dr.  Donald  Becker 
Mr.  James  S.  Brawley 
Dr.  Lindley  Butler 
Dr.  Gertrude  S.  Carraway 
Mr.  Robert  0.  Conway 
Mr.  W.  K.  Dorsey 
Dr.  Wallace  Draughon 
Mr.  Larry  W.  Fuqua 
Dr.  Charles  Holloman 
Dr.  Harley  E.  Jolley 
Dr.  H.  G.  Jones 
Mrs.  Stahle  Linn,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Leora  H.  McEachern 
Dr.  Thornton  Mitchell 
Miss  Elizabeth  Vann  Moore 
Dr.  Herbert  R.  Paschal 
Dr.  Edward  W.  Phifer,  Jr. 
Professor  William  Powell 
Mr.  George  Stevenson 
Mr.  James  Wall 
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Ashevilleans  who  have  been  I  through  its  department  of  com- 
doing  research  in   geneaology I munity  colleges. 
and  local  history  will  present     Believing    there    was    wide- 
highlights  from  their  work  at  (spread,  but  uncoordinated  pub- 
a  program  for  Ihe  nublic  Tues-  lie  interest  in  state  and  local 


day.  May  7,  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
lecture  room  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  administration  building 
at  Asheville-Buncombe  Techni- 
cal Institute  on  Victoria  Road. 
Among  the  topics  for  the  re- 
searchers' illustrated  presenta- 
tions will  be  Asheville's  1916 
flood,  the  history  of  Newton 
Academy  and  cemetery,  early 
times  in  Leicester  and  Sandy 
Mush,  black  geneaology,  the 
.search  for  an  ancestor  and  the 
histories  of  the  communities  of 
Acton  and  Best  (Biltmore  prior 
to  Vanderbilt.) 

Mrs.  Frances  McDowell  will 
present  excerpts  from  her 
paper  on  Femihurst,  the  Vic- 
toria Road  mansion  which  she 
had  learned  George  W.  Van- 
derbilt attempted  to  buy  be- 
cause f  its  view.  Unable  to 
purci  the  elegant  home,  he 
built  his  own  castle,  Biltmore 
House. 

Bill  Hodge  will  present  a  pic- 
torial essay  of  Asheville  from 
1390  to  1974.  Jack  Cole  will  tell 
of  Capt.  William  Moore,  first 
white  settler  west  of  the  French 
Broad  River,  in  his  paper  on 
the  Hominy  Valley.  "My  Pcopie 
and  the  Promised  Land." 
Skills  and  resources  for  doing 


history,  Dr.  Dallas  Herring, 
chairman  of  the  state  Board 
of  Education,  nsked  Dr. 
Maurice  R.  Stirewalt  to  create 
a  program  of  local  history 
classes  at  technical  institu'es 
throughout  the  stale.  The 
classes  were  to  provide  any 
interested  person  the  oppor- 
tunity for  cultural  advance- 
ment, intellectual  growth  and 
civic  understanding. 

Local  instructors  were  se- 
cured for  the  classes  and  stu- 
dents were  given  a  layman's 
course  in  how-to-do-it-yourself 
history.  Then  each  was  encour- 
aged to  choose  a  topic,  re- 
search it  and  present  the  find- 
ings to  the  class,  Dr.  Jolley  ex- 
plained. 

He  reports  that  so  much  in- 
terest was  generated,  many 
members  of  the  class  did  not 
wish  to  quit  when  the  course 
officially  ended.  As  a  result,  a 
follow-up  course  was  devised, 
beginning  at  A-B  Tech.  which 
allowed  those  who  wished  to 
continue  to  do  further  work 
along  special  interest  lines. 

Dr.  Jolley  said  the  current 
class  at  A-B  Tech  is  typical  of 
those  across  the  state  in  that 
it  consists  of  adults  with  a  wide 


local  historical  research  have! variety  of  backgrounds  and  vo- 


been  taught  in  an  experimental 
evening  class  at  A-B  Tech.  The 
class,  taught  by  Dr.  Harley  E. 
Jolley,  professor  of  history  at 
Mars  Hill  Coliege,  is  part  of  a 


cations,  but  a  common  interest 
in  cultural  heritage. 

Color  slides,  photographs  and 
oral  history  tapes  will  be  used 
to  amplify  each  report  present- 


statewide  project  of  the  North  led    at   Tuesday   night's    public 
Carolina    Board    of    Education 'program. 
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Fernihurst's  Storv  To  Be  Told 


HISTORIAN- IN- RESIDENCE 
Rockingham  Community  College 

I 

The  Concept: 

A  person's  basic  concept  of  life  and  its  meaning  is  shaped  in  his 
immediate  -environment  -  his  family  and  his  community.   If  historical 
context  enables  one  to  understand  himself  and  his  relationship  to  his 
peers,  his  region,  and  his  nation,  then  an  awareness  of  one's  family 
and  community  heritage  is  of  prime  importance.   One's  concept  of  reality 
is  developed  in  the  formative  years,  which  for  many  North  Carolinians 
are  spent  in  stable  small  town  or  rural  environments.   In  a  changing, 
seemingly  disintegrating,  national  experience  occasionally  at  extreme 
variance  with  local  values,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  there  is  so  much 
apparent  disorientation  in  modern  America.   But  one  aspect  of  the 
problem  may  be  the  undiscovered  or  lost  knowledge  of  family  or  community 
heritage.   Without  knowledge  of  the  past  experience  there  can  be  no 
meaning  or  pride  in  the  present.   If  a  person's  environment  is  meaning- 
less, then  he  will  seek  to  escape  from  it.   For  many  years  family  and 
community  history  has  been  a  neglected  stepchild  of  the  professional 
historian.   For  too  long  amateurs  and  genealogists,  some  of  whom  have 
done  creditable  work,  have  labored  in  these  fields  without  the  expertise 
and  guidance  that  professionally  trained  historians  can  provide. 

In  the  last  decade  North  Carolina  has  witnessed  the  phenomenal 
growth  of  the  community  college  system  which  has  resulted  in  post- 
econdary  educational  institutions  within  easy  reach  of  most  of  the 
population  of  the  state.   Two  years  ago  the  community  college  system 
egan  a  state-wide  course  entitled  Research  in  Local  History  and 
iography :  Materials  and  Methods.   The  primary  purpose  of  this  course 
^as  to  provide  training  in  historical  and  genealogical  research 
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techniques  for  the  large  numbers  of  citizens  who  have  an  interest  in 
family  and  community  history.   This  course  was  successfully  offered  at 
■  Rockingham  Community  College  in  Iho  Fall  of  1973,  and  it  was  followed 
with  a  sequel  course  in  Rockingham  County  history.   Prompted  by  the 
interest  in  local  history  generated  by  these  courses,  the  College  has 
created  the  position  of  Ilistorian-in-Residence. 

Consciously  patterned  on  the  concept  of  the  Artist-in-Residence, 
the  Kistorian--in-Residence  is  seen  as  a  resident  academic  humanist 
thoroughly  committed  to  the  teaching  and  writing  of  local  history. 
Ideally  h2  will  support  any  history  related  community  interest  and 
seek  to  meet  the  needs,  of  the  total  community  "in  the  field  of  local 
history.   The  position,  as  envisioned  is  flexible,  demanding  of  the 
resident  historian  that  he  be  interested  in  teaching,  research, 
writing,  archives,  lecturing,  public  relations,  archaeology,  preserva- 
tion, restoration,  etc.   The  person  filling  this  position  should  have 
a  graduate  history  education  with  an  emphasis  on  state  history  and 
preferably   he  should  have  training  or  experience  in  most  of  the 
p  r  e  v i  o u  s 1 y  mentioned  f i e Ids. 

The  i.iis torian-in- Residence  should  be  able  to  provide  leadership 
or  support  to  such  varied  activities  as  teaching  state  and  local 
history  in  the  community  college:  and  the  public  schools;  developing 
curriculum  materials  in  state  and  local  history  for  the  College  and 
the  public  schools;  writing  and  publishing  a  county  history;  establishing 
a  county  archives,  both  documentary  and  pictorial;  local  restoration, 
archaeological,  and  museum  projects;  county  and  state  history  collec- 
tions in  the  local  libraries;  the  county  historical  society;  and 
special  history  committees  such  as  the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Committee.   Since  the  Ilistorian-in-Resiclonce  cannot  possibly  be  an 


/.rchaeologist ,  preservation  architect,  and  an  archivist,  he  would  func- 
tion  as  a  liaison  with  regional  and  state  historical  agencies  that 
could  provide  the  professional  support  for  specialized  activities. 

The  Po s i tion: 

In  keeping  with  the  philosophy  that  a  community  college  servos  the 
entire  community,  the  following  position  is  proposed  that  will  serve 
the  needs  of  Rockingham  County  in  the  area  of  local  history.   The 
Historian- in- Residence  shou'l  d: 

1.  Teach  curriculum  courses  in  state  history. 

2.  Teach  continuing  education  and  adult  education  courses  in 
historical  research  techniques  and  state  and  local  history. 

3.  Develop  and  deliver  special  historical  research  presenta- 
tions in  curriculum  courses  such  as  a  unit  or  a  visual 
presentation  in  an  American  history  survey  course. 

4.  Develop  and  teach  seminars  and  workshops  in  state  and 
local  history  for  the  public  school  teachers,  students, 
or  any  interested  group. 

5.  Develop  and  teach  specialized  courses  in  local  and  state 
history  that  relate  to  the  technical  and  vocational 
curriculum,  such  as  a  course  in  the  development  of  the 
textile  industry  in  the  county  and  state  as  a  part  of 
the  textile  technology  curriculum. 

6.  Research  and  write  local ^history :   articles  for  lecal 
newspapers,  scholarly  journals,  and  popular  magazines; 
a  scholarly  county  history. 

7.  Serve  as  a  general  community  history  resource,  providing 
programs  and  consulting  with  special  committees  such  as 


the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Committee. 
8.   Develop  and  direct  college  historical  activities  such  as 

colleqe  archives  and  student  history  activities. 
9..  Develop,  advise,  and/or  direct  special  community  history 

projects  such  as  oral  history  recording,  restoration 

projects,  archaeological  surveys,  and  museums. 
10.   Seek  foundation  grants  to  support  local  history  programs. 

This  unique  position  has  state-wide  implications  and  could  have 
considerable  influence  on  the  future  of  local  history  programs  in 
North  Carolina.   A  number  of  Historians-in-Residence  located  through- 
out the  state  could  have  a  major  impact  on  the  quality  of  local  and 
family  history  research. 


CORE  COLLECTION  OF  COUNTY  RECORDS  ON  MICROFILM 

by 

Maurice  R.  Stirewalt 

Experience  with  the  local  history  esearch  classes,  together  with  information 
from  Archives  personnel  and  a  number  of  librarians,  have  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  more  individuals  are  interested  in  using  county  records  than  is  commonly 
supposed.  While  the  majority  are  concerned  with  historical  or  biographical 
research,  others  seek  information  relating  to  legal  matters^  real  estate  conveyances, 
and  various  other  interests.   However,  with  the  exception  of  deeds  and  wills, 
practically  all  county  records  generated  prior  to  1900  are  now  housed  in  Raleigh. 
Further,  local  public  officials  are  responsible  for  the  current  affairs  of  a 
county  and  often  do  not  have  the  time  or  space  to  assist  citizens  using  those  records 
which  remain  in  the  counties.   Thus,  individuals  seeking  to  use  county  records  face 
the  dual  problem  of  inaccessability  of  pre-1900  records  and  lack  of  appropriate 
space  for  and  assistance  with  the  use  of  remaining  records. 

To  meet  this  problem,  the  concept  of  a  core  collection  limited  to  those  county 
records  most  often  used  by  local  citizens  has  been  employed.   This  initial  collection 
provides  the  materials  basic  to  good  research  at  a  very  reasonable  cost. 

In  general,  the  records  included  in  the  core  collection  are  those  dealing  with 
courts,  land,  estates,  marriages,  taxes  and  wills  up  to  about  1868.   Early  records  of 
county  commissioners,  boards  of  education,  orders  and  decrees,  special  proceedings, 
etc.  are  also  included  under  the  heading  of  miscellaneous  records. 


Institutions  in  "young"  counties  will  have  either  zero  or  small  core  collections, 
For  example:   Lee  was  formed  primarily  from  Moore  in  1907  and  the  core  collection 
for  Moore  would  be  the  relevant  collection;  Gaston,  formed  in  I846  from  Lincoln  has 
a  small  core  collection,  thus  the  records  of  Lincoln  from  1779  to  I846  would  contain 
the  bulk  of  those  records  relevant  to  Gaston. 


Ideally,  the  core  collection  should  also  include  federal  census  data  and 
local  newspapers.   The  census  data  has  not  been  included  because  librarians  can 
obtain  better  quality  film  from  the  National  Archives  at  the  same  price  that  the 
Office  of  Archives  and  History  would  be  forced  to  charge  for  these  particular 
records.   Local  newspapers  available  on  microfilm  are  not  included  because  they 

are  not  offical  records,  but  these  may  be  purchased  as  part  of  the  core  collection, 

2 
and  institutional  librarians  are  urged  to  include  them. 

Many  records  valuable  for  research  have  not  been  included  for  reasons  stated 

above.  Those  institutions  already  in  possession  of  part  or  all  of  the  core 

t  jllection  may  purchase  these  additional  records  at  the  same  $5.00  rate.   A 

comprehensive  index  of  all  county  records  on  microfilm  is  available  and  segments 

dealing  with  your  service  area  will  be  sent  upon  request. 


2 
Roger  C.  Jones.   North  Carolin   ""vsy.  .pers  on  Microfilm,  Raleigh:   State 

Department  of  Archives  and  History,  j. 
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Institutions  which  possess,  have  access  to  or  have  ordered  relevant 
core  collections  of  county  records  microfilm: 


Anson  Technical  Institute 

Asheville-Buncombe  Technical 
Institute 

Beaufort  County  Technical  Institute 

Bladen  Technical  Institute 

Cape  Fear  Technical  Institute 

Carteret  Technical  Institute 

Central  Carolina  Technical  Institute 

Central  Piedmont  Community  College 

Cleveland  County  Technical  Institute 

Coastal  Carolina  Community  College 

College  of  The  Albemarle 

Craven  Community  College 

Davidson  County  Community  College 

Durham  Technical  Institute 

Edgecombe  Technical  Institute 

Fayetteville  Technical  Institute 

Forsyth  Technical  Institute 

Gaston  College 

Guilford  Technical  Institute 

Halifax  County  Technical  Institute 

Haywood  Technical  Institute 

Isothermal  Community  College 

James  Sprunt  Institute 

Western  Piedmont  Community  College 

Wilkes  Community  College 


Johnston  Technical  Institute 
Lenoir  Community  College 
Martin  Technical  Institute 
Maryland  Technical  Institute 
McDowell  Technical  Institute 
Mitchell  Community  College 
Nash  Technical  Institute 
Pamlico  Technical  Institute 
Piedmont  Technical  Institute 
Pitt  Technical  Institute 
Randolph  Technical  Institute 
Richmond  Technical  Institute 
Rockingham  Community  College 
Rowan  Technical  Institute 
Sampson  Technical  Institute 
Sandhills  Community  College 
Southeastern  Community  College 
Southwestern  Technical  Institute 
Stanly  Technical  Institute 
Surry  Community  College 
Technical  Institute  of  Alamance 
Tri-County  Technical  Institute 
Vance-Granville  Technical  Institute 
Wayne  Community  College 
Wilson  County  Technical  Institute 
W.  W.  Holding  Technical  Institute 
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